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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN die {bllowing work the judicious reader 
will direSly trace tke hand of the author 
of Chrysal. The uncommon approbation 
with which that performance has been received 
bj the Public, determined the editor to fpare no 
pains nor expence, ta recover the other remains 
of fo fuccefsfixl a writer. The difficulties attend- 
ing fuch an attempt are obvious. From the fup- 
pofed Clergyman * alone, into whofe hands they 
firft fell, could any account of them be expe£ted : 
but how to trace him throui^h all the various 
eharaflers, which fuch perfons ufualJy afTume,- 
was the queftion. At length, after a moft fa- 
tiguing fearch, he was indebted to accident for 
that fucceis which all his diligence had failed of. 
He was called upon one evening by an acquain- 
tance, to go with him to Bridewell, in fearch 
of a fervant girl of his, whom the laudable vigi- 
lance of the conft'ables had taken up in the flrcet. 
the night before, when fhe was fent on an er- 
rand, and the ftri£t juftice of the magiftrate had 
committed to the houfe of corre^ion, as fhe un- 
luckily had not a penny in her pocket to prove 
her innocence, or even pay a meflengcr for go- 
ing for her mafter. While they waited in the 
public room for the return of a pcrfon who was 
firnt for her difcharge, thuy were ftruck with the 
uncommon droll look and behaviour of the wai- 
VoL. I. a ter. 

^ See. the preface to Chryfal^ p. Jii*. 



11 ADVERTISEMENT. 

ter who ferved the company with liquor. To 
divert the melancholy reflexions, therefore, with 
which fuch a fcene of wretchednefs and debau- 
chery muft neceffarily afFeft every human heart, 
they called for a pint of wine, and defired him 
to fit down and drink with them. The invka- 
tion was readily accepted ; and the fellow ob- 
ferving tHat they expreflTed fome curiofity to know 
how a man of his apparent abilities could have 
funk into fo low a ftation, immediately gave 
them the following outlines of his hiftory. 

** Gentlemen, (faid he) there is nothing in 
*' this life but ups ^nd downs. Low as you fee 
** me at prefent, 1 have often figured in an higher 
*' fphere. I have been a player, a dodter, an 
** author, and a parfon ; and have afted my part 
**vwith proper dignity in each charader till the 
** farce was ended. 1 have alfo, indeed, amufed 
** myfelf with taking a view of life in. lefs exalt- 
<* ed ftations : I have been a broken foldier, a 
*' (hipwrecked failor, a fool, a madman, and a 
*' gypfic ; in reward for fame feats of uncom- 
** mon clevernefs in the lafl of which charac- 
** ters, I have had lodgings afligned me here, 
*' rent free, for feven years, where, that I (hould 
^^ not be idle, I have defcended to the occupa- 
** tion in which you fee me. However, I am 
** not difpiritcd. Seven years will not laft for 
** ever 5 and I hope to be prime minifter yet, 
*' before I die.'*— 

The moment he mentioned his having been a 
parfon, it occurred to the editor, that this might 
poflibly be the one whom he had been fo long in 
fearch of. As fopn as he flopped therefore to 
drink their healths, '^ It muft be allowed (faid 
** he) that you have feen life in various lights ; 

« but 
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** but there is one circumftancc in your hiftory 

** which I do not umJerftand. You fav you 

** have been a parfon — " ** Aye, fir, (anf^'ered 

« the other) one oi your fslf -ordained oncs^ who 

** go about the world preaching poor pcojle out 

<* of their fenfes, and then picking their pock- 

«« ets. But my confcience was too tender for 

** fuch a vile trade, fo f left it and turned e;yp- 

«* fie; though I have had reafon enough Tince 

*' to repent of the manner in which I took that 

*< ftep, as I loft an opportunity of making my 

" fortune by it. You muft have heard of the 

« book that has made fuch a noife lately, The 

'* Adventures of a Guinea, Sir, that book was 

** once mine ; but I had not the good fortune 

" to make a proper ufe of it. I muft needs at- 

** tempt altering, forfooth ; and befoic I had 

** finiihed, fome impertinenffufpicions of my 

*' neighbours obliged me to fliifc my quarters 

*' fomewhat fuddenly ; and in my hurry I forgot. 

** to put up that book along with the reft of my 

*5 papers." — 

The editor had fome difficulty to conceal the 
pleafure which this account gave him, though. 
he was fenfible that the utmoft addrefs was necef- 
fary, if he hoped to fucceed with fuch a voluble 
geniu . " And pray, fir, (faiJ he therefore, with 
*« a carelefs air) were you the auchor of that 
** book?" — " No, fir, (aiifwercd the other) I 
*' was not the auchor of it, but it was mine 
*' notwithftanding. That, and fome other pa- 
** pers of infinitely greater value, were given. 
*' to me by the worn m in whofe hands the au- 
** thor left them. If you have read the pre- 
** face to that book, you muft rc.nembcr flie. 
'* fays, that her old lodger v/as fuccocdcd by tk, 

CUr- 
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<* Clergyman^ \VKo left her houfe to eo preach- 
*' ing about the country. I Was ihTLtCHrgymbtif 
" fir. Bat it IB not the lofs' of that book \trhfch 
** I larhcht. W^U, ai it has fucceeded, it \*as 
«* not to be cornpartd with driother of thfe fattne 
•* authof'i, wliich I mrfde a feift to carry off, 
•* and which wo'iiW certainly hav^ihafdfe my for- 
** tune, had I not loft it in much the feme m^n- 
'* ner as I did th6 other. But it is in vain to 
*•* gfieVe at what ckfinot be reniedied ; and fo, 
** gehtletrifefi, fny fervrte to you." 

** You muft know, fffemlemen, (contlntied 
*< he, as foon as he had drslnk off hrs wine, 
•' which now began to wdrnf His hfeart, and fet 
*•- all his fecrets abroach) that in thi dburfe of 
^ toy mini/try I infinuated myfclf fo far info the 
** good opinion of the wealthy widow of a coiin- 
^ try farmer, thatt fht took toe into H^r hotife, 
** to inftrudl he^ children in th6 true rtforiiied 
" principles of religion. Having fallen but with 
** her vicar about his dues. If I ct)uld have 
** contained myfelf, I might have lived happily 
*< enough with her 5 but the flefh wa^s frail ; f 
" was then a ypurig fellow, and her daughters- 
" were gciod clever wenches. In fhort, I taught 
*^ the two eldeft df them dther leffons befide 
" religion. Such matters cannot be long con- 
** cealed. My kind pupils fooh began to feel 
*• fyrhptoms that fliewed me it was time to de- 
" camp ; which I accctilingly did, without tak- 
•* ing any leave, to avoid the pain of parting : 
" but as 1 was not fo well provided for my jour- 
" hey as I could have wiflied, I toade bold to 
** break open a cheft in which the old woman 
" kept her moft valuable things, and took as 
^' many of them as I could conveniently car 
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f* off. This obliged rtie to leave my own bag- 
•< gage Behind itic, whicli, to fay the truth, 
^ was of no great value, except thofe papers ; 
^ jlnd the worth of them I was alfo ignorant of 
* rft thsrt time ; though I aiii fenfible now, tlivtt 
^ it greatly exceeded that of my booty, which 
^ coniJlfed only of an old filver tankard and 
^ cdtidle-cup, and a parcel of linen ; for, th^ 
« beldame kept Htr calh fomewhcre elfe."i— 

This account was fiur from giving the editoi^ 
fatisfai^on,^ as he apprehended that it would be 
+ery difficult to prevail on him to make a difco- 
terj diat might endanger his life, by telling 
where he hid performed thofe exploits. How- 
mr, he fiffolved to make the attempt, and, tak- 
rnghim into another room, told him, if he would 
Kit him know where thofe papers were left, he 
ttrould give him the moft facred afTurance that 
fi6 ill cohfequence fhould attend his confidence^ 
ind riiat he Would honeftly pay him the value of 
ihem, if he fhould be fo fortunate as to recover 
them. The other turning his head on one fide, 
ind fixing his eyes intently on him, with a look 
6f iiiexpreffible archtiefs, for fome time, '* Why ? 
*'* (faid he) thdre is fomething odd enough, to 
** be ftire, in aikihg fuch a queilion ; but as you 
^ appear to Be more of a gentleman, than to 
** ttepan fuch a poor devil as me to the gallowsj 
^* 1 wiH e*en tell you. As to paying me, I fhall 
** leave that to yourfelf, when you get them ; 
^* and fliall only diefire a guinea at prefent, to 
^* buy me fomie little necefTaries, as you fee I 
•* am rather out of repair." — 

This demand was immediately complied with,. 

on which he named a place above two hundred 

miles from London. However, without hefi- 

a 3^ tating 
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tating on the danger of being deceived, he fet 
out direftly, and found, to his unfpeakable joy, 
that once in his life the other had a£ied honeftly. 
As foon as he had made fome neceflary enqui- 
ries, he went to the old gentlewoman, who was 
ftill living, and after a little introdu6lory. dif- 
courfe, told her, that he bad corne in obedience 
to the dying requeft of an unhappy perfon, to 
make her the only reparation in his power for the» 
injuries he had done her, by paying for the things 
he had taken away. 

At the mention of hU name (he burft into.a, 
flood of tears ; after the firft violence of which, 
was over, fhe confented to accept of the fatisfac-, 
tJon he offered, and finding he was no ftranger. 
to hisfrietui's^ other feats in her family, told him, 
that matters had not proved quite fo bad as might 
have been apprehended, her eldeft daughter hav- 
ing mifcarried privately, on his going away ; fo 
that fhe fufFered no injury in her charafter, and 
was fmce well married to a man-rmidwife in the 
next village; as her fecond was to the fquire's 
only fon, who, for reafons befl: known to them- 
felvcs, made no objeftion to her for being with 
child. — Pleafed with this account, he payed her 
what fhe demanded for her things ; aud thea 
carelefsly enquiring whether his friend had not 
left fome books and papers there, had the plea- 
fure to receive them all, tied up as they had 
been left ; the good woman declaring fhe had all 
along been convinced, that a man who kncvv fo 
much of religion as h\ii friend tX^t parforiy would 
certainly pay h'T fome time or other ; and there-* 
fore file had ta.- en the greateft care of them. 

Flufhed V^iih this fuccefs, he returned to Lon-f 
don, and going to Bridewell to communicate the 

good 



ADVERTISEMENT, vii 

good news to his ntvf friend^ he found that the 
guinea he had given him had put an end to his 
adventures the very night he got it, one of his 
fellow prifoners and he having, for a trial of 
their heads, drank fuch a quantity of r.i:i as 
killed them upon the fpot. This event gave him 
an abfolute property in his acquifition, v.hich he 
now offers to the Public, with the fame fcruru- 
lous fidelity he obferved in relation to the for- 
mer works of this author ; and he hopes this ho- 
neft account, added to what he faid in the Pre- 
face to that applauded performance, and the ar- 
guments urged in the Adverti foment prefixed to 
the fecond edition of it, will obviate any fufpi- 
cion of its aiming at particular charaaers, or 
being other than a mere work of imagination.. 
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posTscftit^ir. 

TT T -may not^ for obvious reaJonSj bi impropa^ 

to inform the Public^ that this concludes the 

works of our 4uthor^ of this or any other enter'- 

taining kind y the reft of his writings relating 

Jolely to his attempts to find the Philofepher's Stone. 
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Flight to the Paradife of Fools, 
c H A P. i. 

IntroduSiion. A fudden excurjian of an extraordi-- 
nary nature opens an uncommon view of ccmmcn 
fcenes* 

c 

AS I indulged myfelf one evening in the 
pleafure of reading the divine poem 
of Paradise Lost, which I do 
as often as health and ferenity of mind make 
me capable of enjoying fo fublime an enter- 
tainment in a proper manner : when I came to 
the paflage * from whence the lires, pre- 
fixed to this work are taken, my imagination 
caught the facted fire, and I purfued the 
thought, till, wearied with the incxhauftible 

^ • B. Ill, 1. 444> &c. 

Vol. L B variety 
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variety which it opened to my view, I funk in- 
to that fufpenfion of fenfe, which is called A 
REVERIE; when the foul only wakes, 
and, breaking through its corporeal incum- 
brances, ranges at will over the boundlefs ex- 
panfe of creation, and joins in converfe with 
congenial fpirits. 

The objeds about which my mind had been 
employed remained fo ftrongly imprinted on it, 
that it immediately continued the fcene, but 
with that confiftency and connedlion which dif* 
tinguifh the vifions of imagination from the 
confudon of common dreams. 

I thought I found myfelf (I knew not how 
tranfported thither) on the confines of that 
world, which Milton fo beautifully defcribes. 
The idea of fuch a fcene raifed my curiofity fo 
high, that, in defiance of the dread of ventur- 
ing alone in a place where I was an utter ftran- 
ger, I was going to mix direfUy with the mul- 
titude, that 1 might take a more diftind and 
particular view of the wonderful things which I 
expedcd to fee there, when a being of moft 
tremendous afpe<S, appeared fuddenly before 
me : '' Hold prefumptuous mortal ! (faid he, 
with a frown that nailed me to the ground) nor 
run into a labyrinth, from whence it is impof- ^ 
fible to return, without the affiftance of fomc 
fuperior being to direft your fteps, and difperfe 
the mifts of prejudice and ignorance, which at 
prefent obftrudl your fight.'* 

Such an interdidiion was not InefFecSlual ; I 
flopped, abafhed and terrified ; but curiofity 
again getting the better of my fear, " Pardon, 
mighty lord !. (anfwered I> proftrating myfelf 
before him) the error of inadvertency, nor im- 
pute 
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pute to thy fervant the fault of his nature. The 
defcription I have read of this place has in- 
flamed my foul with a curiofity too ftrong to 
bear. O let thy beneficence indulge it for a 
moment. Tothy direflion I refign myfeJf. Do 
thou prefcnt the neceffary clue to guide my 
fteps, and open my eyes to the wonders which 
furround me." 

** Arife ! (replied he fmoothing his brow, 
with a fmile of complacency) 1 blame not thy 
curiofity ; under the dircftion of reafon, its im- 
pulfe IS the flrongeft and moft extenfive caufe 
of human knowledge. But the more impor- 
tant duty of my particular ftation permits me 
not to attend to the gratification of it myfelf. 
I prefide over thefe regions of folly and confu- 
fion, which my ftrideft vigilance is not more 
than neceffary to keep from falling into utter 
anarchy. Hovi^ever, thou fhalt not be difap- 
pointed. The fpirit who conduiSs my fubjcdis 
hither from the earth will foon arrive. Him 
will I order to go with you, and give you the 
gratification you defire, which the nature 
of his office, and his converfation in the 
world enable him to do more fatisfaftorily than 
I can, who am too much taken up with other 
matters, to attend to fuch trifles as the aflions 
of mankind. And opportunely here he comes. 
Ariel, (continued he, addrefling himfelf to 
another fpirit who juft then joined us) this 
mortal is permitted to take a view of our myf- 
terious empire. Do thou condudl him in fafety 
through it, and inform him of every thing that 
is proper for him ^to know, and for thee to re- 
veal." . 

B 2 At 
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At thefe words, he vaniflied from my fight ; 
and Ariel advancing to me with an air of affa- 
bility and kindnefs, " Come, thou moft fa- 
voured of mortals, (faid he) and enjoy an in- 
dulgence*hitherto denied to man. The adven- 
turous bard, whofe bold defcription led you hi- 
ther, fnatched but a general glimpfe, as he flew 
by. The whole {hall be difclofed te you, and 
all its myfteries explained." 

Encouraged by the manner in which he fpoke, 
I raifed my eyes from the ground, where fear 
and reverence had fixed them, and addreffing 
myfelf to him, " Accept, (faid I) moft graci- 
ous fpirit, the warmeft exprefSon of my grati- 
tude for this ineftimable favour. Lead where 
thou wilt, thy willing fervant follows; but if 
it be not too much for me to aflc, vouchfafe firft 
to inform me what is this place called, and who 
are the inhabitants of 't ?" 

** The world, which is thus opened to your 
view, (anfweredhe) isXHEPARADISE 
OF FOOLS; where felf-deluded man thro' 
endlefs ages, continues to a£t over the abfurdi- 
ties in which he blindly placed the happinefs of 
his life. 'Till you have completed the appointed 
probation of mortality, and are purified by 
death, from the ftains and infirmities of a cor- 
ruptible body, you are not able to fee their ac- 
tions in their genuine colours, ftripped of the 
difguifes which ^impofe upon themfelves; for as 
they are actuated by their former paffions, they 
.ftilJ labour under all the weaknefles and imper- 
.fedlions of their former fenfes : however, I will 
remove the veil for a moment, and give you a 
fight of human nature, in a ftatc that never 
was before revealed to mortal eyes." — Saying 

this. 
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this, he touched my eyes with the end of a 
wand which he held in his hand, when inftantly 
a flood of light broke in upon them, that illu- 
mined all my foul. 

It is impoffible for words to convey an idea 
of what I felt at this view of human life, di- 
veiled of all the fpecious colouring which nuMi 
mutually put on to deceive each other, and that 
with fuch eagernefs and induftry, as often to 
hide the impofition from themfelves alfo in the 
end, and to become the dupes of their own de- 
ceit. Amazed at fuch a fcene, I could not 
help exclaiming, " O fapient fpirit, what csn 
this be? The aflions of thefe beings bear the 
ftrongeft refemblance to thofe of man ; but 
there is a vein of folly runs through them all, 
which makes them look as abfurd and ridiculous 
as the tricks of children in their mimic plays. 
Can this be their eternal employment ? Oris 
it pofEble that they (hould be infenfible of the 
groffnefe of fuch folly 1" 

** Such is the life of man, (returned the fpi- 
jrit with a fignificant fmile) and fo appear the 
moft important of his actions, to beings tinaf- 
fe£ttd with the weaknefs of his nature. This 
world his, as it were, A REFLECTioN-of that 
which you have lived in. In it, as in a mir- 
RouR, you behold the human heart in all its 
various fituations. You fhall have a view of 
the whole ; but to make the gratification of 
your curiofity the more fatisfadory, I will lead 

iroufirft to yon fantaftic fcene, where your know- 
edge of fome of the acftors will make the farce 
more interefting to you j for you muft obferve, 
that as this world of ours is but a fhadow of 
that of man) it neceflarily is divided like it into 
B 3 different 
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different countries, which bear the fame names, 
and are in every refpeft under the fame circum- 
flances as ihefe. But I fee your fight is dazzled 
with this extraordinary degree of light ; I will 
therefore draw the veil over it again, and reftore 
things to that appearance which is fuited to 
your prefent flate. 

" Whenever occafion requires, I will re- 
move the obftacles which obftrucft human fcnfe, 
and enable you to perceive the particular ob- 
je(Ss which 1 point to, at the greateft diftance ; 
free from the confufion that an unlimited view 
of fuch a complicated fcene muft unavoidably 
throw you into. The walls of the clofet (hall 
be tranfparent to your eye, and the fecret 
whifpcr found diftinfUy in your ear."— With 
thefe words, he waved his wand before my 
eyes; and immediately the fcene funk into its 
original obfcurity. 

The fpirit then took my hand, and rifing 
with a bound, we glided through the air, with 
a velocity that diftanced thought, though with- 
out any apparent motion of our own, till we 
arrived at the place which he fixed on as a pro* 
per ftation for our purpofe. 

As foon as we flopped, " We are now (faid 
he) in the midft of the bufy fcene : but I have 
made your form imperceptible to thofe purblind 
beings, fo that you may indulge your curiofity, 
without interruption or difcovery. 
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.CHAP. 11. 

Fruitkfs reflexions. 7 he hiflory of Mr. Sugar- 
cane is introduced by thai of his iUu/irious fa- 
ther. 

TH E firft thing that caught'my attention, 
when I had recovered from the aftonifh- 
mcnt with which my method of travelling had 
ftruck me, was a mixed multitude of all ages 
and degrees of mankind, clapping their hands, 
and fhouting round a perfon, who was addreff- 
ingthem in the moft iniinuating manner, while 
people, emipAoyed by him ferved them with wine, 
in quantities luiEcient to drown every glimmer- 
ing of realon, and deprive them of all power of 
attending to what he faid. 

My guide faw my furprize, and without 
waiting for my defiring an explanation of the 
caufe of it, refumed his difcourfe in thefe words, 
which he uttered in a voice, that, to the grofs 
fenfes of the Jbeings round us, feemed the foft 
whifpcr of the paiEng breeze. 

** I fee you are amazed at the unaccountable 
extravagance of the fcene before you. This 
one inftance, even were there not ten thoufand 
others equally flagrant, would be fufficient to 
fhew how abfolutely folly rules the heart of 
man. 

•* Of all the tranfaftions of human life, there 

is fcarce one of more real importance to it than 

this in which thefe people are at prefent en- 

B 4 gaged 
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gaged. They are chufing a perfon to reprefent 
them in the legiflature; to proteft their pro- 
perties, to promote their intereft, and provide 
laws for the prefcrvation and increafe of their 
happinefs and glory ; and confequently into the 
hands of this reprefentative do they commit the 
care of every thing juftly dear to them ia the 
world. (You are to take notice, that in con- 
formity to the illufion under which thefe infatu- 
ated beings a£^, I fpeak of them and their ac- 
tions, as if they ftill were in the world they 
have left ; and this caution I give you^ once 
for all, to prevent mi flake and confunon.) 

*' But what are the qualifications required 
for this facrcd truft ? and by what arts does the 
candidate for it infinuate himfelf into the con- 
fidence of the people, to obtain fuch an unli- 
mited power over them ? Examine the fcenebe- 
fore you, and there you fee the whole myftery. 
The ambitious are plied with promifes, the co- 
vetous with bribes, and all with liquor, till 
they are heated to a degree of intoxication fuf- 
ficient to make them give credit to whatever he 
fays, it matters not how con trad idory to com- 
mon fenfe, and the condudib of his paft life : 
for who could be expeSed to facrifice his for- 
tune, and proflitute his reafon in the manner 
this perfon does, to a romantic defire of doing 
fervice to thofe who are fo wretchedly impro- 
vident that they will not ftrwe themfelves ? 
What has he who fells himfelf a right to ex- 
pcft, but to be fold again ? 

*' Thus far the eleSors feem to be the only 
fools, and to leave a name of ftill a blacker im- 
port to their eleded reprefentative. But to a 
nearer view the imaginary difference vaniflies, 

and 
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and all appear equally entitled to admiffion into 
this place. 

" For who, that gave the leaft attention to 
the voice of reafon, v^ould diffipate his own 
wealth and facrifice the folid happinifs of in- 
dependence, to acquire a power of committing 
a breach of truft, as abfurd as it is perfidious i 
Or what are the mighty advantages even pro- 
pofed bv the moft Snguine purfuer of fuch a 
fchemer Nothing but a deceitful fmile of court- 
favour, an ignominious preferrence in the exe- 
cution of fome iniquitous job, for which he 
receives the paultry reward of a precarious pen- 
fion or employment, the value of which is in- 
confiderable, in comparifon of what he has la- 
viOied in the infamous purfuit ; not to mention 
the profHtution of his confcience and honour, 

** Nor docs the folly of his eleftors, in fuf- 
fering themfelves to be feduced by fuch bafe mo- 
tives, in the leaft acquit him of perfidy. The 
moft venal eleftor who ever took a bribe would 
refufie the candidate with deteftation, whofhould 
openly avow the iniquity of his intentions, and 
tell him, be bought his power on purpofe to fell 
it again. Profeffions of honefty, however im- 
probable, are always expefted^ and though par-' 
tialtty palliates to himfelf his own venality and 
corruption, ghe looks for promifes of the oppo- 
fite virtues from the candidate, which he im- 
plicity believes, becaufe it is his intereft that he 
Ihould have them. 

" Thus grofs as this prevaricatton is, it ob- 
viates every excufe the candidate can make for 
his corruption, and convidts him of perfidy 
even againft his equally corrupt eleSor. But 
not to dwell upon the iniquity of this pracSlice, 
B 5 there 
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there is a degree of folly in it, that would ex- 
ceed belief, did not too frequent experience 
prove it. It is felling a man's birth-right for 
even lefs than a mefs of pottage ; for what fe- 
curitj' has the ele£tor of enjoying his bribe, or 
the reprefentativc his penfion, when the very 
8(3: that earns them thefe wretched wages of 
proflitution, abfolutely enflavcs them to the 
tyranny of that power which they have thus 
jointly laboured to erefl:, and which can deprive 
them of thefe and every other emolument of 
life at pleafure ? 

" I have been infenfibly led into thefe reflec- 
tions, by the execrable folly of the fcene be- 
fore us; but, obvious and juft as they are, the 
force of them will appear in a ftill ftrSnger 
.light, when illuftrated by a fhort view of the 
life of this very candidate, the circumftances of 
which prove the truth of every remark that I 
made, beyond a poffibility of doubt. General 
reafoning is too often founded on falfe princi - 
-pies, and leads the unwary mind into error ; 
out inflances from matter of fad can never de- 
ceive. 

*' His name is Sugarcane: he was born in 
London^ where his father, for fome little time, 
followed one of the meaneft mechanic trades ; 
to which, after unexpe<Sedly outliving the neg- 
]e£ls and cruelties of a parim nurfe, he had been 
bred at the parifh charge, . 

*' The fanguinenefs of his temper equalled 
the ftrength of his conftitution, and would not 
permit him to remain long contented in fo low 
a ftation, though poverty feemed to preclude 
every poflible hope of rihng to an higher, ex- 
cept by the flow fleps of honeft indullry. But 

this 
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this he defpifed as beneath him ; and being freed 
-from every reft rain t of honefty and virtue, by 
the principles which he had imbibed in his edu- 
cation at a charity-fchool, he refolved to ftrike 
out a fhorter way, or fall in the attempt. 

** Accordingly, in a little time after hi^ 
marriage with my mother, he quitted his trade, 
and laid out her fortune, which was no more 
than the favings of a life of fervitude, on the 
ftock of a public houfe, as the way in which he 
could exert his abilities to befl advantage. 

*' In the courfe of his education at the cha- 
rity-ichool, he had formed acquaintances with 
feveral of the moft promifmg youths of the age, 
his fchool fellows, the vivacity of whofe parts 
had been early difplayed in offering infults to 
the very hands which reached them bread, pa- 
trolling the ftreets at midnight, beating the 
watch, breaking up brothels, which refufed to 
fubmit to their pleafure, and ftanding bullies 
for whores -, and who as they advanced to riper 
years (hewed equal genius and fpirit, in ftriking 
out and executing various ways for remedying 
the partiality of fortune, and wrefting her fa- 
vours from the lefs worthy hands into which ihe 
had blindly given them. 

*• With thcfe he immediatelv improved his 
former, acquaintance into the clofeft intimacy, 
not only affording them an harbour in his houfe 
when they were under apprehenfion of the Un- 
generous feveritjTof the laws, for few of them 
ever fell from the hopes of their youth ; or rc- 
linquifhed the pra£tices in which they had been 
fo early trained ; but alfo frequently purchafing 
the prizes which they had fo gallantly taken at 
the haxard of their lives, and fp faving them 
B 6 from 
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from the additional danger of offering them to 
fale to ftrangers. In return for which fervices 
they generally gave him fuch cheap bargains, 
that the profit over- weighed his fears, and con- 
firmed his hopes of making an eafy fortune in 
a fliort time. 

** But this happy profpeft was foon pvercafl. 
Some of his moft intimate friends having the 
bad luck not to come ofF fo cleverly in their en- 
tcrprizes as ufual, his zeal for the public good 
prompted him to turn evidence againft them ; by 
which precaution alfo, he prevented their mak- 
ing difcoveries to his difadvantage. But though 
he faved his life by this prudence, circumflances 
appeared fo flrong againft him, upon the whole, 
as the original contriver, and principal manager 
of the fcheme, that he was ordered to take a 
voyage to the Weji-Indies^ to affifl in civilizing 
the favage natives, and improve theinterefl of 
2rh infant colony, by his fuperior abilities and 
addrefs. 

" I have been fo particular in this affair, 
which happened when the perfon before us was 
about three years old, becaufe it laid the foun- 
dation of his prefent fortune. His father natu« 
rally took him with him; and as his prudence 
had made him be always upon his^ guard, he 
was able to make fuch provifion for his voyage, 
that it was neither fo uncomfortable, nor his 
profpe£t fo defperate as is ufual with perfons in 
his circumflances, 

<* The firfl thing he did on his arrival, was 
to purchafe a plantation, which he was able to 
ftock fo well, that in a very few years, be- 
tween the profits which he reaped from that, 
and the advantages his fuperior knowledge gave 

him 
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him in other dialings, he not only acquired a 
fortune beyond his mod fanguine expe£lation5, 
but alfo arofe to the higheft honours and power, 
in that part of the world to which the ignomi- 
nious manner of his going there was no ob« 
ilru£lion, as it had been the general cafe«. 

XXX)<XX>0<XXX)<X;XXXXXXX 
CHAP. III. 

The hero of the tale makes his appearance. The 
happy fruits of goad education. 

** T T may be judged that his worlhip's mind 
JL was too intent upon matters of more mo- 
ment to permit his taking much thought about 
the education of his fon. - Indeed, the notions 
he had formed of fuch aiFaIrs, from the educa- 
tion he had received himfelf, made him think 
any great trouble or expence about fuch a trifie 
quite unnecefTary. He therefore had him taught 
to read and write a little by an attorney, who 
had unluckily carried the practice of his profei^ 
fion r^hcr too far in his own country, by fign- 
ing a client's name to receipts for money, with- 
out his knowledge, for which he had been com- 
pelled to travel hither, where he now ferved his 
worfhip in the capacity of his clerk ; and the 
politer accomplifhments of dancing, mufick, 
fencing, &c. &c. he was inftrufted in by a young ' 
gentleman from the theatre, whofe intenfe ap- 
plication to the bufinefs of his profefHon had fo 
entirely wrapped him up in perfonated charac- 
tersy that be had unfortunately forgot to' ky 
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them afide, and re-aflume his own in the com- 
mon affairs of life; but had gone in many dif- 
ferent ones, according to the parts he meant to 
play, to different tradcfmen with whom he had 
a defire to have dealings, who upon the difco- 
very of the miftake, were fuch illiberal difcou- 
ragers of merit, as to impute it to a fraudulent 
defign, and lay him alfo under the neceffity of 
making the fame voyage. 

** As the young fquire's parts were lively, 
he foon made a happy proficiency under fuch 
eminent matters. Before he was quite fifteen, 
he could dance, (ing, and play on the guittar * 
almoft as well as his mafter; and repeat Teverai 
fpeeches out of plays which he had learned by 
rote from him, to the great delight and furprize 
of all who heard him : and by eighteen, he could 
make a ihift to read a play him^lf, and write a 
billet-doux, as well as was neceffary for a gen- 
tleman of his rank and fortune. 

*' Nor was the care of his tutors confined 
to the accompliihments of his perfon only: 
they alfo formed hts mind in proper principles, 
civil, foetal, moral, and religious. Accord- 
ingly, to open his way of thinking, and free 
him from the narrcrw prejudices of vulgl' edu- 
cation, he was taught, that religion was a 
cheat ; virtue, want of fpirit, and law a bug- 
bear, fit only to reftrain and terrify the ignorant 
and poor: and thefe opinions, far from being 
merely fpeculative, ruled the cpnftant pradtce 
of his life. Bred up among a crowd of flavesy 
who trembled at his nod, he looked upon him- 
felf as intitled to treat every one with haughti- 
xiefs and tyranny. He indulged every pailion 
with which youth and flattery could inflame his 

hearty 
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heart, laughed at every thing that was called 
facred, ajid enquired what was law, only for 
the pleafure of tranfgreffing it. 

** While his pleafuies afFe<Scd only himfelf, 
he was fafe from interruption or reftraint from 
his father; but at length, feme eohfequences 
happening to attend them, which interfered with 
his budnefs, fuch as the difabling and deaths of 
. fome of his flaves, whom the fquire had diverted 
himfelf with proving his ftrcngth and dexterity 
at his weapons upon j and the flight of others^ 
for rapes committed on their wives and daugh- 
ters, he refolved to fend him over to England^ 
fo poliih his manners, and complete his educa- 
tion. 

** Nor were thefe, weighty as they were, 
the only motives for his forming this refolution* 
An ai&ir of another nature made him alfo think 
his fon*s abfcnce Heceflary, at leaft, for fomc 
time. 

CHAP. IV 

Love triumphant over nature^ but foiled by arU 
Theatrical morality. 

** nr^HERE lived in the neighbourhood of 
JL hisworfliipaclergyman, whohad been 
obliged to leave his native country, to avoid 
being thrown into a jail for a debt he had con- 
traded by going to law, to defend a living 
which had been given him by a nobleman, to 
whom he had been tutor^ and whofe right of 

preienta- 
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find fome way to appcafe her wrath ! What, 
figh for a woman ? for fliame, let no fuch thing 
be faid : it is beneath you, quite beneath you. 

Who^d he that fordid fodijh thing calVd man.-^^ 
The lordly bull ranges thro"" all the field. 
And from the herdfmgling his female out. 
Enjoys her, and abandons her at wilU-^'^^ 

** There's an example for you to imitate ; fal- 
low the didlates of nature, urifophifticated by 
pricftcraft, and be happy. What mifchief have 
pricfts done in the world ? If it were not for the 
vmtings of poets, and the practice of pjayers, 
to open the eyes of mankind, there would be 
np fuch thing as happinefs or pleafure. Before 
men were made fools of by religion, the fexes. 
^onverfed without reftraint, and variety gave a 
rclifli to enjoyment : and fo it does ftiU in my 
country. Dear London ! thou paradife of plea-* 
fure ! there is opportunity for indulging every 
paffion: opportunity, that is not negle&ed; 
There the wife world laughs at every foolifli no- 
tion which interferes with delight. Beauty is 
not kept onjy to be looked at ; it meets defire 
half way, and courts the ufe it was defigned 
for J and fo it would here, if men would manage 
right; and not raife obftacles to their own hap- 
pinefs." 

** This elaborate fpeech had the defired ef- 
feft. The awe in which the fquire had been 
kept by his miftrefs, had already begun to fit 
very uneafy upon him^ and his own inclina* 
tions confirmed his tutor's arguments. Accord- 
ingly he refolved to follow his directions for 

the 
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the attainment of a pleafurc which he faw no- 
other profpcft of enjoying. 

He no fooner (ignified this refolution, than 
it filled his tutor with the higheft joy. He em- 
braced him in rapture; and, iti the fuUnefs of 
his heart, difdofed a variety of fchemes for ac- 
complifhing their deiign ; all objections to the 
juftice of which he eanly removed ; proving by 
the unerring morality of modern comedy, that 
woman is hut a creature made for man^s pleafurey 
and therefore that every method for making herfub^ 
feruient to this original end of her creation^ is law* 
fulfor him to ufe, 

" This doftrine he confirmed both by the prac- 
tice of the finef): gentlemen, and by the implicit 
confeffion of the finefl ladies of the age, who 
would never go to (fee the plays, in which thofc 
principles are openly inculcated, with fuch ea- 
gerncfs, nor encourage the players, whole 
greateft merit confifls in giving them all the 
force and graces of exprefuon and a£tion, and 
whofe own lives are invariably formed upon 
• them, with fuch diftinguifhed marks of their 
favour, if they could difpute the truth, or dif- 
approved the praSice of them. 

" This reafoning appeared fo conclufive, that 
it removed every Inadow of fcruple j and they 
dire£Hy entered into confutation upon the 
means for putting their fchemes in execution ; 
which they fettled without any foolilh reflraint 
from the miftaken prejudices of honour, virtue 
or religion. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

j1 well'laid fchime difappotnted. The great advan^ 
tage of being well -read in the drama. The fcene 
of action is changed. 

« T>URSUANT to their plot the fquire 
Xr , went next morning to vifit Maria ^ as 
ufual ; when he declared his paffion with the 
moft folemn affurances of finccrity j as an in- 
conteftible proof of which, he propofcd an im- 
mediate marriage, but to be kept fecret from 
both their fathers, till they (hould find fomc 
happy opportunity of gaining their approbation 
of it. 

** At the former part of this propofal, a mo- 
deft blufh overfpread Maria's face ; and fhewed 
that her heart had no obje£lion to it; but the 
firft mention of fecrecy reftored her to herfelf. 
She thanked him politely for the favourable 
opinion he profefled to have of her, but aflured 
him, at the fame tin>e, that flie never indulged 
even a thought which (he imagined improper 
for her father's immediate knowledge, muqh 
Icfs would venture upon the moft important 
aftion of life, without his advice and approba- 
tion. 

*.' The determined manner in which fhe faid 
this, convinced her lover, that it wa« in vain 
to, prefs her father. He, therefore, returned 
to his tutor, greatly dejefted at the difappoint- 
inent : for had (he confented, the tutor was to 

have 
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have difguifed himfelf, and perfonated the 
chaplain of a man of war that happened to lie 
upon the coaft at that time, to marry them ; 
which his theatrical talents enabled him to do, 
without danger of detedlion, and then, when 
his pupil's paffion was gratified, it was only 
confeffing the ftratagem, (and all ftratagems are 
lawful in love and war) and parting with her at 
once ; or, if fhe fliould prove refraftory, and 
difcover the whole, his worfhip's power, which 
would not fail to be exerted on fuch an occa- 
fion, was fuiEcient to bear them through tri- 
umphant. 

** But unexpefled as this difappointment was, 
the tutor foon found refources in the fertility of 
his own genius to remedy it. After a paufe of 
a few moments, 

*' Caiijla! ((aid he, fpeaking to himfelf as if 
in deep confideration) Califla! and then prove 
a criminal correfpondence, both before and after 
her marriage, with fome faft friend who would 
not deny the charge ! Yes ! that might do j but 
flay l^-'Monimta ! Aye ! Monimia is the thing — 
Then fpeaking to the fquire as if he did not 
know that he had over-heard him : 

" Well then (faid he) if fhe will preclude 
herfelf from the poor confolation of pity, let her 
blame herfelf. My bow is not trufting to one 
firing. Yes ! you fliall have her, my friend j you 
fhall nave her as long as you pleafe ; and when 
your defires are fatiated, you (hall get rid of her 
without reproach. My plot, it is true, is deeply 
laid ; but I have precedents enough in dramatic 
writ ta juftify it. You fhall marry her publicly 
(leave me to reconcile your father to it!) and 
then what is eafier at any time than to catch fome 

faithful 
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faithful friend in bed with her, which may be 
brought about by your ftealing from her in her 
fleep, and letting me, for inftance, take your 
place ; after which a divorce will be obtained 
without difficulty. 

^' Then pluoiing kimfelf in his fagacity, and 
firutting a ftep or two back and forward with 
an air oir importance, ^' I have not ftudied the 
drama fo long (faid he) to be at a lofs now 
for a fcheme to fupplant the virtue of a girl, or 
elude the vigilance of a bookifh doating father ; 
let her therefore tell him her ftory, as foon as 
(he pleafes, I am prepared for both. As for his 
worihip I know that he will readily join in any 
thing to pull down the pride of that parfon, in 
revenge for his having the a/Turance to arraign 
his condu£^ by preaching up to others, and 
pra^fing himfdf, a courfe of life, in ail re- 
fpeds, fo opofite to his own/' 

^' But deeply as this defign was laid, it met 
with the (ame rate, and from the fame motive, 
with the former. The moment her lover left 
her, Maria informed her father of his propofal, 
who in the uprightnefs of his heart went dire»£l!y 
and difclofed it to his worihip. It is impoflible 
to defcribe the rage into which fuch a ftory 
threw him. He immediately fent off his fon 
to Englarui^ to prevent the difgrace of his mak- 
ing (b unworthy a match : and, far from being 
obliged to Euptran&r for making the difcover)', 
bore him ever after the moft impUcahie hatred, 
for being father to the object of his fon's padion. 

" As for the tutor, the time appointed for his 
travels not being yet expired, he was obliged to 
flay behind, and truft his pupil to his own ma- 
nagement. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Squire Sugarcane arrives in England. An odd 

tnedfy of high and low life. Prejudice of edu- 

cation involves him in many difagreeahle circum^ 

fiances^ and at length brings him into imminent 

danger* 

** A^UR hero arrived in England without 
V^ any accident. His father, it may be 
judged, did not burthen him with much advice. 
Two things only he cautioned him againft^ 
which were extravagance, for his pride had 
prompted him tcf give him unlimited credit, and 
matrimony without his exprefs approbation, In 
every thing elfe, he left him to his own go- 
vernment, or indeed, more properly fpeaking, 
to chance. 

" But he might have fpared himfelf the trou- 
ble even of this much. The moment his fon 
was out of his fight, he fcorned all reftraint, 
however eafy and juft ; and if his father's advice 
had any influence upon him, it was only to raife 
a defire of oppofition to it. 

** Accordingly, as foon as he got to London^ 
he ran into every fafliionable expence, with an 
eagernefs that feenied to court ruin. He had 
houfes fumptuoufly furniflied at all places of 
pleafurable refortj he fet up equipages which 
vied in magnificence with thofe of a fovereign 
prince, kept running-horfes, hounds, and 
whores \ and, to complete his character, played 

deeply 
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deeply at every game, in which art and experi- 
ence could give his antagonift an advantage 
over his ignorance. 

** All this he did, from an abfurd vanity of 
following the fafliion ; to indulge his own tafte, 
which the manner of his education had fixed 
upon the moft vulgar pleafurcs, and groffeft fen- 
fualities, he ran into the oppofite extreme of 
low life. Thus he oftener flept in fome filthy 
brothel, than m any of his own elegant houfes ; 
while his equipage waited whole mornings at 
his door, he was in a dirty difguife driving an 
hackney coach ; he got drunk with his grooms, 
and roae his own races ; and the converfation 
of his dog-boys was the greateft pleafure he 
reaped from his hounds. The miftrefles whom 
he kept at the moft profufe e3q)ence, he feldom 
even faw; his amours rarely foaring higher than 
the humble patrollers of the ftreets ; and while 
he was throwing away thoufands among gam- 
blers of fafliion, his heart langulflied for a 
game of put, or all-fours, for a pint of beer, or 
a dram bf gin ; and he often ftole away, from 
the moft elegant entertainments which luxury 
could devife, to caroufe and riot among chair- 
men and porters in a night cellar. 

'* Such a courfe of life • neceflarily involved 
him in numberlefs fcrapes and troubles. Accuf- 
tomed to converfe with none but dependants, 
and lord it over flaves, who dared not even 
murmur at his cruelty and abufes, he could not 
bear to be treated as an equal by perfons whofe 
more moderate expences made him think them 
of inferior fortunes ; and on the flighteft con- 
tradidiion to his will, in his fervants, or any 
Other of the lower ftations of life, would fly 

out 
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out into his ufual outrages, beating and wound- 
big them ii "he moft cruel manner. 

•* The c nfequences of this condu<?l were al- 
ways difap '»'*able. The former returned the 
infolence ot i..s behaviour with the moft morti^ 
fying contempt ; or with pcrfonal affronts, 
which pride and cowardice equally prevented 
his refenting in the only manner that could put 
an end to them ; and the harpies of the law ex- 
torted ample fatiafa£h*on from his purfe for the 
n^arieS to the latter, and that often after he had 
kiffered fufficiently before from the fuperior 
ftreugth of thofe who complained of him, 

** Such an hurricane of riot and debaucuery 
was too violent to laft long. An accident thaf 
happened in oh€ of his nofturnal exploits low- 
ered his fpirits for a time, and gavre his pleafure 
a lefs tumultuous turn. 

** A party, among whom he was, having 
(allied out one night from the tavern in the mad- 
nefs^ of inebriation, to fcour the ftreets, and fig- 
nalize their bravery on all who fhould be fo un- 
fortunate as to fall in their way. Humbled upon 
a watchman afleep upon his ftand. The figure 
of the wretch would have befpoke compaffion 
from any human creatures under the direftion of 
leafon. He was worn out with age, and appear- 
ed an obje6l much more proper to receive, than 
give proteftion. But the mifery of his appear- 
ance only rai fed their mirth : and one of them 
of uncommon wit and humour faying what a fur- 
prize it would be to the old fellow to wake in the 
other world, our hero, who was the moft drunk 
in the company, and perhaps moft accuftomed 
to fuch feats, direftly drew his fword, and plung- 
fc4 if into his body.'* 
\ Vol. I C . « iSuch 
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" Such an aSion ftruck them all with horror. 
They inftantly took to flight, in which he at- 
tempted to follow them ; but confcious affright 
deprived him of the little ftrength which li- 

Si^or had left, and he fell at his length in the 
rect, where he lay unable to rife, though not 
infenfible of the danger that hung over his head, 
)iis apprehenfions of which were far from being 
lefTened by hearing the wretch cry out murder ; 
as he thought it impoffible for him to outlive fuch 
a wound, though the joke he. had deAgned was 
difappointed, and it happened not to put him to 
immediate death. 

«' The firft cry of murder brought a number 
of the neighbouring watchmen to the place, who 
found the 'fquire with his drawn fword lying on 
the ground by him, and every circumftance of 
his appearance confirming, his guilt. But if this 
lUd not been fufiicient, there wanted not dire£l 
proof of it ; for fome of his companions confi-* 
dering the confequences of having been known to 
have been in his company, and aware of the 
danger that might attend his impeaching them, 
returned immediately to^ the place, and charged 
him diredly with the facS):. 

" On this he was dragged away to the round- 
houfe ; where his fright Toon recovered him from 
his drunkennefs, and {hewed him all the horrors 
of his fituation. In vain did he ofFer immenfe 
ftims for liberty to make his efcapei the affair 
was now public, and the watchman's wound 
was declared nvortal, by a furgeon who had been 
called up to drefs him. 

** Accordingly, after fuffering the infults of 
the watch ; and the revilings of his companions, 
Viho ftrove to fliew their own innocence by 

aggravating 
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aggravating his guilt, for the remainder of the 
night, he was taken before a magiftrate next 
morning, where the circumflances of his crime 
were examined into with the moft excruciating 
minutenefs, and the confequences of it blazoned 
in fuch terrifying colours as were fuificient to 
ftrike the boldeft heart with defpair ; and when 
thus properly prepared, he was committed to the 
common prifon, to wait the fentenceof the law, 
among the vileil malefadlors who difgrace the 
human name. 

CHAP. VII. 

jfn hatr-hreadth efcape. The happtnefs of being 
abfolutely difengaged in life. An unexpe5led 
piece ofnewsjhews the perverfenefs of the human 
heart. 

«« TP H E news of the fquire's misfortune 
X was immediately fpread over the whole 
tovftiy and of courfe foon came to the ears of his 
father's correfpondent J who, tho'hewas highly 
difTatisfied with his manner of life, thought it 
his duty not to defert him in fuch a dreadful con* 
dition* He therefore went dire£Hy to the ma- 
giftrate, and learning the circumftances of the 
affair from him, found reafon to fufpedl that it 
was not fo bad as was reprefented ; but was ag« 
gravated with a defign of extorting ^oney from 
the terrified criminal. 

** In confequence of this fufpicion, he fent 

for a furgeon of charader, and going to the 

C 2 place 
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place where the watchman lay (an attorne)'s 
houfe) infifted on feeing his wound opened ; 
when it appeared fo far from being mortal, that 
the furgeon declared it was not even dangerous, 
with the leaft care, the fword having happily 
hit upon a rib, and fo only glanced between 
that and the (kin. 

*' On this difcovery, the merchant demanded 
his friend's being admitted to bail ; and on the 
magiftrate's confenting, becaufe he did not dare 
to refufe, went himfelf to the prifon, with the 
joyful tidings : where he found the defponding 
wretch furrounded by a gang of follicitors, and 
knights of the poft, ivho were planning fchemes 
for his efcapc by perjury and chicane, and at the 
fame time exaggerating his danger to enhance 
the price of their own damnation ; in earneft of 
which, and to quicken their invention, they had 
already received^ all the money in his pocket, 
which amounted to a confiderable fum, 

" At the firft fight of the merchant, thefe har- 
pies vaniflied like owls at the appearance of the 
fun. The good man faw the Yquire's diftrefs, 
and judging that it might be a proper time to 
work upon him, foftened thus by fear, he fat 
down, and entered into a friendly expoftulation 
with him on the folly, vice, and danger of fuch 
a life as he had led ; and concluded by wifhing, 
that his prefent almoft miraculous efcape might 
make a proper impreffion upon him, for the re- 
mainder of his life. 

** The 'fquire heard the former part of his 
difcourfe with lifllefs inattention ; but at the 
mention of his efcape, he fell upon his knees, 
and, eagerly kiffing his friend's hand, conjured 
him to conhrm the happy word* 

<« It 
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" It is impoffible to defcribe his fituation on 
being fatisfied that his danger was over. Hiff 
/pirits, ever in extreme, were raifed as high as 
they had been dejedted before; fo fudden g 
tranlition from defpair to happinefs (for fo his joy 
for that moment might juftly be called) almoft 
depriving him of his fenfes. He broke out into 
fuch inconfiftent extravagancies of exultation, 
that he made his friend for fome time fear he 
fhould utterly lofe his reafon. But his ftrength 
focn failing under fuch accumulated fatigue, his 
fpirits funk into a fettled calm ; and he left the 
prifon in the mod rational flate of mind he had 
been in fmce he came to England. 

** The horrors he had endured in this affair 
made an impreffion on his mind, which influenced 
the remainder of his life. His danger determined 
him for ever againfl: fuch exploits as that which 
drew him into it ; and the behavior of his com- 
panions gave him fo ftrong an averfion to fuch 
fociety, that he refufed their vifits of congratu- 
lation on his return to his own houfe,and jnever 
would mix with them more. 

" He was now in fuch a ftate of fufpence, for 
th^ choice of his future life, that had any prin- 
ci^'les of virtue been inculcated in his mind by 
education, he might moft probably have follow-? 
ed their direction. But when the voice of plea- 
fure, the tumults of diflipation and vice were 
filenced, aH was a wretched void within him, 
and he was really obliged to give into the firft 
fchemeof aftive idlenefs which chance fuggefted, 
for want of knowing what elfe to do. 

'^ Jufl in this critical time, he happened to 

receive a packet of letters from home. Thai 

C 3 of 
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of hi$ father he threw carelefsly by, fcarcc half 
read through : but the fight of his tutor's hand 
raifing an expectation of fome news concerning 
Mariny hts paiSion for whom he had never been 
able entirely to fubdue, he opened it with ea- 
gcmefs, though he had no rcafon to expcd any 
account particularly interefting to him. 

" His tutor informed him, that his father 
looking upon her as the caufe of his being obliged 
to fend his fon to England^ the moment he was 
gone (hewed the moft rancorous hatred to her 
and Euphranor^ which his power gave him (o 
many opportunities of wreaking, that he made 
their Jives quite miferable : they rcfolved, there- 
fore, to leave that country, and feek fome happier 
retreat elfewhere ; but as they were juft ready to 
go, Euphramor received a letter from the bro- 
dier of the lord to whom he had been tutor, to 
inform him of his lordfhip's death, and defire 
that he would return to England as foon as pof- 
fible, to take poffeffion of a very confiderable 
living juft then become vacant in his gift, and 
which he kept for him ; adding, that he had 
difcharged the debt, which had been the occa- 
sion of his going abroad ; and that on receipt of 
this news they left the placfe diredly, not more 
to their own iatisfa£lion, than to the mortifica- 
tion of his father, at their good fortune and 
efcape from his power. 

*' This account threw him into a violent 
conflicS : his heart felt the ftrongeft emotions 
at the thought of her being in the fame coun- 
try with him. He at firft refolved to find her 
^t, and pleafcd himfclf to think how agree- 
ably 
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ably (h&muft be furprifed at the great improve- 
fnents (he would fee in his appearance and ad- 
drefs, which he did not doubt would make fuch 
an impreffion on her in his favour, as fhould 
greatly facilitate his defires. 

'* DUX a moment's refle£lioi^ overthrew all 
thefe flattering hopes ; and fhewed him the ut- 
ter improbability of her ever liftening to the ad- 
drefles, or even receiving the vifits of a man by 
whom (he had been treated in fo bafe a manner ; 
for to mitigate the feverity of his father's rage, 
and wipe ofF the difgrace of having proposed 
marriage to one fo much beneath him, he had 
openly declared the defigns he had formed for 
her ruin. 

** But this was not what gave him the 

Kateft pain. The advantageous change in 
fkther's affairs removing the only objecSlion 
^hich he thought could be made to her, it im- 
mediately occurred to him, that fome perfon of 
diftind^ion would moft probably be captivated 
by her charms, at her return to England^ ^ni 
marry her $ and it was death to him to think 
that &it fhould make any other man happy, 
tliough he had loft all hopes of ever obtaining her 
himfelf. 

" Bat thefe difagrccable refedions foon gave 
place to thoughts of another nature. His mind 
had been in fuch a continued agitation ever 
fmce his coming to London^ that he had not 
*)nce remembered the many fine things his tu- 
tor had fo often told him of the theatres ; nor 
the lufcious defcriptions he had drawn of the 
pleafures to be found in the company of the 
players of both fexeis. But a repetition of them 
C 4 ia 



32 THE REVERIE. 

in this letter had an immediate efFeft upon hitfi 
in his prefent undetermined ftate ; and he re- 
ibJved to look there for that happinefs which he 
had miffed of hitherto. 

<S><S><1><2><2><S><S><S><2><S> 
CHAP. viir. 

TJje pleafures of theatrical focieiy, Tlje fqulre com- 
mences critic and patron. He a^s the part of 
Jxiorty and embraces a cloud inftead of a god-- 
defs. 

'* T N purfuance of this refolution he direflly 
X- became almoft an inhabitant of the play- 
houie. He made acquaintances with all the 
players; he attended rehearfals, drank tea in the 
green-room y and in a very little time had all the 
terms of theatrical criticifm at his fingers ends. 

" He now thought himfclf an happy man. 
The mirth and wit of the a<Slots, the freedom 
and eafe of the aftreffes, and the obfequioufnefs 
and flattery of both quite charmed him. His 
table was conflantly filled with them ; while they 
in return for his hofpitality convinced him, that 
he had overlooked his own abilities, and was re- 
ally endowed with the mofl refined tafle, and 
exquifite judgment of the age. 

** As foon as he had made this difcovery, he 
affumed all the confequence of this new cha- 
rader. He retailed the phrafes of criticifm, 
which he had lately picked up, on all occafions 
with the moft decifive air; fpoke with con- 
tempt 
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tempt of authors whofe names he fcarcely knew> 
and praifed thofe of eftabliihed reputation ; bu^ 
aJl in general terms, and merely as an echo to 
the to^^n. 

•* It may be thought that this courfe of life» 
idle and infignificant as it was, muft be more 
harmlefs at leaft than that which he had led be- 
fore J but ftill it was not free from its inconve- 
niencies alfo. 

" Such afet of company ncceflarily precluded 
him from that of all perfons whofe converfation? 
might have been either an advantage or an ho- 
nour to htm; befides, to fupport the dignity of 
his charafler, he was obliged to fet up for a pa- 
tron of the polite arts, which laid him open to 
the impofitions of every ignorant pretender to 
Ibem i as he was utterly deftitute of the leaft de- 
gree of judgment tadiredir him in the diftribution 
of the rewards which their flattery and importu- 
nities extorted from his ignorance and vani- 
ty 5 fo that, though he had retrenched moft of 
his former cxpences, on his entering into his pre- 
fent way of Hfe, he found but very little advan- 
tage from his ceconomy ; the cravings of his new 
dependents pioving as efFeftual a drain to his 
Bioncy as all his more fhcwy extravagancies had 
been before. 

" But this was only a trifle, in comparifon 
©f other confcquences which attended this con* 
ne£lion. Such a fortune as he pofTeiTed was a 
lure to every fcheming genius, to try their abi- 
lities upon him 5 the acbrefles, in particular, 
fpread openall their nets, to take him in for a 
fettlement ;'at leaft, if not even entrap him iit 
the marriage noofe, as he was a batchelor. 
This was the fecret reafon of that officioufxiefs 
C 5 Cft. 
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to pleafe him, which has been obferved before ^ 
but his attention was too much taken up with 
the addrefley paid to his underftanding, to admit 
his minding thofe offered to his perfon. 

** At length, however, one of the female ad- 
venturers of the ftage hit upon a plan, in which 
her experience promifed her fuccefs. She faw 
that vanity glittered through his {hallow heart, 
and was the ruling principle of all his adions : 
to catch this, therefore, a gilded bait was all that 
was neceflary. For this purpofe, (he contrived to 
convey him a letter, glowing with the warmeft 
profeffions of love, but lamenting the reftraint 
which a fuperior ftation laid her under from 
making herfelf known, or gratifjing the paffion 
that preyed upon her heart. 

** The receipt of this letter threw him into the 
higheft perplexity; he ran over every fcenc of 
his life, to try if he^ could, from any circum- 
llance, find out who this enamoured fair could 
be ; but all in vain. However, his ignorance 
by no means eafed him of his anxiety; he had 
too good an opinion of himfelf to doubt the truth 
of what ihe faid ; and his darling vanity was too 
ftrongly flattered by the thought, to admit his 
flighting fuch an honour, could he poflibly dif« 
cover by whom it was done him. 

** Tne fair one, who faw him every day, foon 
had an opportunity of obferving his diflrefs, 
which was the fignal (he wanted to convince 
her that the lure me threw had taken. Accord* 
ingly» in a day or two after ihe wrote him ano* 
ther letter, in which (he appointed him a place 
of meeting, but under the moft folemn adjura* 
tions of fecrecy and honour, when (he availed 
herfelf fo well of her theatrical art of varying 

her 
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her appearance, and perfonating a ficlitious 
character, that, with the afliftance of the plav- 
houfe cloaths, and a good quantity of paint, £he . 
pafTed upon him for a beautiful young lady of 
the firft quality, who had accidentally been 
fmjtten with the charms of his perfon. 

*' The delicacy and modeft referve with 
which (he revealed her own paffion, and re- 
ceived his addrefles, gained fo complete a con- 
queft over his intoxicated heart, that he out* 
t^ent her moft fanguine expedations, and made 
diftant propofals of marriage, at the very firft 
interview; but thefe the chara£ter fhe afled 
would not permit her to underftand too readily 5 
and his refpe6f prevented his fpeaking plainer, 
on fo fhort an acquaintance* 

" But an accident foon removed this diffi- 
culty, which was equally diftreffing to them 
both, though from fo different motives. Going 
to the play the next evening as ufual, he wa» 
furprifed to fee Maria glittering in all the pride 
of drefs in one of the ftage boxes ; the fight of 
her put him fo much off his guard, that, hap- 
pening to catch her eye, he bowed to her di- 
re£Hy in the moft familiar manner : but what 
ifiras his confufion, to find, that inftead of ac- 
knowledging his falute, (he turned from him 
with a look of ineifable contempt. 

** Such an affront, lYi fo public a place, could 
not efcape notice. The eyes of every one were 
immediately fixed upon him, in fo fignificant a 
manner, that he could not ftand it; but was 
forced to retire, burfting with refentment, be- 
hind the fcenes, where he had the additional 
mortification to learn, that (he was above every 
attack he could make upon her, being lately 

married 
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married to the young nobleman who was fitting 
with her, and was the fame who had recalled 
her father and her from the place of their ba- 
nifbnient. 

*^ It is impoflible to defcribe the malignant 
paffions which tore his heart at this news : his 
love was inftantly turned to the moft rancorous 
hatred ; and envy prompted him to ruin an hap- 
pinefs which he had not been able to prevent. 

*' WhHe he was revolving various fcheme* 
for this purpofe, his unlucky genius blundered 
upon one, which drew that mortification ten* 
thoufand fold upon his own head which he de- 
figned for her. He thought that the fafeft: way 
he could take to humble her pride (for his cou- 
rage was cooled from any attempts which might» 
poffibly endanger his dear perfon) was to fhew 
her, that he had been as great a gainer as fhe 
by not being married to her;, and to return her 
contempt in kind. 

*' Accordingly, at the very next meeting his 
enamoured fair one indulged him with,, he pro- 
ofed an immediate marriage, which he preflTed 
with fuch unfeigned ardor, that, after fome 
few ftruggles between her love for him, and her 
regard to the dignity of her rank, (he confented^ 
her fear of being prevented by her noble friends 
and family palliating the precipitancy of fuch 
a ftcp. 

" The exultations of twoperfons, happy thus 
in the fuccefs of their defigns,. well fupplied the 
place of pomp and ceremony at the wedding ; 
but what was the bridegroom's aftoniftiment 
next morning, to find a faded veteran, of the 
ftage in his arms, inftead of a d^tchefs inall 
the pride of beauty, rank, and fortune v for the 

warmth 
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warmth of the night had melted the painted 
bteom upon her checks, and reftored her to her 
natural appearance, which day-light difplayed 
in no very favourable light. 

•' He ftartcd from her i» horror ; and as foort 
as he had recovered; the ufe of fpeech, which 
fuch a fight for fomc time deprived him of, flew 
into the raoft outrageous fury, and fwore he 
would be revenged, in the dreadfuUeft manner,, 
for fuch an infamous peice of deceit.. 

^ But his bride was too well acquainted with 
the world to be terrified at his threats. She arofo 
with all the expedition that her delicate regard 
to decency would permit^ and throwing herfelf 
at his htt^ alledged the violence of her paflion 
as an excufe for her ftratagem ; (and all ftra» 
tagems, (he faid,. were lawful in love) befought 
his forgivenefs in the tendereft terms, and 
vowed the moft exemplary duty, love, and vir- 
tue for the reft of her life, promifing to make 
ample amends for the imaginary difparity of 
rank; (for his owa fortune placed him above 
regard to mercenary confiderations.) by her in- 
celFant attention to his pleafure. 

" Well as ftie afl:ed her part, the abufed huf- 
band remained inflexible, vowing to purfuc her 
with, the utmoft feverity ; a refolutioa which 
the remembrance of his own treatment of 
Maria^ now retorted ia fuch. a fignal manner 
on himfelf, enforced with every motive of ha- 
tred and revenge. 

*' But his wrath had as Ifttle efFeA upon her 
as her entreaties poffibly could have upon him. 
She arofe from his feet with an air of difdain.; 
and telling him, that if he did not know what 
was due to the character of his wife^ ibe v^ould 

fooa 
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foon Inform him, drefled herfelf with the greatcft 
compofure, and wifhing him a good morning, 
kft him to go to brcakfaft with what appetite 
he could. 

•' Nor were her threats in vain ; flie went 
dire£Hy to a lawyer, by whofe advice fhe took 
fuch meafures as obliged her hufband to com- 
pound matters with her, and give her fuch a 
fettlement (as he did not chuie cohabitation) 
as enabled her to pay the debt of gratitude, and 
keep thofe now who had kept her in former 
days. 

*' This affair broke off all his theatrical con- 
nexions, and left him as much at a lofs what to 
do with himfelf as he had been when he firft 
entered into them. But the death of his father,- 
of which" he received the account juft as he had 
concluded this tranfadion, freed him from this 
uncertainty, and engaged him in purfuits of a 
quite different nature from thofe he had hitherto 
followed. 
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CHAP. IX. 

JUr. Sugarcane commences ftatefman. Signal 
inftances of minifterial confidence and favour, 
A common change. The conduSf of a patriot. 

^< ^Tp H E death of his father put Mr. Sugar* 
JL cane (for he muft no longer be called 
by the familiar title of fquire) in poffcffion of 
fuch an immenfe fortune, that he immediately 
iPonfidered himfelf as one of the pillars of the 
fiate I and looking on every thing elfe as beq- 
ueath 
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neath his dignity and importance, devoted hiin<«> 
felf entirely to the care of nations. 

" In purfuance of this refolution, he waited 
direfidy on the minifter, and difplaying his own 
confequence in the ftrongeft colours, informed 
him of his defire to become a member of the 
fenate, and offered him his fervice in the moft 
unlimited terms. 

*< The minifter, whom long experience had 
taught to read the human heart, immediately 
iaw what ufe he might make of fuch an offer, 
from fo fanguine a volunteer. Accordinglv he 
thanked him for the honour of his friendfhip 
in the moft polite manner, encouraged him in 
fo laudable a defign, and treated him with fuch 
a refpe^lful intimacy, as quite won his (hallow 
heart. 

<< As foon therefore as he was fatisfied that 
he had him fecure, he told him one dav, with 
an air of the highefk fatisfafUon, that ne now 
had an opportunity of (hewing him the confi- 
dence he had in him, and at the fame time pro* 
curing him that rank in the ftate which he de- 
ferved, by getting him returned for one of his 
boroughs. 

Mr. Sugarcane*s joy at this news may eafily 
be conceived ; he thanked him in the warmeii 
terms of gratitude for fo great a favour j and 
on the minifler's expreiSng fome concern for 
the expence which might pofSbly attend an op- 
pofition that was defigned againft his intereft» 
declared the ftrongeft contempt for fuch paultry 
confiderations, and infifted on the honour of 
defraying the whole himfelf. 

" Accordingly he went dire£Uy down to the 
borough, wherQ be entered on the complicated 

bufmefs; 
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bufinefs of cle<9:ioneering with fuch fpirit, and 
carried it on at (o profufe an expence, that his 
opponents were glad to fubmit to the minifter's 
terms, which they had abfolutelv rejefted be- 
fore, to avoid the vexation and difgrace of being 
foiled by a ftratagem. 

** It may be thought that his being made a 

Eroperty of in fo notorious a manner, would 
ave made him fee his folly ; but it was no fuch 
thing. Far from berng offended, he took it as 
an inftance of the bigheft confidence in his 
friendfhip, on the minifter's reprefenting to 
him, that the bufinefs of the flate could not have 
been carried on without giving him up for that 
time, and promifing to make him ample amends 
on a more favouraWe occafion. 

** Grofs as this impofition was, he blindly fub- 
mitted to it feveral times fucceffively, cajoled by 
afTurances of friendlhip and artful hints of having 
hts fervices rewarded in the end by a peerage. 

^* He lived tluis upon air for feveral years, 
Squandering more in purfuit of a fhadow than 
the acquifition of the fubflance could ever pofE- 
bly refund him. At length, however, his eyes 
were opened ; and he faw the abufe he had fuf- 
fered in the moft mortifying light : but inftead 
of being cured of his madnefs, it only gave it 
another turn. He diredUy commenced patriot, 
in the prefent fence of the word, declaiming 
againfl the minifler and his meafures, with as 
much vehemence and heat as he had declaimed 
for them before ; and lavifhing his fortune as 
profufely, inoppofition to his interefl, as he had 
formerly c^one to firpport it. 

*' Evident as the motives of this change were, 
the giddy multitude fuffered themfelves to be 

deceived 
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deceived by it ; or rather indeed, they received 
it as a colour to palliate the abfurdity of their 
confiding in him, and juflify their taking the 
bribes with which he buys them. 

** On this fyftem he proceeds now, undif- 
couraged by the many difappoinments he has 
met with, and the difEculties into which fuch 
complciated diflipation of his fortune, immenfely 
great as it was, has thrown his affairs. In his 
prefent attempt, it is true, he has a profpe£l of 
iuccefs : but how far this will anfwer his ex- 
pe^ation of making him happy, or what ufe 
even he will make of it, the leafl experience of 
human life fufficiently fhews. —But I fee an un- 
eafinefs in your looks. If I have faid any thing 
Uiat you do not comprehend, fpeak your doubt, 
with freedom, and I will refolve it with pleafure/' 

** This condefcenfion (anfwered I) O rtioft 
benevolent fpirit ! is agreeable to the excellence 
of thy natures and I were unworthy of the fa- 
vour you offer, if I let a falfe modefty, a proud 
relu£bnce to (hew my ignorance, prevent my 
accepting it. It is moft true, that you have 
faid fome things which I cannot undemand the 
meaning of. You fay he commenced a patriot, 
in the prefent fenfe of the word. Can any word 
be plainer ? Or what fenfe but the obvious na- 
tural one can it be taken in ?" 

** Your inexperience, in the ways of the 
world, (replied be with a fmiie) leads you intQ 
this difficulty. Your notions are all merely fpe- 
culativc, formed on reflexion and not on obfer- 
vation. You conlider things as they ought to 
be, fuppofmg man to zA upon the principles of 
reafon, not as they are, under fo contrary a di« 
fe£lion : and this miftake of the merely learned. 
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is the caufe of the very little fervice which their 
works do in the world. 

** A patriot, in the original and proper 
meaning of the word, is the nobleft title which 
can be given to man ; and includes every virtue, 
moral, focial, and civil. But fo entirely is the 
ufe of words changed with the courfe of things, 
that ftripped of every idea which can defervcJ 
refpeft, it implies only a factious oppofer of 
the meafures of the court, who pretends a re- 
gard to the public welfare, to gain the confi- 
dence of the p^ple, and make himfelf of fuf- 
ficent confequencfc to be admitted to a fliare of 
the fpoil which he declaims againft. (You 
are to thktvt that I fpeak in the general. 
That thene i^ folnetitties men who really de- 
ferve the title in Its fnfoft exalted fenfe^ and 
pofiefs every yirtue wbtoh they make profeffion 
of, I will not deny } but they are too few to 
place in opp6fiti(Mfi to the multitude ; and the 
exception only proves the rule.) You heard 
With what veh^i^hte Mr. Sugarcane harrangued 
Ugainft the mihifter, accufing.him of t^etrayinfg 
tiie inlerefl^, iu^d over-turning the conftitution 
of his coxuHxy, lind founding his ownpreteh- 
fibns to merit with the public on the eiFefbual 
means he defigned to mzkt ufe of, to defeat fuch 
pernicious defigns. Thefe profeffions you fee 
have been fuccefsful j how far they were fincere, 
there is a fcene juft opening which will inform 
you.** 

The crowd by this time was difperfed, fatis* 
fied with what they had got, or expeding no 
more then; aad the candidate was retired to 
enjoy his fucoefs with a few fele^ friends. But 
fcarce was he feated) when he received wordi 

that 
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that a ftrange gentleman wanted to fpeak with 
him in private that moment. 

Mr. Sugarcane imagined that it was one of 
his opponents, who was coming over to him, 
and wanted to make terms ; and therefore gave 
diredions to have^im fliewn into his clofet, 
whither he foon followed him ; but what was 
hi^ furprize to fee that it was a friend of the mi* 
ntfter^ whom he well knew to be in the greateft 
confidence with him. 

As fbon as the common compliments of ci- 
vilitv were paid, •* You wonder probably. Sir, 
(faid the ftran^cr) at this vide from me, but the 
motive of it will excufe the abruptnefs. I come 
to propofe an accommodation between you and 
the mjnifter. The neceffity of aflfairs obliged 
him to treat you with an appearance of tmkind^ 
nefs ; but thaft is now over, and he is willing to 
make you amends." 

^* Amends, Sir f (anfwered Mr. Sugarcanif 
with an haughty air) I do not underftand vou. 
I have difcovered the iniquity, the danger of the 
minifter's defigns, and am determined to defeat 
them. I fcorn any accommodation with the 
enemyof my country." 

*' This way of talking. Sir, (interrupted the 
other) may do very wef] amongft a crowd of 
drunken voters, but to me it is nonfenfe. If 
you will deferve the minifler's friendfhipj it 
js offered to you ; if not, he is not afraid of vou. 
He is fufBciently acquainted with the pradiices 
by which you have carried your point here; 
and you knov^ what an appearance they will 
have before the committee upon a petition." 

The mention of a petition threw Mr. Sugar'- 

tarn into evident coilfufion> as he was confcious 

. of 
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of the illegality of his proceedings. This the 
gentleman inftantly obferved, and refolvine to 
take the advantage of it, *' My meflage, oir, 
(faid he in a peremptory tone) requires nota mo- 
ment's confideration. In a word, will you, or 
will you not, be the minifter's friend f This is 
the laft time you will be afked.'* 

*' On what terms ? (anfwered Mr. Sugar-* 
lane^ faultering, and even blufhing at his own 
bafenefs)" *' On the terms you have fo often 
propofed, (replied the ftranger)" ** How Sir ! 
I propofe terms to the minifter !" (interrupted 
Sugarcane with an air of furprize and difdain) I 
do not underfland you. Sir. I would have you 

to know, Sir" " Look you. Sir, (faid the 

ftranger dryly) this way of talking fignifies no- 
thing, as I obferved to you before ; nor have I 
much time to ftay. You have folicited, fre- 
quently and earneftly folicited for a particular 
place: pray. Sir, what was this, but implicitly 
offering your fervice to the minifter, if he would 
give you that place ? Now, Sir, that very place 
is vacant, and at your fervice, provided you will 
write the minifter word, exprefsly and pofitive- 
ly to prevent miftakes, that you will fupport his 
intereft, in every thing required of you, without 
trferve : and I would recommend it to you to 
confider, whether you are like to get fo much by 
oppofmg him. Iri the mean time, to fecure 
your intereft with your eledlors, he confents^that 
you ihall abufe him as much and as grofsly as 
you pleafe." 

Mr. Sugarcane feemed to helitate for a few 
moments, and then reaching his hand to the 
gentleman, *' Give my compliments to gur 
friendj. (faid he) and tdl him he may depend 

upon 
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upon me. I never was his enemv, farther than 
my intereft required, and now he has gained that 
to his fide, he has gained me alfo." 

He then fat down to write the letter required 
of him, to prevent his forgetting that he had 
made terms; as foonas he had finifhed which, 
the ftranger departed, to avoid fufpicion, and 
Mr. Sugarcane returned to his company, where 
he profefTed patriotifm, and railed at the mini- 
fter with greater rage and vehemence than ever. 
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CHAP. X. 

TThe hijiory of a cobler^ who would correSf the times* 
The heft way to win the hearts of the mob* He 
over-a^s his ftart, and is turned out as a 

• . wrangler* . 

SO glariAg a reprefentation of human folly 
overwhelmed me with confufion. I was 
afhamed of participating, in a common nature, 
with fuch monfters of abfurdity, and turned 
away difgufted from the odioufly riidiculous 
fcene. 

The fpirit read the fentiments of my heart, ^ 
and fmillng with ineffable contempt, refumed 
his difcourfe in thefe words : . 

*♦ Your vanity is oiFended at this ftory, as if 
it refle£ied any difgrace upon yourfelf. This 
is another inftance of the folly of man, to think 
his confequence fo exienfive, as to be afFe<Sed 
by any thing not immediately levelled at him. 
Careless of deferving praife himfelf, his pride 
is piqued at the reproof offered to others ; 

but 
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but in this he only betrays his own infirmities. 
No man was everhurted at hearing; a fault re- 
proved of which he was not guilty himfelf. 
The confcious heart is eafily alarmed. His too 
ready fenfibility takes the imputation that was 
never meant, and turns general fatire into par- 
ticular reproach. 

As for me, think not that I take pleafure in 
painting things worfe than they really are. If 
the pi<§ure is difagreeahle the fault is in the 
original ; I copy nature, and am equally above 
flattery and abufe* You muft therefore drop 
this review, if you are dii&tisfied with truth in 
its genuine colours.^' 

<^ Have compaiSon, gracious Spirit, (an- 
fwered I, with a moft refpe£tful obeifance) 
on the weaknefs of my nature, nor impute to 
pride the e£Fe£l of fhame. I felt the force of 
that ridicule, to which you held up fuch egre- 
gious follies, and hope to receive this advantage 
from it, that I fhall never fall into the like 
myfelf. Continue therefore the inftrudlive pic- 
ture, and your fervant (hall join in the honeft 
laugh you raife, even though it be againft him- 

The humility and candour of this declars^ 
tion removed the Spirit's difpleafure, and he 
proceeded. *^ Nothing (hews folly in a more 
contemptible light, (faid he) than it's being re- 
peatedly duped by the fame deceit. Of all the 
pretences which have impofed upon the credu- 
lity of mankind, this of patriotifm has been 
ofteneft ufcd. The reafon is evident; the 
whole fyfiem of human politics is fuch a med- 
ley of folly and corruption, even under the 
wifeft adminiftrations, that if a fupcrior power 

did 
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did not conftantly interpoTe, to difappoint the 
deepeft defigns of man, and obviate the eiFedts of 
his wifdom, the verjf face of nature would be 
changed, >and all her works overwhelmed in 
confufion and ruin. 

•' Obfervation of this uninterrupted feries of 
errors and misfortunes, without attention to the 
fource of them, gives weight to the clamours of 
every felf-ele&ed reformer, againft thofe in power, 
and makes the giddy multitude liften to his fpe* 
cious promifes of redrefs, as a drowning perfon 
catches even at a ftraw; their conftant difap- 
pointments not in the leaft abating their cre«> 
dulity. 

*' Nor is affe(£tetion of reforming confined to 
the higher ranks of life, where affluence may 
feem to give a title to idlenefs, and flatter am- 
bition with a profpe(^ of fuccefs. The meaneft 
mechanic will undertake to. mend the ftatej 
and if he can but harangue with noife and viru- 
lence, will find fool$ of all denonunations to 
liften to what he fays. 

^' An inftance of th}s may be worth attending 
to ; arid yonder little village, at this verv time, 
affords <uie of a moft ftriking nature. Obferve 
that man, fitting in all the mimic pomp of ftate, 
apd harranguing to the gaping crowd around 
him, with all the aflFe£led agitation and vehe- 
mence of voice and geilureof a ranting player, 
tearing a paffion to pieces on the ftage. Liften 
to him but a moment, and you wiU find him 
utterly ignorant of every rule of fpecch, as 
well as eve;-y principle of reafoning, conti^ 
nually comniiuing blunders in each beneath a 
man of fente to uttter, a^d which none but per* 
fons under the ft^ongeft degree of intoxication 

could 
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could hearken to, without difguft and contempt. 
Yet by thefe very harangues, frothy, extrava- 
gaot, and blundering as they are, has he arifeii 
to the ftate of confequence in which you now 
behold him. 

** He was bred a cobler, and worked at hi* 
trade for fome years in that very village with 
tolerable credit : but nature having unluckily 
given him fome vivacity of parts, without any 
prudence to direft them, he foon grew weary of 
working, and fpent all his time in railing at the 
parifh-officers, and accufing them of number- 
lefs abufes in the performance of their feveral 
duties. 

" This naturally drew a crowd every mar- 
ket-day about his ftall, to whom he fet forth 
the public grievances in fo pathetic a manner^ 
and with fuch ftrong intimations of his own 
integrity and ability to redrefs them, if they 
would put the power in his hands, that they 
promifed to chufe him churchwarden at the 
next veftry. 

" Intoxicated with this fuccefs, he imme- 
diately enlarged his plan, and ventured to at- 
tack the fteward of the manor, for having (as 
he alledged) encroached upon the common, 
and extorted exorbitant fees in the courfe of 
his office. Nor did he (hew greater refpedl to 
the lord himfelf, but had the alTurance to charge 
him diredHy with countenancing his fteward's 
oppreffions, and defigning to deitroy the court- 
rolls and turn all the tenants out of their 
farms ; and for fear thefe charges fhould be re- 
futed, he involved in them every one in the 
pariih who had any opportunity of knowing 
the truth) and to inTalidate their teftiniony, 

and 
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and deprive them of all rcfped, branded them 
^d^tbeirla^dlks v^h the nu>ft auoc ious crimes, 
publifliihg every private calumny that malice 
had ever inventejd, and raking up the aflies of 
the dead for fcan^al and defamation. 

" Such a conduft foon won the hearts of 
the mob, as it pulled down thofe above them to 
their.owh leveL Accordingly he became their 
i<lol to fuch a degree, that they implicitly be- 
lieved levery wofd he faid, and refolvcd unani- 
moufly t J fupport him at the approaching veftry, 

" But he had over-adted his part, and in the 
vrarjnth of his pafiion provoked the better part 
of the parifhioners fo much, by his perfonal re- 
fkdHons and . abufe, that before he could be 
defied, he was prefented in the courf-leet as 
a common difturber, and condemned to be fet 
iHithe flocks, for a pnblic example. 

" Though in the heat of his patriotifm he- 
bad often braved danger, and boafled that he 
would bear any perfecution, rather than defert 
his friends, in fuch a glorious caufe ; when it 
came to the teft, his refolution failed him, and 
he manfully ran away to the county-town, 
whercy as he was out of the power of his perfe- 
cutorSy whofe fubordinate jurifdidiion was con- 
fined to their own parifli, and could not reach 
him there, he gallantly bade them defiance, and 
renewed his abufe, railing at them with all the 
rancour of inopotent refentment. 
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CHAP. XL 

I£e ri/es in life but cannot Uavi off his old tricks. 
A repulfe overturns his pairiotifniy which is again 
renewed by another. The great advantage of a 
certain quality ^ generally decried^ but as generally 
fraHifed. 

<< A S he had nothing to fupport him but 
£\^ what he earned by his trade» which he 
had alfo greatly neglected ever fince he had 
turned reformer,' to the no (mail embarraflment 
of his private affairs, he had reafon to ap 
prehend all the miferies of want, on his remo- 
val into a ftrange place. 

<^ But his friends relieved him from bb fears 
and generoufly fubfcribed their Shillings a- piece 
to buy him a new fuit of cloaths, and fet him 
up in a (hoe- maker's fbop ; for he was above 
cobling any longer, and had been made free of 
the gentle craft for a pot of beer, and a fine 
fpeech or two, in one of the little corporation- 
towns he pafTed through in his travels. 

<< The racket that had been made about him 
drew fo many cuftomers to his (hop, that he 
was in a fair way of earning honeft bread, if 
he could have kept himfelf quiet, and applied 
diligently to his work ; but the itch of reform- 
ing had taken fuch fail hold of him, that he 
could not help meddling with other people's 
xoncerns, every where he went. 

** Accordingly 
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<^ Accordingly in Tome little time after he 
was feuled in the country-town, he took an op- 
porlunity one day, when the principal inhabi- 
tants were met together at a charity-feaft, to. 
prefent them with a full accouut of all the 
2reat things he had promifed and propofed do- 
ing in his own parifh, had he not unluckily 
been driven out of it, which he had got an 
attorney's clerk to write out fair for him, in a 
fair band, and on gilt paper, and kindly offer- 
ed bis fervtce in the fame manner to them. 

^^ But they had heard his charadier before, 
and judging that they could get nothing but 
trouble by admitting fuch a wrangler among 
them, prudently declined hi^ offer, and return- 
ed him his paper. 

*< It mufl be imagined that fuch an indignity 
provoked bis wrath to the higbefl degree ; but 
he thought proper to fupprefs it, in a great 
meafure for fear of difobiiging fome of his 
cuflomers ; and fo only expoilulated miJdly with 
them inftead of flying out into fcurrility and 
abufe, as be had done on the former occafion. 

*' This rebufFdamped the ardour of his pub- 
lic fpirit fo far, that there happening to be a 
law fuit at that time between that town and the 
next, about the bounds of their fevera] com- 
mons on a barren heaih, and all the inhabitants 
not agreeing in their opinions of the town-. 
clerk's manner of carrying it on, and applying 
the revenues of the corporation, as is always 
the cafe, in fuch affairs, he refolved to change ' 
fides, as all great men have done, and ofrcr 
him that afli(tance which the others had be-* 
fore refufed to take, againft him. 

D 2 " To 
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** To this purpofe he drew up a pompous 
cpiftic, which he got the fchoolmafter of the 
town to write out fair, and correft the fpelling 
of; and putting on his Sunday coat, went to" 
deliver it himfelf, as the fureft meflenger ; but 
the town clerk not being at home, he was 
forced to leave it with his maid, faying he 
would call next morning for an anfwer. » 

** He went accordingly in the higheft ex- 
peftaticn ; but you may judge what was hiS 
difappqintment, when he was told, that it was 
impoflible for him to fee his worfhip, his fhoes 
being juft then carried to the cobler's to be 
mended, fo that he could not come down flairs 
to him. 

*' A wife man is never dejefted at a difap- 
pointment, and often turns a misfortune to his ad- 
vantage in the end. Our hero thought this an ex- 
cellent opportunity for getting his worfliip's cuf- 
tom in the way of his trade ; from which he pro- 
mifcd himfelf more folid advantage, than any 
he could expedl from his firft fcheme. As foon 
as he received this account therefore, he went 
dire6lly home and prepared another epiftle, in 
which he informed his worftip, that hearing he 
had had the misfortune the day before to have 
one of his fhoes rip, he thought it his duty to 
inform him, that he had difcovered a method 
of mending ftiTjcs, that eiFedually fecured them 
from fuch accidents ever after, which he was 
ready to pradife upon his woifhip's or even to 
communicate to his cobler, whenever he pleafed 
to confult with him upon the affair. And as a 
proof of the excellence of this invention, he 
farther told him, that he had tried it with great 
fuccefs upon his own fhoes, which had been 

made 
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made "of fuch bad ftufF originally, that they 
were burfting out every moment ; fo that he 
was generally confined two days in the week, 
patching them up, before he had the good for- 
tune to make this difcovery 5 fince which they 
flood fo well, that he did not fear but they 
would laft out their* time with fatisfa£lion : 
and laftly, to enhance the value of this offer, 
he added in a.poftfcript, that he was the cobler 
who had been driven out of fuch a village, by 
the malice of a parcel of fcoundrcls, and now 
kept a fhoemaker's (hop in that town, where 
he did not doubt but his talent of fpeaking would 
be as ferviceable to his worfhip, by bringing 
over the mob to his fide, as it had been terrible 
to the others, x . 

" This letter alfo he carried himfelf, as he 
had done the former ; and to encourage the 
maid to deliver it carefully to her mailer, gave 
her a pinch of fnuff out of his own box, telling 
her, as before, that he would call again for an 
anfwcr. 

" But cunningly as this fchenae was laid, the 
fuccefs fell quite mort of his expectation ; for 
the next time he called, the maid returned hhn 
both his letters, telling him that her mafter 
thanked him for his kind offers, but had no oc- 
cafion for them at that time ; and was befide fo 
very bufy juft then, that he could not have the 
pleafure of taking a cup of ale with him, but 
ihould be glad of his company fome other day. 

** It is impoffible to exprefs the rage into 
which this affronting repulfe threw him. He 
returned diredHy to his former principles of pa- 
triotifm, and railed at the town-clerk with as 
much virulence as the moft interefted of his 
PH^fnies. D 3 " Though 
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** Though modefty is a virtue praifed by 
every body, the quality dire<SMy oppoAte to it is 
much oftener fucccfsful in the world. Thrs 
was exaftly the cafe with this perfon. There 
was nothing, however defperate, in the way of 
his trade, that he would not undertake, and 
promife to perform with the greateft confidence, . 
not in ' the leaft difcoaraged or abafhed by the 
many mifcarriages he met with. It muft be 
acknowledged, at the feme lime, that by thus 
tudifcrimlnately undertaking every thing, he 
fometimes happened to cobble up a breach, 
which much abler hands would never have at- 
tempted. 

** But this was far from proving his having 
any real merit, any fuperior fkiU in his trade, or 
recommending him to the cuftom of perfons of 
prudence and confidcration ; as among fuch a 
number of attempts, it was next to impoffiblc 
butfomeihould fucceed. However, he phimed 
himfelf upon every accidental inftance of fuc- 
cefs, as if he was the only one who underftood 
any thing of his bufmefs ; and though he was 
no better than an interloper, as one may fay, 
himfelf, and had never ferved a regular appren- 
ticeihip to the trade, he treated all his brethren 
with the utmoft contempt and abufe, calling 
them ignorant pretenders, and blundering fools, 
who knew nothing of the bufinefs they pro- 
feffcd. 

" Though this conduft naturally dilgufted 
every perfon of fehfe, the unthinking (hallow 
crowd was pleafed with it; and taking his 
abufe of the reft of the craft, for a proof of 
his own fuperior (kill, fp many of them brought 
their fhoes to bis (bop to be mended, that he 

made 
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made a fliift to live tolerably mwII ; which was 
inorethan be could have expe6):ed, had he mo- 
deftly waited to be recommended by his merit, 
and not proclaimed his own praifes in this 
manner.'' 

CHAP. XII. 

Luci is all. He ntums home^ and triumphs over 
his enemiis. Great difcover'tes in philofophy. 
His Jiary concluded^ and himf elf left in a fog. 

^^ TT is an old obfervation, that one lucky hit, 
Jl^ no matter how accidental or improbable^ 
oftener makes a man's fortune, than the beft con- 
certed fcheme or greateft merit. Of this the 
hero of our tale h^ the happinefs to be a moft 
fignal inilance. 

•* One of the principal gentlemen of his own 
village happening to tear his (hoe quite acrofs 
one day when he was a great way from home, 
fent for feveral of the moft eminent coblers and 
flioemakers of the place to try to have it mended, 
but after many unfuccefsful attempts, they all 
pronounced it beyond the reach of their art, to 
make it ever do again. 

*< As it was quite a new fhoe, this gave the 
gentleman a good deal of vexation, and coming 
to the town where this perfon lived in his Mray 
home, he was prevailed upon to apply to him* 
Though his former knowledge of him gave him 
but a mean opinion of his fkill, as the cafe was 
defperate he thought it no great matter to try 
what he could do; accordin^y he fent for him, 
D 4 who 
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who no fooner faw the fhoe, zikd'theieiPi m 
what manner the others had 2ittempttd * to iti&tti 
it, than he *at once pronounced therti botches 
in his ufual ftile, and, without the leaft hefita- 
tion, undertook to fet it to rights ; which he had 
the good luck to do (o cfFecSually, that the gen,- 
tleman not only gave him half t crown for his 
trouble (which bythe bye, many tTiouglit to be 
more than the fhoe was worth the Hf^rft day) but 
alfo recommended him to all his acquaintances, 
fo that he had as much bufineis as he could- pof- 
fibly do. 

** Could he have been contented, he was now 
in a fair way of doing very well; but the old 
lord of the manor where he had forxBcfly lived 
happening to die, he prevailed, upon this gen- 
tleman to ufe his intcpoft with, the beiflto hav« 
the prefentmen^ of the courtTleet withdrawn, 
and on obtaining his requeft left the bufinefsof 
hisfhop, and went back to his old trade.of har-^ 
ranguing the mob, which be did fo fuccefsfully, 
that at the next veftry they bore down the gentry 
by their numbers, and €hofe him church- warden, 
in fpite of all oppofition. 

" In this fituation you behold him at prefent, 
boafting to his infatuated followers what great 
things he defigns to do, for the good of the pa* 
rifh. But all this eafc and confidence in hi$ 
words and looks are nothing but afFe<^ation and 
grimace. He is fcnfible, now his having ob- 
tained the immediate obje£t of his ambition has 
given him time to think, that he has climbed to 
the higheft pinnacle of his popularity, from 
whence he muft inevitably foon fall j as it il 
abfolutely out of his power to perform the leaft 
part of his fuie promifes to his deluded party. 
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who will therefore hate and defpife him as ve- 
hemently as they admired him before, the mo- 
ment they find their difappointment. 

" Much as a confcious apprehenfion of this 
allays the pleafure of his prcfent fuccefs, there is 
another reflexion which comes nearer to his 
heart, and fills him with fears of a ftill feverer 
nature. 

** Though the bufinefs of his fhop, after that 
lucky accident of fetting the gentleman's Ihoe to 
rights, wasimuch more profitable to him than he 
had any reafon to have expelled, the natural 
reftlefljiefs, and vanity of his temper prevented 
his making the proper advantage of his good for- 
tunig,and providing f(orareverfe,by prudent oeco- 
nomy : fo that all the horrors of want already be- 
gan to ftare him in the face, as he can never ex - 
pecft the fame fuccefs where he is at prefent, the 
better fort of people having, moft of them taking 
juft oflFence at the infolence of his prefent beha- 
vipur, as well as his former abufe, and having be- 
fide no opinion of his ikill in his trade, and his 
own party being too poor to afford him any pro- 
fit by their cuftom. 

" Nor is this all. 'Provoked at the- felf-fuflfi- 
ciency and arrogance with which he afFedts to 
look down upon all his brethren of the craft, the 
worfhipful company in the village where he now 
lives haVe unanimoufly entered into a refolution 
never to confult with him, on any of the affairs 
.of their bufinefs, fuch as fixing the price of lea- 
ther and hog's briftles, and many other things of 
equal importance^ without he will fubmit to 
l?e examined in the. terms pf their myftery, which " 
would not be likely to prove much to his credit, 
9she never ferved an apprenticefhip to the bufi- 
D 5 ncfs 
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nefs to learn them as they did ; fo that he wilf 
be left to trade entirely upon his own judgmenti 
which, befide the hazard and difcredit of it, will' 
alfo lofe him many a good job, as there are feve- 
ral people fo fond of acting with due delibera- 
tion, that they will not have a crack in an old" 
(hoe cobled without fummoning half a dozen of 
the moil eminent of the craft,^ to confult upon the 
matter. 

** Hfs freedom of the trade m general they^ 
do not deny, but, by a bye law of their own cor- 
poration, they have this power of refufmg to 
confer with, him, whic)i they are determin^ ta 
exert.. 

*• It may be thought that their zAin^ in thfir 
manner betrays a prejudice beneath fuch a grave 
and reputable fociety ; but the truth is, they have^ 
abundant reafon to juflify their proceedings; 

^* To gain a reputation on- his firft fettih? 
up the ihoe-malcmg trade, &e had ventured 
hap-hazard tx> aiTert iniany thmgs which were 
contrary to the common pradMce of his bre- 
thren, and refleAed great diihonour on them^ 
for having followed fuch abfurd opinicms for 
long. 

" The principal of thofe, and that which he 
lai4 the greateft ftrefs upon, w^s a new djfco- 
very he pretended to have made of the caufe of 
fi'nu particular water^s tannine ajfes-bides bet- 
tir than others. The fad liad long beeh 
known to the whole craft, who managed their 
bufineis accordingly, and fent their lyares to 
tbofe places, fatisned with the effeA, without 
giving themfelves the trouble of enquiring into 
the caufe. 

«« But 
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<^ But he looked upon this as beneath his fa- 

gacitjr. He wrote a book, in which he demon- 
rated by many learned arguments and curious 
experiments, that waUr was water and not fire\ 
and to give the greater weight to this important 
difcovery, he made a parade of going to all the 
tanners yards about the country^ where he raked 
in the mud and filth of the common (bores, till 
he was almoft fuSbcated by the flench ; and then 
proved to the entire fatisfadion of the ignorant 
croud that flood gaping at him, that the /cum 
which Jiuck to the Jides ^ the Jhores was no longer 
floating in the water ^ and branded all his brethren 
of the craft with his familiar titles o^ fools and 
blockheads^ for not having found out this impor* 
tant fecret before. 

<^ Such an opinion was beneath an anfwer. 
But though his brethren did not think it worth 
their while to enter into a diipute about nothing 
with, one who gave pofitive auertions for proofs, 
and anfwered rational arguments with perfonal 
refle£Hons, they refolved to take the firfl fair op- 
portunityofhumblinghis pride, and ihewing the 
world their contempt of him, which they have 
now done in a manner that he will not eaftly get 
over, 

** You now fee what a poor profpe^ be has 
of buiinefs in his trade, fufficient to fupport him 
in the fbte he afTumes ; but this is not his only 
difbefi. Tbi common motive of tatrioiif^i is 
the price for which a man am feu himfelf and 
bis partyj to the lord, or fleward of the manor, 
whom he was raifed on purpofe to oppofe* 
This price is always in proportion to the oppo- 
fition, which it is in the patriot's power to 
give. 

" But 
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*' But unlucki'y for this perfon, hi« whole 
confequence depends upon the a<3ual exertion 
of that oppofition, and muft inevitably ceafe 
the moment he attempts to drop it. This the 
fteward knows as well as himfelf ; fo that his 
hopes from that quarter a-re efFedually cut off, 
fhouid his poverty prompt him to make the bafe 
attempt." ^ 

CHAP. XIII. 

y« odd way of exprejjtng favour or dijtike. Thii 
hijiory of THE CoBLtfe matched by that of Pi 
Crier. 

*' T SHOULD rmagihe (faid I, penceiving that 
\i my guide had finffced his account of the 
cobler) that he hias fottiething to fear more im- 
mediately than want, which' in a great meafure 
obviates the cjanger of that. 

*' You fay hisdduded party will defptfe him^ 
Will they not do more ? Wfll they not be pi*©- 
voked by fuch egregious ^bufc, to take perfdna! 
revenge ? To pull down his houfc over his head;, 
and bury him in the ruins ? or tear fiim h'mb 
from limb, the firft time they catch him in th^ 
ftrcets ? the mob is capable of zny outrage, and 
here they have an appearance of reafon tojuftify 
whatever they do. * 

• ' ** I think his caft i« really defperate, and that 
the only'hope he can 'hare of cfcapirig is to fl^ 
onceniore to the county town, and follow his 
trade. His ambition muft be pretty ^eW eooled 
by .this time, and therefore he will be able t<> 

apply 
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«p[5ly diligently to his work» and may pcffibly 
earn an honeft and coi(hfortable livelihood/' 

'* To unexperienced reafon (anfwered the 
fpirit) your remark appears juft. But better 
knowledge of the way^ of man fhews that fuch 
fear is quite unneceiikry. Did the people ex- 
■prefs their refentment in the manner you men- 
tion, it is mod certain that they would not be 
fo often abufed as they are by pretended patri- 
4)ts. An example or two of the kind would 
eiFetS^ually put a Aop to that trade, how lucra- 
tive foever it is, which would be. a real ad^anr 
tageto the commufiity in general. £utthere-> 
medy might be attended with confequences more 
dangerous than the difeafe: Would the mob^ 
if once permitted to take the power thus int^ 
their own hands, never rife but on fuch occar 
fions ? would they lay it down when their end 
is anfwered, and g<» no farther ? would not the 
faeft members of tlie^ flate- be involved in the 
•fame danger, on every mifc^rriage in their mea- 
itires, though impoi&ble to have been prevented 
by human means. The mob is a many-heade^ 
•monfter; that muft be kept in fuJb}e<flion, jot i^ 
will become the moft isfiipoFtable of all tyrant v 
It knows no'meaf^ ami therefore pnuft not be 
trufted with power. . r. 

*' But as to thefe people^ they have been f^ 
4>ften impo&d upon in tius manner before, that 
the abufe h become fiuniliar to them, and they 
will nodt even feel it after the firft 9K)ment, an^ 
ihea too their refenlswnt wil^fpend itfelf in 
fcurrilify and'invedivcs, levplkd oftener againft 
iwdtsitfildi&perroh's privsite phara^ler, than his 
abn&cf them. 

. ,., " Indeed 
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^< Indeed nothing can be more ridiculous 
than the manner in which they exprefs their 
fentiments on fuch x>ccafions. fFhile a man 
is their faVGuriti^ they are continually getting drunk 
with drinking his healthy xvhen he is out of favour 
tvith them they get drunk with drinking his confu» 
fion ; a bumper toaft in either cafe being the high- 
eft, and often the only mark of their approbation 
or diflike. 

*• Nay fo far are they from harbouring a dan«^ 
gerous refentment, even for the groffeft ill-ufagc 
of this kind, that, if the party has procured 
money enough to give them plenty of drink 
by the very falc of themfelves, they forget all 
that has happened, and flock to him, with as 
much pleafure as if he were their greateft bene- 
fador. 

^* Strange as this condu£): may appear, every 
day's experience furniflies inftances of it ; but 
of the many which mark the character of the 
prefent age, the moft glaring is that of the 
perfbn whom you fee in yonder clofet, fpuming 
the enfkns of erandeur from him, with an 
air of diflatisfadion, that fliews their infuffici- 
cncy to procure their owner hapi^nefs. His 
whole life is fo ftrong a fatireon this particular 
folly of patriotifm, that a fliort view of it can 
not be improper. 

<^ He was bom in this manor, where his an- 
ceflors, who were but peafants, acquired fo con- 
fiderable a property by their honeft induftry, as 
enabled them to make a better appearance ^an 
many of the sentry. 

«( When he came into, po&ffion of his for- 
tune, he lived in {o hofpitable and gented a 
manner, that be was greatly liked by bis neigh- 
bours 
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bours of all ranks, who never fufpeAed that his 
generofity was ulthnately fubfervicnt to the moft 
enterprizing ambition; but a lucky event fecured 
his hopes before theydifcovered, and could take 
any meafures to defeat them. 

** There happened to be at that time a vaga- 
bond-fellow in the next county, who pretended 
a claim to the lord of this manor's whole eftate, 
which he talked of going to law to recover^ as 
foon as he could raife money to fupport the fuit, 
for he was himfelf very poor, and lived upoa 
the charity of one or two great folks, who 
maintained him rather to plague the lord, than 
from any peribnal regard to himfelf, or opinion 
of thejuftice of his claim. 

** The lord was convinced of his own right, 
and very well able to fupport it. However, to 
prevent trouble, he gave notice to all his te- 
nants not to give his adverfary any affiftance on 
pain of ibrieiting their leafes, in which th^re 
was a claufe exprefsly to that purpofe. 

<< But this did not hinder fome defperate fel- 
lows, who had ran out their fortunes in whoring 
and gaming, or were upon their keeping for 
deer-ftealing, and fuch illegal practices, from 
jmning with htm underhand, in hopes that if 
he {hould recover the eftate, he might be eaiily 
prevailed upon, in return for their (ervices, not 
only to forgive their oilences, but alfo to rein- 
ftate them in their farms, or grant them leaies 
of thofe which belonged to the friends of his op- 
ponent. 

*^ Such a combination naturally alarmed all 
thofe who were in the inteteft of the prefent 
lord, efpecialiy as it was headed by a very beM- 
fpirited turbulcitt fellow^ one of the principal 

gentry 
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gentry of the parifli, who had juft before ran 
away with the wife of one of his neighbours ; 
and therefore, though he bullied the hufband in- 
to compliance, could not expeft to live in quiet 
under a landlord who was remarkably AriSt in 
the execution of the laws. 

'* This was a fair opportunity for one of fuch 
an enterprizing fpirit as this perfon before us, to 
ingratiate himfdf efFecSlually with the lord of 
the manor. Nor did he fail to improve it ; for 
putting himfelf at the head of his family, and 
all thofe whom his hofpitality had attached to 
bim, he drove that gentleman, great a bully as he 
was, quite out of the parifh. 

'* So fignal a piece of fervice did not remain 
long unrewarded. The crier of the couruUet 
happening to die jufl then, he was unanimoufly 
chofen into his place the next court-day ; and 
the lord thought him fo firm in his intereft, that 
he not only approved of his tenant's choice, but 
alfo made him clerk of his own kitchen the very 
next vacancy. 

*' In this fituation of crier he conducted him- 
felf with fuch addr^fs, that he was able to put 
only thofe be ple^fed on the grand -jury, and by^ 
that means frequently to oppofe the fteward him- 
felf in things which h,e knew to be difagreeable 
to the parim : at the fame tin>^ managing mat* 
ters fo artfully, that be never abfolutely broke 
with him, nor gave him.reafon fufficient to juflify 
his turning him out of his clerkfhip; having $il- 
ways fome plaufible excufe to palliate what he 
did, ' and profe^ng the higheft fidelity ^nd at- 
tachment to the lord's fervice, which he took e- 
very occafion of promoting, thfit he thought would 
lH>t injufe bim> in (he ppinion of the people. 

" The 
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'*' The popularitjr and power which he ac- 
quired by this conduiS): was far. from being a- 
^reeable to .many of his^ neighboursv pauicu^ 
larly of the better fort, who did not like. to fee 
a naan whom they looked upon as their inRrior 
rife over their heads in fuch a manner, that they 
were become no better than mere cyphers in the 
parifh, not being able to make ^ petty, confla^ 
•ble, or get ^ prcfentment for mending a road^ 
or even making a fiik , without being iirft ob- 
Jiged to cringe to him for his confent. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Set one knave to catch another* An inftance of mo^ 
deration as much out of courfe as in charaPer* 
The parfon /wallows a fugar-plumby and does 
what be is hid like a good child* 

*^ A T length one of the gentry, a cunning 
X\^ old fellow, who kne-w the world, and 
jdl its ways well, refolved to try if he C0ul4 not 
/upplant him in the favour of the people, by 
making him appear a favourite of the lord's 3 
^fter which he knew it would not be difficult to 
do his buiinefs with him alfo, who was already 
far from being well pleafed with his conduct. 

" Accordingly, he employed emiitaries to in- 
£nuate to the parifhionersi when their heads 
|, were hot with liquor at fairs and wakes, that 
'A it was imprudent in them, to p^t themfelves fo 
ft much in the power of a perfon who held fo 
'i\ profitable a pUce un4er the lord of the manor 
5f .- . ' ■ as 
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as clerk of the kitchen, as he would not fail 
to give up their intereft on any great occa- 
fion, for fear of being turned out of his employ- 
ment* 

** Thefe infinuations foon came to the crier's 
ears, who, without waiting to let the people 
ruminate upon the matter, went among them 
dire£Uy, as if he knew nothing of what had 
paflcd ; and took occafion ro tell them, in the 
courfe of his converfation, that he had accepted 
of the clerkfhip, only that he might be able to 
ferve them more eiFedhially, by taking care that 
. the provifions, which they were obliged by their 
tenures, to fupply for the fupport of the lord's 
houfe, were not embezzled privately by the fer* 
vants, and they put to the expence of more ; 
and, as a proof of the advantage of this care, 
he aflured them, that many a time, when the 
lord had given fome of his hungry followers a 
letter to him, to get a bafket of broken viduals, 
he had returned for anfwer, that there was fcarce 
enough for the family, and fo fent the beggars 
away with empty bellies. 

** This artful turn gave the affair quite an* 
other look. They implicitly believed every 
word he iaid ; fo that he foiled his enemy, cun- 
ning as he was, at his own weapons, and made 
the attack, defigned to have over-turned him, 
ferve to eftablifh his intereft more firmly. 

** But this difappointment did not difcourage 
the other, who now had new motives for ftriving 
to get him out of favour ; for having married 
two of his fons to the fteward's daughters, he 
judged that if he could contrive to have the 
crier turned out, it would not be difficult for 
him to get the younger, who was a fine pror 

roifing 



THE REVERIE. 67 

mifing lad, and fond ci living at borne among 
his friends, chofen in his ftead ; by which 
means the management of the whole manor 
would come into the hands^of his ^mily, feve- 
ral of his relations, who all depended upon him, 
having good employments under the fteward al- 
ready. 

•* But how to effeft this was the qucftion ; 
for the crier's popularity Teemed fo firmly eftab- 
liflied, that it appeared dangerous even to at- 
tempt any thing aj^ainft him. After much de- 
liberation, he reiolved, as the method moft 
likely to fucceed, to kt up a rival againft him 
for the people's favour \ and then he did not 
doubt, but their own ficklenefs would foon 
make them quit their old engagements and rea- 
dily enter into new. 

^< Nor was he long at a lolls whom to fix 
upon as moft proper for his defign. The old 
parfonof the parifh dying fuddenly one dav, juft 
after eating a hearty dinner of pork and peas- 
pudding, toe lord gave the living; to a young 
roan, who had lately come into the pariih with 
the fteward. 

^^ A particular circumflance made this choice 
ver^ difagreeable to manv of the principal pa- 
riihioners. Tlie greateii part of the income of 
the living confifted in the rents of a large quan- 
tify of glube land, which was let out in par- 
cels to leveral people for a certain number of 
year^. 

" The leafes, by which thefe farms were 
held, were never fuftered to run out ; for as the 
paribns were only tenants for life, they had no 
great regard to their fuccefibrs ; and had there- 
fore come into a method of renewing the leafes 

at 
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fit particular times, in confideration of a flated 
fum of money, which was clear gain to them. 
By thefe means the tenants looked upon the 
lands as their own inheritance ; and had built 
houfes, and fettled themfelves upon them ac* 
cordingly. 

** But the lateparfon, thinking they had too 
great bargains, refufed to (enew thdr leafec at 
the ufual time, unlefs they would give him 
much higher fines^ than they had ever given to 
any of • his, predeceffors ; which they refolved 
not to do. Imagining that as he was very old, 
as well as very avaricious, the fear of dying 
without getting any thing, would make him a* 
bate of bis demand. 

>■ ^* In this manner things ftoed for fome y^ara, 
neither party chufing to comply, when 'the 
J<^ath of the old parfon, and his being fuccc>eded 
by one whofe youth gave h-im a reafonable ex- 
4)eftation of feeing their leafes determined, 
when it would be in his power either to turn 
them out, or raife their rents to thq full value, 
alarmed them all in the higheft degree. 

" To prevent fuch a misfortune, therefore, 
they direSly agreed to offer their new parfon 
the fum which had been demanded by his pre- 
deceilbr, and which they had always fo pofitive- 
ly refufed to give him. But what was their a- 
ftonifliment >vhen, inftead of accepting their 
ofFer, he .cooly told them,, he thought the in- 
come of the living, as fettled by the incumbent 
immediately before the laft, was fuflicient, 
wherefore he defired no more ; and prayed to 
God to enable him to make as good ufe of that 
as he had done. 

"Such 
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** Such an aft of true generofity, not only 
won the hearts of thofe who reaped ihe benenC 
of it, but alio gained him the general eftcem of 
the whole pariih ; -efpecially as he Jived entirely 
amongfl them, and fpent his income in the moft 
unbounded hofpitality 5 not ho rding it up, or 
laying it out in other places, as n;oft of his pre- 
deceifors had been accuftomed to do, 

*' On him the crier's enemy pitched, as a 
proper perfon to rival him in the favour of "the 
people ; accordingly, having gained his good 
opinion by going conftantly to church, and be- 
having there with a great appearance of devo- 
id, he took an opportunity one day to infinu- 
ate to him, that he ought to exert himfelf more 
than he did in the affairs of the parifh, and not 
tamely fubmit to the ufurpations of the crier, 
who was for engroffing all the power into his 
own hands, without ever regarding whofe right 
he invaded. 

" Thefe infmuations were not without effeft. 
The parfon's heart, though above avarice, was 
not infenfible to ambition. He readily took the 
bait ; and, as he wus quite unexperienced in fuch 
affairs, fubmitted himfelf implicitly to the go- 
vernment of his advifer, who, while he pre- 
tended to have nothing but to reftore him to the 
confequence due to his ftation and virtues, in 
view, really made a property of him to promote 
his own fchemis. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

J game of foot'balL A falfe Jiep glvei the crier 
the better of the match. He kicks the hall in his 
majier^s faccj but makes all upy and comes ojf 
with flying colours, 

** rr^ H E regard with which the parfon be* 
JL gan to be fpoken of by the whole pa- 
rifhy foon gave the crier the alarm j which was 
confirmed by his oppofmg him in two or thiU 
trifling things in the veflry ; in which his opi*' 
n'on was received with fuch deference, that it 
was probable he would have rifen fairly above 
him in a little time, had not fortune, the crier's 
conflant friend, flood by him efFedlually on this 
occailon. ^ 

** A friend of the parfon's had been appointed 
by the fleward, to repair and fet up a parcel of 
fcare-crows, to frighten their neighbours catt;le 
from trefpaffing on their common ; for which 
purpofe, the court-leet had ordered him a fum 
of mcney out of the parifli flock. 

** Such commiffions had ufually been given' 
as a plautible colour for beflowing fo much mo- 
ney, without any defign of their being executed^ 
In this fenfc, did this perfon underftand his; 
and, accordingly, gave himfelf no trouble a* 
bout the performance of it. 

" The crier, who had connived at many 
things of the kind before, immediately took fire 
at this, and refolved to profecute the man for 
embezzling the money of the parifh. 

« For 
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^< For this he had many reafons : he knew 
that an adtion, which had liich an appearance 
of public fpirit and juftice, would greatly repair 
his credit with the people, which he could not 
but be fenfible was on the decline ; and then, 
as the parfon's intimacy with the delinquent 
would probably make him take his part, he 
thought that would be a favourable opportunity 
ibr giving a check to his growing popularity 

** Nor was he miftaken in his conjedures. 
The parfon, in the warmth of his heart, not 
only efpoufed his friend himfelf, but alfo en- 
gaged all his party to fupport him, without ever 
oonfideitng that appearances were fo ftrongly 
againft him, that every one, who was not in 
die iecret of iiich affairs, muft harbour a difad- 
vantageous opinion of himfelf for abetting fuch 
an aAion« 

** Accordingly, the next court-day, the crier 
made his attack, and difplayed the heinoufnefs 
of fuch a flagrant ad of injuftice to the public 
in {o ftrong a light, that the mob, who never 
examine more than one fide of a ftory, were all 
of his party ; fo that the -paribn was not only 
foiled in his attempt to fave his friend, but alfo 
entirely lofl his credit with the people, who, in 
the phrenzy of their refentment, loaded him 
with every fcandal and execration, which the 
moft envenomed malice could invent. 

" This affair efFedually reftored the crier*s 
credit; but though he had fucceeded in this 
fkft ciyjcSt of his defign, it was attended with 
confequences he had not forefeen, and which 
were far from being agreeable to him. 

•* The fleward, who had appointed the par- 
fon's friend to the employment which had in- 
volved 
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volv^li hin) in this difgirace, thought it incum* 
bent uponhioxtp fuppqrt him ip conjunflien. 
with the par fon ; and when the crier h?id car* 
ried.hJB point againtt them bptb> reprjefented the 
affair to the lord of the manor, as an infult up- 
on his authority, and a certain mark of difa£-- 
feflion to his intereft. 

** The crier, who meanj: nothing lefs than 
to have embroiled himfelf with the lord, or evea 
with the fteward, wa3 furprifed at this charge. 
However, he had gone too far to think of re-^ 
treating now > and therefore rcfolved to oppofe^ 
theirmeafures in good earneft the firft time they 
feemed to clafh with the rights or intereft of the. 
people, which he knew to be the certain way 
to fecure bis party to him, as it would miake 
them all a9 defperate as himfelf. 

** This he did not long want an opportunity, 
of doing. There had been a fum of money 
raifed by the court-leet fome time before, to de- 
fray the charge of repairing the manor-houfe, • 
of which there remained a good part unexpend- 
ed, there having been more levied than was ne- 
ceffary for the occafion. 

** As it had been the cuftom of this manor to 

Save money to the lord himfelf on thefe occa- 
lons, to lay. out as he thought proper, he had . 
always appropriated any furplus that remained 
to his own ulc, without thinking himfelf ac- 
countable to the coi^rt-leet for it : but now the 
crier, who, by his place of clerk of the kitchen, 
had an opportunity of looking into all the lord's 
accounts, finding that the fum was pretty con- 
fiderable, propofed to the court-leet to lay it 
out, in difcharging the bills of fome poor tradef- 
men which had been left unpaid ona£»rmeroc« 

cafion^ 
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cafion, and to whom the whole manor had paf- 
ied their words ; and to this cffcA he drew up 
an addrefs to the lord. 

** Though this was a dire<ft attack upon the 
lord, and in a moft tender point, there was 
ibmething fo plaufible in the propofal, that he 
did not chufe abfol^tely to rejeft it. However, 
not to give up too much, or eftablifli a prece- 
dent for fuch attempts for the future, he gave 
general orders to the court-leet, to pay off thofc 
tradefmen with that money as of his own free 
motion, and without taking any notice of the 
application, which it had made to him to that 
purpofe. 

*' But the crier, perceiving the defign of this 
proceeding, refufed to accept thofe orders, and 
infilled abfolutely on having the authority of 
the court-leet to difpofe of the money allowed, 
in which his old fupport the mob followed his 
opinion fo firmly, that the orders were rejecSted 
in fpight of all theparfon and (Reward both could 
do to prevent it. 

" Such a triumph filled the mob with the 
moft extravagant joy. They extolled the crier 
to the fkies for his public fpirit and fidelity to 
their intereft ; and were drunk for a whole 
week with drinking bumbers to his health, 
while they offered every kind of infult to his op- 
ponents, particularly the parfon, and branded 
them with the moft infamous and improbable 
crimes. 

" But though the lord had not been able to 
make them receive his orders with due refpedt, 
he refolved to ftiew them, that he would have 
them obeyed without regard to their oppofition. 

Vot. U E . « Ac- 
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'' Accordingly, he ordered his receiver to pay 
the money in difpute to thofe people, and take 
their receipts for it of his own mere authority, 
without defigning to confult the court-leetany 
more about the matter; and, to ihew his re- 
fentment to the crier, turned him direilly out of 
hisclerkfhip, as he did all his friends out of the 
fcveral employments they had in the manor un- 
der his rteward, giving them to the friends of 
the parfon, and of the gentleman who firft ftir- 
red him up againft the crier. 

" The latter was now at thehigheft pinnacle 
of popular glory ; the idol of the mob, and the 
apparent vidlim of the perfidy and oppreflion of 
his enemies. 

" But he knew the world too well to be con- 
tent with fuch an unfubftantial phantom as the 
favour of a mob. fle bad laboured all his life, it 
was true, with indefatigable afliduity to arrive at 
this point ; but he foon fhewed he had other 
views than thofe he pretended ; and that all his 
profeffions of regard and attachment to the good 
of the parifli, were only lures to draw in the 
giddy multitude to truft themfelves fo implicitly 
in his power, that he might be able to get the 
price he defired for betraying them when he faw 
a proper time. 

^* Accordingly, upon fome bints of his in* 
tentions, the lord fent a new ftcward to take 
care of the eflate, the former one having been 
made difagreeable to the tenants, by the vio- 
lence and over-bearing' of fome of his fervants, 
who had not fpirit to fupport what they faid^ 
when they were called to account for it, tnough 
he Was bioifelf a good-natured cafy kind of man 

in 
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in the mam, and had formerly been very well 
lilred b^them. 

^* The new fteward and the crier foon came 
to a proper underflanding over an hearty bottle, 
of which diey were both remarkably fond ; and 
the latter bargained to fell his friends, and re- 
iign bis criers place, in confideration of being 
made an efquire, and getting a falary to fupport 
him fuitable to his new dignity. 

f< It is hnpoifible to expreis the rage of the 
mob, at feeing that they had been fo long the 
dupes of his defigns* They got drunk for a 
week together with drinking to his confufion, 
made fcurrilous ballads againft him and his fa- 
mily, and loaded him, in his turn, with execra- 
tions and abufe. ... 

** But a new patriot ftanding forth to engage 
their attention, diey forgot the crier, and went 
on in their old way with as much eagernefs and 
.credulity, as if they had never been deceived. 

" As for the parfon, his polite friend ferved 
hhn nearly in the fame manner as the crier did 
the mob. As foon as his turn was ferved, and 
his fon chofen into the crier's place, chiefly by 
the afliftance of the parfon's friends, he not only 
dropped his acquaintance, but even gave him up 
to the crier's refentment; who had privately 
made it a part of his bargain that he fliould be 
ftruck out of the quorum^ in revenge for the trou- 
ble and expence he had put him to in the courfe 
of this affair. 

** As the old crier has been fo fuccefsfiil in all 
his fchemes, I fee you wonder how he came 
into this place ; but if you confider that vanity 
and an at^urd ambition of being made a gentle* 
iRiuij were the original, the IcMing motives of 
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all his labours, you will acknowledge that the 
egregious folly of the end, takes off all merit 
from the means, and makes his fuccefs rididulotis. 
. ** Nor is he infenfible of this himfelf now 
that it is too late. Though the unthinking 
mean fpifited mob have forgot his abufe of them, 
and croud to his table to eat his meat and drink 
bis wine, with as much readinefs and pleafure as 
if their own and their family's intereft had not 
been fold by him to purchafe them ; the re* 
proaches of his own heart embitter his enjoy- 
ment of their company, and make their furofef-* 
fions of refped: naufeous. He pines for his for- 
mer popularity; and, unhappy in the accom- 
' piifliment of his hopes, iipds too late, that the 
end of all his labours is vanity." 

CHAP. XVI. 

Muzzle a hear^ or hill bite you. Three remarkable 
charaSfers. Boys that play tricks Jhould beware 
of tell-tales* 

I WAS, by this time, fo fick of patriotifm and 
public fpirit, that, as foon as my guide flop- 
ped, I refolved to beg that he would change the 
fubjedt, to fomething more deferving of the ob- 
fcrvation of a rationaTbeing. 

" Enough, moft judicious fpirit ! (faid I) 
enough haft thou faid to prove the juflice of thy 
remark. In every rank of life, I fee the fame 
caufes produce the fame efFeils. Coblers and 
€ri£rs diiFer but in name : but furely it muft be 
Qtherwifc in higher fcenes, where the great af- 
.. ^ feirs 
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lair* of nations are tranfaSed. The mind muft 
be extended in proportion to the greatnefs of the 
fubje£ls upon which it is employed, and can ne^ 
ver look down to the trifles which engrofs the at- 
tention of paltry villagers. Let us therefore turn 
away from this fcene of drunkennefs and folly, 
and feek for matter^more worthy of obfervation 
elfewhere, 

** I will indulge you ; (anfwered my guide) 
but you will find little advantage in the change 
of place. Folly reigns every where alike, and 
more exalted ftations only make it more ridicu- 
lous : and luckily a fcene prefents itfelf to our 
view, wJiich fliews this in the moft ftriking 
light. 

'' Turn your eye this way.— You fee thofe 
three perfons yonder. They are juft entering 
into a conference upon one of the moft extraor- 
dinary fubjeflis that ever (hewed the inconfiftency 
of human adtions* We will hear it from them- 
felves^j butiiffty whiJe they make the common 
preface of empty compliments, and unmeaning 
queftions, which are made the introdudlion to 
converfation even on the moft important fub- 
jeSs, 1 will give you a fhort fketch of their lives 
as far as is neceflary to make you underftand 
what they fay. 

** They were born in diiFerent manors be- 
longing to the lord who owns that in which the 
crier made fuch a figure ; but their being edu- 
cated together in the fame free-fchool gave rife 
to an intimacy which has grown up with them 
through life. 

*' When they were taken from fchool they 

were, put to different profejSions, aa intereft or 

inclination direded. He on the right chofe 

E 3 the 
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the law, in which the acutenefs of his genius 
enabled him to make ftich a prdiciency, that in 
time he was entrufled to fearch for informations 
againft fuch perfons as trefpafled on the lord's 
demefne, or killed his game, and to fue them 
and the tenants who did not pay their rents punc- 
tually. 

** This employment was not only very profi- 
table in itfeif, but alfo gave him an appearance 
t)f fo great confequence in the court-leet, that he 
was generally on one fide or the other in every 
private difpute that arofe in the manor. 

^* The next, as you fee by his habit, was bred 
to the church, in which he laboured fo fuccefT- 
fully^ that he got a good vicarage before he was 
very old, and^ having the cbarader of being a 
great fcholar, was alfo preferred to the honour- 
able employment of teaching the lord of the ma- 
nor's fon and heir his letters. 

'< As for the third, he was too idle to take 
to any particular profeffion : but, by the intereft 
of his friends he got into the fteward's ojBke, 
where he had feveral petty employments, which 
brought him in a good penny in the whole. 

<« fiut this was not all. Having always ihewn 
41 remarkable turn for making baubles and nldt- 
nacks, and being a perfect mafter of all the punc- 
'tiiios of drefs and addrefs, and all the other ac- 
complifhments of a fmall genius, he was chofeh 
as a proper per fon tc* provide rattles and paper- 
kites for his young mafter, and to teach him to 
cock his hat, and ride his hobby horfe with a 
good grace* 

" As they were all known to be very well 
qualified for thefe. importaiu places, there was 
no objection made to their being honoured wirh 

them. 
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them ; and they executed their feveral charges 
with proper dignity and rare. But an unlucky 
affair foon happened, that threatened not only 
the lofe of their prefent employments, but alfo to 
prevent their being ever entrufted with any other. 

** You may remember I told you there was a 
fellow who pretended a right to all the eflates of 
this lord. His family came originally from the 
manor in which the lawyer was born, and where 
mofl of the inhabitants had a ftrong attachment 
to him, both as they were naturally very proud, 
and thought it would be a great honour to them 
to have their townfman made lord of the manor, 
and alfo that they flattered themfelves with the 
hopes of getting good farms from him, in fome 
of his other manors, in cafe he could make good 
his preteofions ; for they were all as poor as they 
were proud. 

*' fiefide, there was another reafon for their 
defiring to change their land-lord. Before the 
eftate came into the poiTeifion of the prefent lord^ 
they had been accuftomed to h«ve their land* 
lor^ live amone them, and hold his courts and 
receive fuit and fervice in this manor. But this 
lord having many better houfes to live in, had 
removed his habitation ; and of courfe difconti- 
nued thofe ceremonies, fo that they loft all that 
parade of grandeur in which their pride had ta« 
ken fuch pleafure. 

** Now, as this fellow founded his preten- 
fions on being defcended fk>m the family of their 
old lords, they expefied that he would come 
and live among them, as they had done; or at 
leaft rcftore them their court-leets, and all their 
ceremonies andperquifites again, never confider- 
Sng that the employments and places of honour 
E 4 anil 
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and profit, which they held in the other eftates 
of the prefent lord yielded them more than the 
entire income of their manor. 

** It is not ftrange therefore that the lawyer 
fhould have received an early biafs in his favour; 
which was alfo confirmed by his being educated 
at that free-fchool, the mafterand ufhers of which 
were all notorious for the fame principles, and 
took all poflible pains to inftrl them into their 
pupils, in which they were not unfuccefsful, with 
the lawyer's two friends as well as with many 
others, 

'* It happened in fome little time after they 
were preferred to tbofe employments above-men- 
tioned, that a perfon who had formerly been ve- 
ry intimate with them all three, having been edu- 
cated at the fame fchool along with them, faid^ 
among a mixt company in the unguarded open- 
Jiefs of converfation, when wine removes all re- 
{ervQi that he had once little thought of their be- 
ing ever put into places of fuch confidence under 
the lord of ihewanor, as he had often feen them 
on their bare knees, drink confufion to him and 
all his friends, and fuccefs to the hopes of his 
enemy. 

*' There was fomething fo Angular in this 
fpeech, that it flruck all the company with fur- 
prize; but one gentleman in particular, who 
was warmly attached to the lord's intereft,* de- 
fired all prefent to take notice of what this perfon 
had faid, as he was refolved to rut him to the proof 
of it, it being as bafe in him to throw thofe afper- 
fions on the charafters of perfons of fuch note, 
if they were innocent, as it would be criminal in 
all who heard him to conceal an affair of fuch 
confcquence, in cafe they were guilty. 

*' Thunder- 
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<< Thunder-ftruck at this, the other who had 
no intention of turning informer againft hi3 
friends, and had only faid it in the courfe of ge- 
neral chat, drove to evade the fubjed, and giva 
the difcourfe fome other turn, hoping that the 
gentleman would think no more of it ; but find- 
ing that he would not be put off fo, but periifted 
inhisrefolution, he appealed to the fan<Slion of 
private converfation, where all that was ever 
laid had ever been held facred, and the difclofmg 
of a fyllable accounted a breach of the laws of 
fociety, and that mutual confidence which alone 
makes it a bleffing. 

•* To this the gentleman anfwered that he 
was neither ignorant of, nor defigned to infringe 
upon thefe laws ; but that here a fuperior dut^ 
intervened and fuperceded them ; nothing pri- 
vate being to be put in competition with the wel- 
fare of the public, which he thought to be con- 
cerned in thisaflFair. 



CHAP. XVII. 

A bad excufe is better than none. The advantage 
of a friend in court. A maxin in law fotues 
all. 

** A CcoRDiNGLY he Went the very next 
XjL naorniilg and informed the lord of 
the whole matter, who called all his principal 
fervants together, to confult what was propisr 
to be done in this cafe ; for as it concerned his 
E 5 ovrn 
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own family particularly, he would not aft v/ith- 
out advice, that he mould not be fufpecfted of 
parriality, who all agreed that it ought to be en- 
quired into with the greateft ftriSnefs. 

*• On this the perfon who had undefignedly 
given the information was brought before them, 
when he gave fuch a vague account of the affair, 
that the laviryer, who was appointed by the other 
two, to fpeak for tlicm all, as beft qualified by 
his profeffibn to defend a bad caufe, thought it 
the beft way not to deny the charge direftly,* but 
to Arive to turn it off, by faying it was not im- 
poiSble but they might have played fuch foolifh 
tricks, when they were boys at fchool, but that 
the conduifl of his whole life ever fince he came 
to man's eftate was a fufficient proof of the fin- 
cerity of his attachment to his lord ; and, to con- 
firm this, he inftanced his having profecuted 
with the greateft vigour, fevcral of the parifh in 
which he was born, and even fome of his own 
family, for this very offence with which he was 
now fo abfurdlycbarged^ fmce he caone into his 
prefent employment. 

*' Plauftble as this defence was, the gentle- 
man judged from the manner in whkh the ftory 
had been originally told, that there mufl be 
more in it; he therefore infifted that the perfon 
who had told it fliould declare pofitively, and 
without prevarication or referve, whether he 
had ever known them drink thofe toafts fince 
they left fchool ? where ? and on what occa- 
flons ? 

** Tbefe quefiions were too clofe to be evad- 
ed. He was therefore obliged, in defence of his 
own charader, which was now at fiake, to de- 
clare the whole; accordmgly he faid that he 

had 
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had heard them drink them feveral times, at the 
houfe of an haberdaflier of fmall wares, wHo 
kept a (hop in the county-town, where for qna- 
ny years they ufed to meet conftantly twice or 
thrice a week, and indulge themfelves in the 
moft fanguine profeffions of thofc principles over 
their wine ; who was fo.ftrongly attached to that 
perfon'himfelf, and fo well perfuaded of their at- 
tachment to him alfo, that when he came to die, 
he bequeathed his real eftate, which was very 
confiderable, to the lawyer, wiih handfome lega- 
cies to the other two, leaving him (the informer) 
but a mere trifle, as he doubted his being ftaunch 
to the caufe ; and, as a confirmation of what he 
faid, added that the fettlement which the lawyer 
had fince made upon his wife at his marriage was 
of that very eftate which the haberdalher had 
left him. 

** This gave a different face to the whole af- 
fair* The lawyer in particular gave himfelf up 
for ruined, and would gladly have compounded 
for the lofs, not only of his prefent employment^ 
but alfo of all farther hopes. 

** But he had better luck. TTie majority 
of the fervants, who had been called into eon- 
fultation upon the afFair, did not think it pru- 
dent to eflablifh a precedent for looking fo far 
back, and one of them particularly, who had 
been br^d to the law himfelf, faid V that this ef- 
'' tate (hould be confidered as a fee, given by the 
*' haberdafher to his lawyer, and that it was ati 
*' eftabliflicd rule that a lawyer (hould fay any 
" thing that his client defired for his^^^, without 
*' being called in queftion for it ; for if it were 
*' otherwife, and lawyers made anfwerable for 
*' what they faid,. there would be an end tcf the 

" bufincf*^ 
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*' bufinefs at once^ as the great art and myftery^' 
** of it confifted in faying any thing that might- 
*' any way conduce to carrying the point, with— 
** out regard to decency, truth, .or any fuch im- 
*' material confiderations : whereas if gentlemen • 
*' of the law were ta be called to account for 
•' what they faid in the way of their bufinefs,, 
** and for their fee, no one would ever undertake 
*' a weakcaufe, and fo the profeffion would falli 
** to the ground. Befide, it was -a point agreed 
*' upon, in all the books, that what a lawyer fays- 
*' for his fee, is never to be confidered-ashis prir 
** vate fentiment or opinion ; elfe how could law— 
^' yers rail at,, and abu(e their, mod intimate 
" friends, in the manner they, do every day, for 
*' a ftranger they know nothing of, andin a caufe 
" they are convinced to be wrong, without 
*' breaking with them, or giving them the leaft 
** ofFence ; as an inftance of which, he added that ; 
** he had himfelf often -gone diredUy from court 
^ to dine with the man whom he had fpent the 
•* whole morning in abufing ; therefore no man. 
^^ was to be called to account for what he faid 
" for his fee: and this opinioa he fupported by 
^ a firing of quotations from all thegrave and 
" learned fages- of the law j, and by the con- 
^^ flant and uniform pra£iice of. the> profeiHon . 
•^fronvti me immemorial, to this very day." 

*^ So learned a defence favedth& delinquents, 
tor it would have been unjufl: to have made a. 
diftinftion between them. The majority of the 
fervants (as I faid) therefore gave it as their 
©pinion, that the accufation,. though not falfe^ 
was malicious, frivolous, and unworthy of far- 
ther notice. 

f Thus blew over a flofm,. in which their 
very friends expe<^ed they would have funk, 

Oa 
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On the contrary, the lawyer was foon after 
Blade a iuftice of the peace and deputy to the 
lenefchal of the principal manor, the parfoA 
got a better living, and the hobby-horfe-man 
on his pupil's growing toa big. for his care, was 
preferred by his beft friend the fteward to be his 
head clerk, which places they all enjoy at pre- 
fent ; while the poor informer drew upon him- 
fclf fuch univcrfal contempt for his indifcretion, 
that he was never able to fbew his face after.'' 

CHAP. xviir. 

Modern rmdefly and gratitude, Comparifons are- 
cdiaus. A good memory often makes a badcom^ 
panion* It is prudent to make hay while the fun . 
fiines^ 

** TT might be imagined that after fuch an af- 
X fair their prefcnt preferment (hould fatisfy 
their ambition. But far from it, emboldened by 
that cfcape, they think there is nothing which 
"they may not do, and the favour that has been 
(hewn them fince, inftead of making them con- 
tented and grateful, has given them (uch an high 
opinion of theh: own merit, which they modeftly 
judge tohave been the reafon for it, that they 
reckon all they have got as nothing while there 
is any thing eJfe for them to defire, and look 
upon themfclves as ill treated, if they are re- 

ftifed whatever they pleafe to afk. But 

foft ! Their conference at length begins.. 

— — -Let us attend.—— 

•* I &x 
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** I fay, fir, (/aid the lawyer, fire fparkling 
in his eyes) that I am ill ufed. Had there been 
any objedion to my abilities to fill fuch an em- 
ployment, or could it have been even pre- 
tended that the perfon who it put over my 
head, was fuperior to me in any refpeft, it 
would have been another cafe ; but, to be con- 
tinued a deputy, where I had fo good a right to 
be made principal, is not to be borne. Nor will 
I bear it. No man provokes me with im- 
punity.—— — " 

*' Really, fir, (anfwered the parfon) I can- 
not but own you have fome reafon to com- 
plain. But what would you fay, if you were 
in my place ? To be taken no notice of where 
there were fo manv opportunities ! fo many bet- 
ter livings vacant f it is enough to provoke the 
patience of Job, After all the pains I have taken 
to teach him to read, and my care in chufing out 
fuch leflTons as were proper for him, that he might 
not receive wrong notions of things, to be 
flighted in this manner: it is too much ! He 
could not have ferved his former tutor worfcv 
who was turned off for teaching him to fpcF; 
in that profane ballad. But there is no fuch 
thing as gratitude, no regard to paft fervices, to 
be found in this world !" 

" Indeed, gentlemen (added the third, while 
bis reverence fl:opped to take a pinich of fnufF, 
and the lawver was walking about the room in 
a violent cnafe) we are all extremely ill uftd. 
But you muft both allow, that I have much 
the greateft reafon to complain. You have got 
places which aiFord you a comfortable fubfift- 
ence, and if they are not quite fo good as you 
could wi(h, you have this fatisfaflion that they 
cannot be taken from you. <* But 
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" But that is not my cafe. I may be turned 
out of the poor pittance I have got, without a 
moment's warning, as k is moft probable I fhall 
foon find to my forxow, whenever the old ftev7- 
ard dies. And this is all the reward I have re- 
ceived for the many weary hours I have fpent 
at chuck and pu{h*pin with the young heir, 
and teaching him to buckle his fhoes right, and 
put on his hat with an air. We have all rea- 
fon to complain, but my cafe is certainly the 
hardeft." 

*• Your cafe, (replied the lawyer, with a 
fmilc of indignant contempt) pray what is your 
cafe, good fir ? The paultry menial fervices you 
did about his perfon have been fufficiently re- 
warded. Common fervants ihould not aifume 
fuch airs, nor pretend to put tfaemfelves on a le- 
vel with their fuperiois." — 

" Paultry menial fervices! (interrupted the 
other, kindling into a rage) Td have jrou to 
know, fir, that my fervices- were not paultry; 
and perhaps they gire me a better right to ex- 
peft favour 'than any which fome others can 
boaft of, higWv as they may think of themfelves. 
But I (hould oe glad to know in what your 
great merit has confifted, that you arc fo ready 
to call that of another in queftion." 

" My merit, fir, (anfwcred the lawyer, taking 
fire) my merit, fir, has confifted and does confiff, 
in my ability in my jjrofefEon, which has ena- 
bled me to do the moft cflfential fervice.'* — • — ^ 
** Service ! — To whom ? ("interrupted the o- 
ther dryly) to yourfelf only. Your abilities, 
were they ten times greatet than they are, have 
been amply rewarded by the place jdu enjoy,, 
and die large fums of money they have brought 

you 



» THE REVERIE. 

you in from your deluded clients. But pray» 
fage fir, what important fervice have your great 
abilities beea of to his lordQiip, that he fhould 
be under fuch. obligations to you ? I fhould be 
glad to know that." 

/' What fervice J (replied the lawyer haftily, 
being almofl put ofF his guard, by fuch a crois 
queftion) what fervice do you afk, fir ! Sir, I 
think it beneath me to anfwer a queftion that 
betrays fuch ignorance. Put, if you do not 
know, they did who gave me the employments 
I hold ; and they knew befide that my promo- 
tion fecured my whole family. My countrymen 
always flick faft by one another.'' 

*' Hah ! hah ! hah ! great fervices ! very 
great fervices, truly (faid the other) I am really 
afliamed tp heal* a man who ihould know better,, 
mention fuch things. I am indeed. But you 
muft be blinded, quite blinded by your opinion, 
of yourfelf^ or you would never attempt to put 
them in competition with the fervices I have 
done his lordmip, in the infirudion of his fon's 
tender youth."— — 

** now, fir! (interrupted the parfon, who- 
had hitherto liftened to their difpute as unmoved 
as if it had been a vifitation-fermon, where fome 
country curate pretends to teach his betters their 
duty) you inftruft his tender youth! Pray, fir, 
have more regard to truth in what you fay. 
The inftrudion of his youth was committed tO' 
other kind of hands than yours. It is well 
known."—— 

*« That I got you the little iharc you had in 
bis education (faid the other, catching the word: 
out of his mouth) by informing of your pre- 
dece/Tor's putting that ballad into his hands ;. 

andi 
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ancl that you pofitively agreed to be guided by 
me, in every thing you feould attempt to teach 
him, before you were admitted to come near 
him. So that if you have any merit in what 
you did, you owe it all to me.. But fome peo- 
ple have very bad memories in things done to 
fervethem. 

*' But do you think that teaching him to 
read was fach a mighty matter ? The clerk of 
the parifli, though he was good for nothing elfe, 
could have done that much well enough. That 
is the leaft part of a young gentleman's educa- 
tion, the very leaft part, and what many a one 
makes a very good figure without. It is fuffi- 
cient for people who have their fortunes to make 
to mind fuch things, gentlemen are above them. 
They can keep fervants to read and write too 
for them, without their taking fuch a trouble; 
and let me tell you, fir, the world thinks the 
living you gotafufficient reward for all you were 
able to teach him. 

" But, gentlemen, Imuft remind you both 
of fomething which you feem to have forgot. 
There are other material reafons which not 
only prevent your getting the preferments you 
look for at prefent, but will alfo moft probably 
prevent your ever getting them, and indeed make 
what you have already gotten be looked upon 
with furprize and difcontent. 

*' You muft have forgot the afFalr of drink- 
ing thofe difaffeSfed ioafts certainlv, or you 
ivould never give yourfclves fuch airs as thefe- 
How can you, fir, expefl: that the real friends of 
his lordfhip, if they thiiik at all about the mat- 
ter, can like to fee the court- rolls intrufted in 
fuch hands as yours \ Or the pariih-regifters in 

yours,, 
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yours, fir ? — No ! no ! gentlemen ! you may 
both reft fatisfied where you are. You will ne- 
ver -rife higher, take my word for it. I know 
what defence you made, and how you came tp 
efcape fo eailly. 3ut your bufmefs is done, take ' 
my word for it j your bufinefs is done." 

The mention of the toafts was fo unexpe^ed^ 
that it ftruck them both dumb. They hung 
down their heads, and heard him out as con* 
vi(S^ed criminals do their fentence. But the law* 
yer, foon recovering his natural prefence of 
mind, " The toafts, fir! (faid hej I wonder 
how you can mention that affair to us, in furli 
a manner ! Were not you as (Jceply concerne4 
in it as we?" 

" I wiih I had, (replied the other) and then 
I (hould have been as well rewarded j for to be 



Aire you got a good fif£, *nd hwyirs may fay any 
thing fortbiir fa. Wejl, it is an old feying, thai 
it is good to have a friend in court. Your bro* 
ther brought you off with fiyine colours; an4 
WQ too had good luck to be in luch eood com- 
pany, or I know not how w€ fhould have ef« 
caped. You brought us off, as well as you drew 
iis into the danger. 

<* However, that efcape has not made me i^ 
vain as to think I was not in fnult. I have not 
the affurance to raife my expe£tatioiis b high a^ 
you do, and am humbly content with what they 
pleafe to give me, confcious that any thing is an 
extraordinary favour, and more tnan I fhould 
hav9 received in any other lord's family in the 
kingdom ; for which reafon I (ball ftrive to 
make hay while the fun ihines; and as foon as 
a ftiower- comes, retire into a fnug corner, and 
enjoy my good fortune with thanks. 

« As 
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' ** As for you, gentlemen, who afpire to 
higher honours, you will find, perhaps, when 
it is too late, that vou had better have followed 
my example. And fo, moft worfhipful Mr. Se- 
nefchal, and moft reverend Mr. Redor, I wiih 
you both a good morning. — — Paultry, menial 
lervices !" 

With thefe words, he flung out of the room, 
leaving his two friends flaring at each odier in 
a fituation whimiical enough. 

CHAP. XIX. 

^igfutl iiiftanas rfpnatHifi rfjpiriu C^nfijim^ 
$f char^iT matntainia. Ajcem •f mcemmstt 
UnJkrHifs* 

TH £ parfon was the firft who broke fi- 
knee. ^* Indeed, my friend, (faid he, 
ihufing up his pinch, and making his head in 
a melancholy manner) I fear there is too much 
truth in what he (ays, and that we {hall never 
be able entirely to get over the conlequences of 
that unlucky oifcovery $ for which reafon I will 
e'en ftrive to make myfelf eafy, and notlofe the 
enjoyment of what I have, by fruitlefs attempts 
for more." 

** You are to do as you p Icafe, Sir, (anfwer- 
ed the lawyer peevifhiy) but 1 ihall not ftoop 
to be spided by the advice of fuch a mean ti- 
nted tdlow. We fliould never have been, for- 
given, had thev dared to fliew refentment 
' agaii^ us; ana the fame motive will make 

them 
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them not chufe to provoke us too far by their 
refufals. 1 know how to deal with them. I 
will fpcak to all my friends. They are not 
bafhful in afking, nor eafy to be repulfed ; and 
if their intereft (bouM be unfuccefsful, I will 
take another courfe, which feldom failsr I ihall 
not fubmit tamely, I promife them." 

" And pray, my dear frrend, (replied the 
parfon) may I afk what courfe that is ?" 

" I will oppofe all the meafures of the lord's 
fervants in the court- leet, (returned the lawyer) 
and that i^n fuch a manner, that they fhall not 
be able to make any objedlions to my conduft, 
but" what will add to my confequence in the 
opinion of the people. I have a whimficd 
thought juft come into my head. What would 
you fay, if I fhould turn patriot upon the occst- 
iion ? I have precedents enough to juftify me. 
And then tlie variety of fuch a fcheme will be 
highly entertaining. 1 like the humour of the 
thing much. 

** As for the Senefchal, I'll foon make him 
fick of his fuperiority. I'll contradidi every fyli- 
lable he fays in the court-leet. My word there 
is as good as his, and my friends will ftand by 
me, right or wrong ; fo that III make thetA 
forry for what they Jiave done for roe, rf they 
will not do more j and that will gratify my re- 
fentment at leaft, if my ambition i^ difappoint- 
cd. No one ever provokes me with impunity." 

** Nay, for that matter, (replied the parfon,. 
fetting his hands a kimbo, and putting on a. 
look of importance) I do not mean to be quite 
paifive neither, I aiTure you. I feek peace, it 
is true, but then it muft be on my own terms, 
cm: I ihallnot enfue it, I promife them. 

« Noir 
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** Nor ihall. I long want an opportunity of 
letting them know my mind. The veftry will 
jibon meet on fome extraordinary affairs, when 
I will objeft to every thing the reftor propofes ; 
and that will vex them all not a little, for to my 
knowledge they have fome things in view, which 
tfaey will not like to be oppofed in ; fuch as mak^ 
ingfome alterations in the M furplice and cajfocks^ 
and enlarging the churchy andwidening the approach^ 
iS to the communion-table ; but I will not confent 
to the ftirring a ftick or ftone, or clipping off 
the moft ragged (bred ; all things (hall remain as 
4ey are, merely to difappoint them ; and then 
how filly will they look in the eyes of the crowds, 
whom they have promifed to make room for ? 

** They fhould not have let me know their 
fecrets, if they defigned to break with me in this 
manner. No ! no ! I do not mean to be quite 
paffive neither, I aiTure you. Our cloth has 
-oever been noted for tamenefs and fubmiifion. I 
will feek peace, but it (hall be on my own terms, 
I can tell them.** 

The two friends then (hook hands, and ap- 
plauding each other's fpirit, parted for that time, 
to prepare for putting their virtuous refolutions 
in execution. 

*' What fay you now (faid the fpirit with a 
imile) to modem modefty and gratitude ? ■ ■ 
But it is uoneceflary to make any reflexions on 
fuch a fccne as this is. They occur of themfclves, 
with force fufficient to make a rational being 
fick of the world, and all its ways : and I hope 
you are convinced, that changing the fcene 
makes no eilential change in the profpeft. Folly 
reigns every where alike. The palace, is no 
more exempt from it than the cottage :— — 

But 
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But foft !•— I fee fomethinff yonder, which Will 
be worth attending to. You have hitherto bech, 
principally engaged- in viewing the folly of am- 
bition ; I will now (hew you the eiFedis of love, 
its potent rival in the hunrran heart." 

Saying this^ he di re£ied my eye to a cham- 
ber, where lay a woman knguifhing under z 
general decay of nature. Much as fuch a ftate 
muft neceffarily weaken the force of beauty^ 
there was a fymmetry in her whole figirre, a 
foftnefs and delicacy in her looks, which even: 
thus in ruin charmed the beholder, and Aewed 
hpv^ reftftlefe they muft have been when the 
warm glow o{ health infpired their bloom. 
But ftill an air of debauchery fuliied all thefe 
charms ; and her whole appearance befpoke a 
life worn out ift vicious pleafures, which hail 
taken fuch deep root in her heart, that when- 
ever lh(t opened her eyes, a feeble glance of 
loofe Jefife glimmered through all the horrors of 
her prefent ftate. 

Every thing around her IheWed the higheft 
affluence and moft tender care ; and the moft 
elegant accommodations ftrove to make ficknefs - 
tolerable, and' compenfate, as far as poffible, 
for the want of health. 

But what particularly fhuck me was the ten- 
der, anxious aiffiditity vnth which ilie wad 
waited upon by a perfon, whofe appearance 
(hewed him to have been hredf to a profeffion, 
and on^ an element, neitho- of them very re- 
markable for foftening the manners, and giving 
the mind fuch a compai&onate humane turn. 

He was kneeling at the foot of her bed^ 
chafing her clay-cold feet with his band^ to 

tijF 
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try if they could communicate any warmth to 
them. She feemed not infenfibie of fuch an 
ad of tenderncfs, and raifing her head from 
the pillow, ** How ihall I reward my hero, 
(faid (he, with a feebly- wanton leer) for all his 
care ? Will this poor perfon of mine ever be in 
a condition to repay his pains and trouble with 
pleafure?" 

<* Let me but once more fee my deareft girl 
well, (anfwercd he, with a look of fondnefs and 
pity) and I (hall think myfelf amply over-paid 
for all. Is there any thing that I can do, to 
give you eafe or fatisfadlion ? Command my for- 
tune ; command my iife ; myfelf, and all in my 
pofleffion, are folely yours." 

'* I want nothing, (replied (he) while I have 
you. Stay but always, with me, and I have no 
other wiih. But why (hould I defire this ! 
What pleafure can you find in the company of 
a poor tick creature, who is incapable of feeling 
any berfelf ? I blame you not for feeking that 
I'atJsfadlion elfewhere, which it is no longer in 
mypowcrto give you." 

«* Why will my deareft life (returned he, 
with an air of concern) think fo meanly of me, 
as that I can have pleafure in any other com^ 
pany but hers. I * never leave you a momtnt^ 
Dut when my duty indifpenfibly calls me ; and 
as foon as that is over, I fly back to vou again 
with all the impatience of a youthful bnde<* 
groom." 

^< And when will that hateful duty call you 
again ? (added ihe) How long may I promifc 
myfelf your company now> MrithoQt fuch pain- 
ful interruption V* 

« My 
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** My love, (returned he) I am this very 
moment under a neceflity of waiting on the 
admiral. I have had notice that my fbip is 
ready for fea j but I will forego all my hopes 
of honour and advantage, rather than leave 
my deareft love, till 1 fee you better. I have 
framed an excufe to evade my going this voyage; 
and by that time my fliip returns, I promife 
myfelf that you will be able to take a tiip 
With me in her to Lifbon, where the warmth 
of the climate will efFe&ually reftore your 
health'* 

*' And how long will it be (faid ihe) before 
you return from the admiral f I infift upon 
knowing to a minute, that I may not be tor- 
tured by an unexpefted delav." 

*« I fear, my love, (aniwered he) that it 
will be impoffible for me to leave him before 
dinner. He has fo often afked me, that it will 
look like difrefpe£t to refufe him always. Be- 
iides, as I go to fue for a favour, it would be 
ill-judged to give him offence, fiut you may 
be aflured I will not fiay a moment that I can 
avoid. By fcven at fartheft."—- 

*' By fevcn 1 (exclaimed fhe) and muft I ! 
can I live fo long without you ! — Well ! fince 
it muft be fo, go ; but do not be furprized to 
find me dead, when yoii come back." 

" My deareft love ! (replied he, embracing her 
moft tenderly) this is the laft time I fhall leave 
you. I defign to tell the admiral that I am go- 
ing out of town 5 fo that nothing fhall inter- 
fere with my care of you. Adieu I my love : 
let me find you in better fpirits at my return. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX, 

The opening of a new fcene gives occafton for fome 
refleSfions^ which will probably be haft agreeable 
to tbofe who have mojl occafton for thenu 

DISTRESSED as the difconfolate fair 
one feemed at his departure, the moment 
he-Jeft the room opened a new fcene. " Now 
k the time ! (faid (he, raifing herfelf up with a 
fpirit that could not have been expe£led from 
her looks) now is the time to put my defign in 
execution ! If I mifs this opportunity, I .don't 
deferve to find another.'* Then turning to an 
elderly woman, who waited upon her, " Fly, 
nurfe, (continued fhe) bid my fifter come to 
me inftantly, and obferve the laft directions I 
gave her." 

The woman obeyed without delay 5 and the 
lady being left to her meditations, " Now (hall 
I be happy ! (refumed (he, in a tranfport) Now 
fiiall I i)e In fome meafure revenged on that ob- 
jeA of my foul's averfion, man ! O ! that I 
could treat the whole perfidious fex in the fame 
manner, expofing them equally to the ridicule 
of the world, and the reproaches of their own 
confcious hearts ! But, as that is impoiUble, 
let this mean fpirited, doating fool, bear the 
weight for all. If I fall a vi£lim to the vice of 
man thus in the prime of life, it is fome confola- 
tion, that I can wreak my refentment upon 
him, who feems alone to merit better from me. 

Vol. I. F The 
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The world will attribute what I do to other 
motives j but I difcbim them all, and ad only 
from the principle of revenge." — Saying this, 
ihe funk back upon her pillow, waiting with 
the utmoft impatience fOr the rc^turn of her mef- 
fenger. 

' There w^ fom^thmg (b fuperlatively bafe 
a^d wicked in thefe fentimcnts, and the by- 
procrify which preceded them, that I could not 
avoid expreffing the pain they gave me to my 
guide. As foon as (he had finifhed her medi- 
tations therefore, " O gracious fpirit 1 (faid I). 
' what life muft this vile woman have Jed, to 
harden her thus againft ev^ry fenfe of virtue and 
humanity ? and what uncommon injuries can 
flic have fuffcrcd, to fire her fogl with fuch an 
implacable paffion for revenge ? " 

*' Her life (anfwered he) has been that of a 
common proftitute ; a life that neceffarily ef- 
faces every tendernefs of nature, as well as 
every principle of virtue ; and the injuries 
which ftimulate her to thefe more than favage 
fentiments, have been no other than the ufual 
unavoidable occurrences of her wretched pro- 
feffion." 

" How ! (exclaimed I) does proftitution work 
fuch a total change in woman's nature i bad, 
too bad I am fenCble its effe&s are ^ ^ut I 
have always thought, that fome, and thefe not 
the leaft amiable of the virtues, were not quite 
inconfiftent with it ; I thought I had feen in- 
ftances of benevolence, charity, and filial duty, 
exerted by fome of thofe unhappy creatures, 
which would have been an honour to the 
chafteft of the fex. But I find I have been in 
. an error." 

" Chaftity 
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« Cbafthy (replied he) is not the only virtue 
of woman ; but ftill, it is fp cflcntially ixgcefla- 
ry to the perfeftion of her nature, that the want 
cff it, if it does not abfolutely incapacitate her 
from every other, debafes any feeble ^ inftancci^ 
(he happens to exert of them/' 

*' Nor can it be othcrwife. The moment Ji 
Woman is known to violate this virtue, (He is 
looked iif>on as a difgrace to her fex, and given 
up t^ infamy, even* by the very perfons who 
fifft fedi^ced her to, and ftill participate in, the 
criwiethey perfecute." 

** Debarred thus from the benefits of fociety, 
where virtue is confirmed and enforced to 
imitation by example, fhe is obliged to con- 
fort with her fifters in vice, who to filence the 
voice of confcicnce, and keep up their fpirits t^ 
purfue their miferable trade, vie with each 
other in wickednefs ; and, glorying in their 
ihame, profefs to deny the truth, and ridiculi , 
the pradice of thofe principles from which 
they have departed, till they harden each olhet 
in their iniquity, and become incapable of re- 
formation." 

** In fuch an abandoned ftate of reprobation, 
what merit can there be in a fingle adl of virtue^ 
that contradifts the conftant tenour of their 
lives, and owes its rife perhaps to accident, 
vanity, or caprice ? how light will it be found 
in the balance, when placed oppofite to the in- 
numerable vices among which it ftands, and 
which always contaminate it in fome circum- 
ftance or other ? 

" But this even is not all. The moft pro- 
fligate of them fees the neccflity of putting 
on the appearance of fom© virtues, to palliate 



100 THE REVERIE. 

the horror of her profeffion. This is the reafon 
of the error in which jrou may have been. Man 
requires but weak proof to convince him of 
what he wifhes to be true ; and therefore Rea- 
dily believes the reality of this appearance, and 
receives it as a fufHcient atonement for the vice 
which gives him pleafure." 

*' Think me not too fevere in What I fay. 
There may perhaps be fome inftances to the 
contrary ; but they are too few, in comparifon 
with the others, to draw a more favourable con* 
duiion from : and the danger which would 
attend fuch a conclufion is fufficiently great to 
juftify fo prudential and falutary a feverity.'* 

** The only fafe rule to direft the judgment 
by, in all fuch cafes, is this, that a perfon who 
perji/is in the wilful breach of any one moral vir^ 
iugj cannot he fmcere in the profeffion of any other \ 
as a proper convidion of the duty of any muft 
neceflarily and invariably enforce the pradice of 
all 5 that is, with allowance for the unpreme- 
ditated lapfes of human infirmity. 

" Nor is there a more dangerous error than 
this, of thinking that vice and virtue can be fo 
far reconciled as to inhabit the fame breaft ; or, 
that it is pojjible to compound for the obfiinate^ ha- 
bitual tranjgrejjion of one auty^ by the eccafional 
performance of another ; the mean mercenary 
motive to fucn a performance taking away ^y^vy 
fhadow of merit from it, and contradidiiig the 
unaltppble eiTence of virtue, which is pure obe* ^ 
dicnce." 

The fpirit's reflecElions were interrupted 
here by the return of the nurfe, with the 
perfons for whom (he had been fent. The 
moment they entered the room, the Tick lady 

forgot 
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forgot her ailments, and raiCng herfelf up, 
<* Well, fifter (faid (he, looking at them with 
eagernefs and delight) I fuppofe thefe gentle- 
men have been informed on what occafion they 
have been brought here. The moments are 
precious. Let us, therefore, do our bufmefs 
without delay ; and then we may enjoy our- 
felves." 

As foon as (he faid this, one of the gentle- 
men drew out pen, ink, and paper, and fat 
dotivn diredlly to write her will, which {he die- 
tated'With a readinefs, that (hewed (he had long 
fhidied it. When he had finifhed, (he read it 
over carefully, and (Igned it, in the due form of 
law, before the other gentlemen, who were 
broug]it on purpofe to atteft this extraordinary 
tranfa£lion. 

The. moment this important affair was end- 
ed, the lawyer received his hire, and then he 
and the witnefles departed, to prevent furprize ; 
when (he immediately funk into a (late of weak« 
neis, that (hewed her end was approaching ve- 
ry fa(t, the extraordinary effort (he had made on 
this occafion, having quite exhaufted her 
ftrength and fpirits. 

Dreadful as fuch an alarm muft naturally be, 
it (hook not her refolution. On notice of her 
friend's return, (he difmiffed her fifter, without 
the leaft mark of tendernefs or regret, though 
the only relation (he had in the world, and pre- 
pared to go through with her defign with il^on- 
ftancy worthy of abetter caufe. 



F3 CHAP, 



10% THE REVERIE. 



CHAP. XXI. 

ar/ Ilfj concluded in chara£fer. An uncommon le* 
gacy of love and gratitude* A particular cir* 
cumftance^ necejfary to he attended to through the 
courfe of this curious work ^ is explained* 

AS foon as he entered the room, he ran to 
her bed-fide with the utmoft impatience, 
where he found her languifliing -in the arms of 
death. 

Such a Aght awoke hb tendernefs. He fell 
upon her neck, and wept over her in bittST'- 
nefs of heart. So geoume an expreffion of 
love Operated as it were iBecl\anically upon 
her, who had long been accuftomed to return 
the careiTes (be received, however infipid tx 
loathfome to her. She opened her eyes ; and» 
forcing a faint fmile of fondneft, *' How could 
you think (faid (be) that I could live fo many 
tedious hours without you ? It is well, that 
you are come at length, to blefs my eyes with 
one view more of all that they delight in. Take 
care of this poor body ; fee that it is laid with 
decency in the grave 5 and fomctimes beftow 
a thou<'ht on one whofe heart's laft wilh was 
to givw you pleafure. I have a fitter who 
would perform that melancholy duty ; but I 
have long broke all connexion with Jier for 
your fake. You are the world to me ; and 
every tender tie of nature is fummed up in 
y^of love."— With thefe words, ihe fainted in 
.id * his 
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his atrms : nor ever recovered ftrength to utter 
another. 

As foon as her dtfconfokte lover recovered 
from the firft tranfports of his grief, he gave or- 
ders for her burial, with a magnificence that far 
exceeded this prefent ihite of his own afFairs ; 
but this he thought himfelf under an obligation 
to dc, in return for her whole fortune, which 
(he had bequeathed tb him, by a will made in 
the beginning of her illnefs ; and which amount- 
ed to a very confiderable fum, though all earned 
by vice and infamy. 

The next morning, after this laft token of 
lii& regard was paid, he was furprifed at receiv*- 
ing a vifit from a perfon to whom he was an ut- 
ter ftranger. After the commdn compliments 
of mt«tmg, the gentleman txAd him, that he 
was come from the fifter of the deceafed lady, 
to tflike pc^fikffioh of fuch eiFe£h of her's as might 
Iffiivhisiiands. 

** I am forry, fir, (anfwered the widowed 
lover, with a Tmile) that (he (hould have given 
you this unnecdTary trouble. My deareft girl's 
effefis and fortune are all in my pofleflion; nor 
Audi I part with them to any one." 

** How ! fir, (replied the ftranger) not part 
with them to the heir at law ? Pray by what 
right do you claim to keep them ? '* 

** And pray, fir, (returned the captain, fome- 
what offended at the manner in whibh-lbe other 
(poke) by what right do you afk me i/Jtt que* 
(lion ? " 

' ** Sir, (faid the ftranger) I am employed by 

her fiiter, to make a legal dernand of her un<» 

doubted right i and if you do not chufe to com* 

ply with it in this amicable manner, I k ow 

F4* ow 
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how to apply in another, that may be more ef- 
feftual, though perhaps not quite fo agreeable." 

*' That is to fay, (retorted the captain) you 
are the lady's lawyer. Well, then, good Mr, 
lawyer, as I defire to have as little converfation 
as poflible with you, and all the worthy gentle- 
men of your profeffion, I will fliew you my 
right." — Saying this, he unlocked a bureau, 
and taking out a paper, *• Here, fir, (faid he) 
is the lady's will, by which (he has bequeathed 
to me every thing in her pofleffion. If you 
pieafe, I will read it to you." 

" Very poflible, fir, (anfwercd the lawyer, 
with a fignificant fmile) I do not doubt but it 
may be a will of her's ; and therefore fball not 
give you that trouble. But, pray fir, will you 

S've me leave only juft to look at the date of 
at will?" 

** The date ? yes, fir, (replied the captain) 
here it is. It bears date about a year ago, juft 
in the beginning of her illnefs." 

** I fee, fir; (added the lawyer) and in re-, 
turn for your readincfs to fhew nie that, will 
now {hew you my client's title for making her 
demand. Here, fir, is a will made the very day 
betore the lady died, by which (he cancels that, 
and every other will flie may have made, and 
leaves her whole fortune, real and perfonal, to 
her fifter, charged only with a few legacies to her 
particular friends : and though you may not be 
much converfant with fuch affairs, you muft cer- 
tainly know, fir, that the laft will takes place. 
As you are one of the principal legatees, I will 
read it over to you, if you pieafe ; at- lead that 
part in which your legacy is mentioned." 

The 
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TTie captain's furprize at this piece of news 
was fo great, that he had not power immediate- 
ly to make any reply ; accordingly the lawyer, 
taking his filence for an aiTent to his propofal, 
opened the will with great deliberation, and 
clearing his voice with an hem or two, pro- 
ceeded to read : ** Item^ in return for the great 
** cxpence and trouble which my dearly be- 
<^ loved friend captain Lovejade has been at, in 
^ taking care of me, during this painful and 
*< tedious illnefs, I give and bequeath to him 
** a lock of my hair, which I defire he will 
•* have put into a locket, and wear next his 
*• heart, for my fake." 

** Hold, fir ! (interrupted the captain, rouz- 
ed by fuch a cutting infult) let me fee that will. 
Why, villain, this is not her hand } I knew 
it was not poffible. This i^ a bafe and impu- 
dent forgery, for which you fhall all be punifh- 
cd with the utmoft feverity." 

" Pray, fir, (anfwered the lawyer coolly) 
fufpend luch an injurious opinion for a mo- 
ment. Look at the paper again, and you will 
fee that it is not an original will, but an at- 
tefted copy of one, regularly proved this very 
morning in the Commons, where you. may 
fee the original any time you pleafe. As you 
may think proper to take advice in a matter of 
this confequence, I ihall wak for your anfwer 
to my client's demand till to-morrow morning, 
when I will call upon you for it j if you do not 
chufe to fave us both that trouble, bv fending 
all the lady's efFeds to her fifter's noufe this 
evening ; to prevent any miftake in which, here 
is a copy of a fchedule of them, which we have 
figned by the deceafed, and bearing equal date 
Fs wiA 
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with her will : and fo, iir, I wi|h you a good 
piorning." 

^* Pray ftay a moment, iir, (faid the cap- 
tain, a good deal coole4 by fiich an unexpedled 
Aroke) and give nae kave to afk you a few que^ 
ftions. Though (be has played sie Aich a bafe 
irick, I prefume I have a right to demand a Fe<- 
imburfement of the very greajt expences which 
jt^r long illnefs and burial have coA me ; and for 
(which, you muft be fenfible, I have received no 
x:onfideration. You appear to be a peffon of 
character, and as fuch I ^xpe£^ adir«6laBd can- 
did anfwer from you." 

" I am glad, fir, (anf^ered the lawyer) that 
you fee xeaibn to enter^in a be^er opioioR of 
«ie, than you were pleafed tio tx^refy aJfifftk 
.while ago ; but I can^ giv^ you IjMfch an aA- 
fwer as will be very pleafing to you* You fay 
you have receive^ ifio connderatioji ; pr&y, £r» 
did not the lady cohabit with y^v, boili hef^ffi 
and during her iUnefs ? Now, fir^ Ugbt a&you 
jnav make of ilich ^ matter, the law a^mt^ of 
'Aich cohabitation as a vaUMtbW c;9iilideratk>n, 
;^ot only for whatever ^^^j^ncee ^ mai^ to^y be 
at while it continued, byt a)fo for the fecovejy 
of a promifed maintenance^ ^fter itoeafefi.^ and 
therefore you can have fio right to exipe<St pay- 
ment, efpecially as you buried her of y^ur owa 
free will, and widK>ut conAj^iifig her beif. If 
you have any further comimAds» I wiU wait up»- 
qn you when you pleafe ; but at peefi^ I am in 
bafte. A geqtleman wajts for me ftl: the ciofiee- 
^Qufe. Sir, your fervflflt/* 

It is impoffible to defi:^ibe the captain's fiHuir 
tion at the difcovefy of ftfch a bafe de- 
xeit. He railed ^t the who)^ ^x in the gnoff- 
§A teriiis,* and curfed- hi? own credulitv for 

being 
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being made a dupe to one of the moft infamous 
of them. 

, When he had vented the firft tranfports of 
bis r&ge in this manner, it occurred to him, 
tiiat the whole might poi&hly be a contrivance 
of the fifter's and her lawyer, who having 
fbme wa^ learned that he was out that day, fix- 
ed upon it as a proper time to date their pre* 
tended will. 

But this conjecture was foon overturned, up- 
en examining his fervante, who all informed 
him of the nurfe's having gone out immediate- 
ly after him, and brought their miftrefs's fifter, 
with that venr peribn, and three more whom 
fbey did not Know, who wereihut up in her 
room a confiderable time, and went away but 
juft before he returned. 

Diiappointed in this hope, he went dlre^Iy 
t» an attorney of his acquaintance, m whoier 
judgment he bad a c6Afidence, to try if there 
Was not^fome redrefs in the law for fo grofs an> 
abufe as he had fuiFered ^ but he had the mortt» 
fication to find, that he muft fubmit to the 
whole, and be fatisfied with the loci of his he^ 
kwd's hair^ though he wanted not that legacy 
to keep her eternally in his remembrance* 

^ Well, (faid my guide, as foon as this ex- 
traordinary fcene was ended) what is your opi- 
nion now of the virtues of a proftitut'e r Their 
profeffion is, to pretend jpegards they never feel v. 
and you fee flue has preferved a perfect uniform 
mity of charaSer to the end of her life j and 
yet fhe was one of the moft remarkable of them 
all for the virtues you mentioned. As to her 
lover, bafe as her treatment of him was,' he 
cbewit upon himfelf, by his infatuated dotage, 

and: 
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and deferved to be deceived for placing confi- 
dence in a woman whofe whole life he knew- 
to have been a feries, of deceit* — What is the 
matter ? You feem furprifed at fomething ! "— 

*V O gracious fpirit, (anfwered I) what caa 
this mean ? We have attended the progrefs of 
this laft fcene through a feries of many days ; 
and yet I fee all the other objeds round me 
exadly in the fame fituation as when it began- 
How can this be ? Have their adtions been fuP 
pended^ till we fliould be at leifure to attend Co 
them?" 

** Your furprize (replied he) is natural. Yoi* 
judge according to the mode of man's concep- 
tion, whofe limitted faculties are incapable of 
comprehending th ngs at once ^ and therefore 
are obliged to receive them in a flow fucceffion> 
which you call time. But beings of a fuperior 
nature, are not under that difadvantage. Our 
powers are more extenfive ; and the ihorteft 
glance ibews us the whole progrefs of the moft 
complicated tranfadion, bringing all its parts 
together in one view before us. This power I 
have for the prefent communicated to you, as 
I could not otherwife attend to give you the 
information ycru defire in the tedious courie of 
human comprehenfion. But you will under- 
ftand this better^ when I tell you, that whae 
feemed to you a feries of many days, in reality 
was not a minute, according to your manner 
of fpeaking. Attention to this will prevent a 
like furpnze on future occafions/' 



CHAPv 
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CHAP. XXII. 

jIn account of an univerfal genius. Some curious 
fecrets in the trade of an authors with a new 
way of replying to impertinent remarks • 

WH I L E I was rcflcfting on what my 
guide had juft faid, ** Turn your eye 
tlus way, (continued he) and obferve that per- 
fon yonder. He is one of the ftrongeft inftanccs 
of tne danger of indulging an indifcriminate de- 
fire of praife ; and being feduced by the firft 
iiniles of fuccefs to form fchemes for acquiring 
even the mod imaginary pre-eminence over the 
jeft of mankind. 

*' To underftand the nature of the diftrefs, 
which, as you fee, corrodes his heart, and 
makes him incapable of enjoying the ^vours 
fortune has heaped upon him, it will be ne- 
ceflary to take a fhort view of his life- 

** He was born in one Df the lower ranks of 
the people, where neceffity filences the voice 
of ambition, and obliges men to have recourfe 
to the more immediately ufeful arts, of induflry 
and labour, to fupply their own wants, and mi- 
nifter to the convenience of thofe above them. 
But though the poverty of his parents prevented 
their extending their views beyond their own 
fphere, in the way of life they propofed for him» 
a dawn of genius, which marked the opening 
of his youth, prompted them to exert the utmoft 
of their abilities in giving him the firft rudiments 
of a. good education*. 

« Such 
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** Such care, when diftated by prudence, 
and not the fond refult of injudicious partial 
vanity, is feldom unfuccefsful ; though for a 
while it feemed to counter-a^ their principal 
defign, by leading him into purfuits of a differ- 
cut nature from thofe marked out for him» and 
making him defpife and negle£l the low illiberal 
profeiTion he was bred to. 

" But one of thofe lucky accidents which go- 
vern life, and fhew the inftgnificancy of human 
forecaft and wifdom, eiFed^ed what their moft 
ianguine fondnefe could never have fuggefted the 
f emoteft hope of» 

• ^^ After he had languifiied for <bme yoprs kk 
obfcurity and indignant difcontent at the Se- 
verity of his fate, he happened one day, in a 
mixed comcpany,. which had met upon fome 
public occafion, to fit next to .one of the moft 
ingenious perfons of the age. 

" The converfation. in ftich places general** 
ly turns on fubjeds the leaft agreeable to men 
of reft£bn; and is carried on with fucb noife and 
confufion, that, in their own defence, tbey are 
obliged to enter into private chat with thofe next 
them, to avoid being applied to, if tbey tpfeu* 
•d difengagedb 

'' Accorctingly, the gentleman aflced him 
fi»me of the common queflions which lead in- 
to difcourfe, defigned only to consume time ;. 
bat he, ambitious of appearing to advantage in 
iheeyts of a perlbn of his cfaaia£ler, footn to(^ 
aa oppoctunity to divert ifafe converlation to 
diof^ ilibje£b which he knew would be moft 
pleahng to him ; in which he difplayed fttch ex- 
teniive reading* fuch delicacy of tafte,. and. 
depth of judgment, with famodeft a diffidence 
... ' iXL 
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in his own, and fubmH&ve deference for the 
opinion of the other, that he politely inytted 
him to his houfe, for the pleafure of improving 
.their acquaiotance. 

" From that day, his profpefts began ta 
■brighten. The gentleman, pleafed with the 
thought of having refcued a man of fudi abili- 
ties from obfcurity, not only received him in^ 
•to the clofeft intimacy, but alfo intsoducedhim 
to the knowledge of fuch of the great as were 
4nQft eminent for patro©i«ing literary .merit« 
^wbofe favours in a manner prevented his very 
vUbes. 

^< The fuA advantage he took of this happy 
xhange, was to quit the mean profeffion he had 
been educated ijd, and enter iato the moft rc- 
jputable in which tises abilities of the humsm 
•mind can -be exerted; where the intereft of hia 
new friends ibon crowned his fame wkh the folid 
vemcd of an b^oourable and affluent efbibliili* 
me»t. 

^ Dmixyg^Ac tife of hts friend, he prefervod^ 
Ihs efteem by the moft arfefnl and dcs^cate ad«> 
4iieft. Senfihie of the tm^acabStty of literary 
rival(hip> he carefully avoided the particolar 
'^tbs the other bad advaoced in tio that envied, 
eminence he now enjo}'ed, and to which he af* 
itsttci a kind of exdufive right, dire£ting h» 
flttdtes (b different a way, that far from being 
jealmn of an eradiation, his^ friend gave the^ 
ftiu^on of his own moftfangvoneappoobatkm, 
-to eftaMifli his fame ; and at hk deadi, gave 
ithe ftroAgeil proof of his coafidcnce in his abi- 
lieies and integrity, by entruftiog him with the 
care of fome c£ his works which wene not yet 
publifhed« 
.. : ' ^ So 
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\^ So honourable a teftimony eftablifiied his 
reputation in the higheft efleem ; but a vain 
ambition of appearing in the abfurd charafter of 
an univerfal genius y foon precipitated him from' 
this envied height. 

•* For the reafon of the refcrve which had 
hitherto kept him within his proper bounds 
being now removed, he refolved to give his 
parts their full fcope ; and to (hew that his tafte 
for the works of imagination was equal to his 
judgment in the abftrufer purfuits of fcience, he 
publiflied a collection of old ballads j with notes 
and emendations J critical and explanatory ; in the 
courfe of which he diicovered fuch a contempt 
for the opinions of all other writers, and ob<- 
truded his own with fuch an air of authority, 
without deigning even to give any reafons in 
their fupport, that he provoked the univerfal 
indignation of that irritable race ; one of tvhom, 
in particular, kvelled the canons of ridicule 
againfl bis work, in fuch a fpirited, poignant 
manner, that, in defpite of his confide;ice in his 
ewn opinion, and contempt for that of others, 
he was obliged to fupprefs it, at a very confi- 
derable expehce. 

*« The leaft flip on the fummit of a precipice 
is dangerous. The firft difgrace he met in this 
affair gave his reputation a deep wound ; and 
another work, publifhed foon after, in which 
he advanced opinions: contrary to the general 
ienfe of mankind, and undertook to* fupport 
them, by arguments either trifling, or evident- 
ly fubverfive of them, ehtirely ruined it for 
ever ; and he became of no more confequence 
in the literary world, thaaifbe was actually 
dfadt 

« How. 
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•^ However, that very opiniatcd confidence 
which drew him into this difgrace, prevented 
his finking under the weight of it ^ and enables 
him to look down with difdain upon all who 
prefume to differ with him, without even 
vouchfafing to take the leaft liotice of their ob*. 
jed^ions. 

*' But under this appearance of unconcern, 
his heart is a conflant prey to the pangs of dif- 
appointed ambition, and the moft rancorous en- 
vj ; and he fecretly defcends to the meaneft ar- 
tifices, to reflore his loft credit, and deftroy 
that of his hated rivals." 

Juft as my guide had concluded his ac- 
count of this extraordinary perfonage, a man 
entered to him, whom he feemed to have ex- 
pe&ed for fome time. ** Ifuppofe, fir, (faid 
be, without deigning to take the leaft notice of 
the profound. YtipcA with which tlie other ap- 

i>roached him) you miftook the time. when I 
et you know I mould be at leifure to fee you ; 
or you would not have made me wait this h^f 
hour." 

** I moft humbly beg your pardon, fir, (an- 
fwered the other) but 1 was delayed by an un« 
expcfled affair. A particular friend of mine 
called at my {hop, juft as I was coming to wait 
upon you, to inform nie, that there was a very 
fmart pamphlet to come out in a day or two 
againft your laft book. As I happen to have 
conne£^ions with the printer, I went to him di- 
re<Sly, and by much entreaty prevailed upon 
him to let me have one of them in (heets, 
which I, have here brought with me in or-* 
der that you may have an anfwer to it ready, 
before it can have done tis much mifchlef* 

Here 
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Here it is ! — Will you plcafe to look ihto 
it ? " 

*' No, fir ! not I ! (replied he) I am not at 
Jf ifure to read fmart pamphlets at this time/' 

'* But, fir, (returned the other) confidcrwhat 
a prejudice it may do your book."— 

" A prejudice ! — No, fir, that is impoffiblc ; 
(interrupted he, peeviflily) quite impoffible, 
that a thoufand pamphlets, though never fo 
fmmrtj in your expreffive phrafe, ihould do any 
prejudice to that book. Nothing can do a pre- 
. judice to that book in the opinion of the learned 
and judicious. 

. ^^ If they cannot do the book a prejudice, fir, 
(bii the bookfeller, as he now appeared to be) 
I know to mv coft, tbat-tbey can prejudice the 
fale of it ; wnich is fo heavy already, that I «m 
like to be at a coofidenabie loft, if ioitiething 
cannot be done to pii& it on. And for this 
purpofe, l have here brought you all the books 
and pamphlets which have. been vn'itten againft 
it ; and ftiall take it as a 'favour j if you wHt 
write a general anfwer to them all together j in 
which it will not be amiis, ' to throw in feme per- 
ibnal refledions againft the authors, that may 
provoke them to reply ; by which means a con- 
trovetfy may be fet on foot, that may raife a cu<* 
riofity to read the book. 

'^ Many a book is helped ofF this way, that 
elfe would have lain long enough upon hands. 
Nay, I know an author of eminence who al"* 
ways anfwers his own books, and then replies 
to the anfwers again, and both with fuch ani- 
mofity, fiicb Tipping and tearing, that one 
would fwear the^ were written by the bittereft 
enemies \ by whidi management, be not only 
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teUs his book, but alfo makes a good penny of 
the controverfy too " 

** Well, and pray, good fir, (anfwered the 
author, who had lidened to him all this while 
with the greateft appearance of indifference) 
what d<^ you tell me this fine ftory for ? Do you 
want me to imitate the pradiice of your eminent 
authors ? " 

" Pardon me, fir, (replied the bookfeiler)»l 
would by no means give you that trouble. I 
am fenfible your time is too valuable to be fpent 
that way ; but I hope you will think proper to 
anfwer the objedlions which have been made by 
others. Your own reputation, as well as my 
intereft, are concerned. You know I paid you 
tn high price for the copy, and have printed the 
book in the moft elegant and expe]n£ve man* 
fiSft and it would be^hard to let me lofe by it 
cow." 

•* I have told you often (returned the au- 
tiior, haughtily) there Kan be no danger of 
jTDur loftfig. Such a book muft neceflarily fell i 
and the attacks of thofe infi^tficant fcribblers 
only prove its fherit. Envy is always the (ha-» 
iow of excellence. However, as you fcem to 
be' alarmed at thefe anfwers, or whatever they 
arc called, to (atisfy you, I will reply to them." 

^^ Sir, I am much obliged to you, (faid the 
bookfeller, putting a parcel of books and pam-« 
phlets out of his bofom and pockets) here 
they are. You fee there have been a good ma- 
ny nibbling at you." 

" Pray, fir, (faid the author, with an air of 
difguft) do not give yourfelf the trouble of 
taking .them. out. I have no manner of occa* 
iion for. them* 

« I 



Ii6 THE REVERIE. 

•' I beg pardon, fir, (anfwcred the bookfel- 
ler) I did not know you had them. Then I 
will only leave this laft, which you have not 
feen." 

** Sir, I have not feen any of them, (replied 
the author) nor do I defxre to fee them. Pray 
be fo good as to take them all away together." 
*— " How, fir I I thought you (aid you would 
anfwer them." — " True, fir ; but I did not fay 
adfo that I would read them, I hope." — •*' Sir? 
I do not underfiand you, fir. How can you 
anfwer books without reading them f " 

•* Sjr, you afk a great many queftions. Why, 
fir, I know that any thing written againfl that 
book muft be nonfenfe; which 1 will fay in the 
preface to another book I am now writing : 
and this will be a fufficient anfwer." — ** And 
in the mean time, before that book comes out, 
they will have damned the other eternally. Sir, 
—Sir, — I beg pardon j but I cannot helpfpeak- 
ing. I am much afraid that fuch an anfwer. 
will not be fufficient. That— that — that is 
only giving your opinion of your own book." 
— " And pray, fir, whofe opinion is better? 
who is a better judge ? " — *^ 1 do not fay any 
one is a better judge, fir. But, fir, the public 
may require a— a — a more particular anfwen 
If that would do, any author would fay fo 
much in defence of the worft book that tver 
was written." 

** Well, fir, (faid the author, putting on a • 
look of offended dignity) as I do not think 
that book the worfl that ever was written, I 
(hall not fay any more in defence of it, let 
the public expe<^ what they will. I am pofi- 
tive it muft work its way, in fpite of a thou« 

fiind 
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(and fuch ignorant cavillers. But, to make you 
eafy, if it mould not fell,* I will make good the 
lofs to you. You (hall not fufFer by it." 

« I am much obliged to you, fir, (anfwercd 
the book-feller, making a moft profound reve- 
rence) that is fufficient, full fufficient. I hope 

ou are not offended at my anxiety. I would 

J no means •'* 

" Pray, fir, (replied the author) let me hear 
no more of it. Jf you are fatisfied, I hope that 
is enough." 



I 



CHAP. xxni. 

Extraordinary injlances of one author's regard for 
tbi reputation of another \ with a Jbort method 
offiUncing competitors for literary fame. 

THE adjufting of this delicate affair dif- 
pelled the clould that hung upon their 
brows, and reflored their mutual complaifancy 
and good humour. 

" 1 imagined, fir, (faid the author, reaching 
the bookfeller his fnuff-box, as a pledge of per- 
k&, amity) you muft have had fome particular 
bufinefs with me, by the earneftnefs with which 
you defired to fee me." 

** Sir, (anfwered he) I wanted to beg your 
opinion of that manufcript which I took the 
liberty to fend you laft week. The author 
callea upon me yefterday ; and infifts upon 
leaving my definitive anfwer this afternoon.'* 
— *' And pray, what does he afk for that fine 
affair?*' — " Sir, he fays he will not abate of 

the 



ii8 THE KE.V E R I E. 

the price I wrote you word ; which, high as it 
13, I think I had better give him, as his name 
will not fail to fell the book." 

** Sirj you know yoar own bufinefs beft; 
but I am fatisfied it can nerer fell, and will cer* 
tainly ruin the gentleman's reputation : to pre- 
vent which, as I have a great regard for him, 
if I thought my interferins; in it could never 
come to his knowledge, I would even buy it 
myfelf, and buirn it ; by which m^ns his nc* 
cefTities would be fupplied, and his charader 
fcived," 

** You arc very good, fir. There are few 
who would be- at fuch an expence, to fervc a 
friend now o'days. As to his knowing any 
thing of the matter, I hope you are fenfible you 
can depend upon me." 

'' Then, fir, here is the money to give him." 
— '* The money, fir! yes, fir, thatisjuftthe 
author's money. But pray what do you defign 
to let me have for my pront on it ? You cannot 
expeS that I fliould buy and fell without fomc 
profit." ' 

'* Profit, fir ! I did not imagine you could 
defire profit in fuch an afFair as this, where you 
have no trouble, or run any rifle of lofs." 

*' No trouble, fir ! Dear fir, you little think 
what trouble I fhall have with this gentleman 
about the publication of this book ; nor how 
many evafions, or lying excufcs, I muft invent 
to put h'im off. The generality of authors, it is 
true, give thcmfelves no farther trouble about a 
book the moment they receive th^ir copy-mo- 
ney. It is equal to them, whether it Is burned 
or publiflied. But this is a different cafe. This 
gentleman expcfis to eftablifh a character by his 
works." " Well, 
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<« Well, ik*,. and what' profit da you cx- 

** Why, fir, every thing being confidered, I 
caimot ]^ffibly let you have it for lefsthan as 
much more, as the author gets*" 

^' How, fir! aj( much more as the author 
gets ! Is not that a very unreaibnable de« 
wand?" 

^' Not at all, fir. Not in the leaft. But if 
you think it is, I am far from preffing you to 
give it. It is paying very dear, to be lure, for 
doing a man a piece of fervice ; and I fhall lofe 
confidcrably, alfo, by obliging you. Why, fir, 
there is fuchan expectation of this book^ that the 
common numberof a firft edition is befpoke by 
the trade already. In (hort, I do not know what 
I may lofe by parting with it. As to its being 
double what the author gets, that is no rule. 
What authors get is but a trifle, in comparifon: 
of the profits ot a good book. The gentleman 
had but an hundred for that atheiftical book you 
anfwered ; but the bookfeller made a good thoti- 
(and of it. I was very unlucky in miffing that 
.book." ^ 

*' I hope, fir, theanfwer made you amends* 
You paid no fuch price for that ; and chriftian 
charity will not let me doubt its felling better 
than fuch a vile book. The age, bad as it 'is, 
cannot be fo depraved as to prefer that book to 
the anfwer." 

" Alack a day, my dear fir, the anfwer vras 
quite another fort of thing. It never fold at all. 
No body had the Itaft delne to read the anfwer.'* 
. ** That is very odd \ very odd indeed ! Well, 
fir, I (hall not difpute with you. Here is the 
' money." 

« Sir, 
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<« Sir, I thank you. But that is right ! Have 
you heard, fir, that the gentleman who wrote 
that other book, the firft edition of which I 
bought up for you, along with the right of co- 
py, from the publifher, and fold again for your 
account the paftry-cooks and chandlers (hops, 
as wafte paper, has written another on one of 
the moft interefting fubjeSs that can be con- 
ceived, which he defigns to publifh himfelf ; as 
the trade, prejudiced by the fuppofcd mifcar- 
riage of the former, have refufed to give him 
his price for it." 

" Obftinate, (hamelefs wretch ! To write 
again, softer fuffering fuch a difgrace ! But is 
there no way to prevent his expofing himfelf in 
this manner ? " 

** No, fir, but by buying his books from him, 
which, as I faid before, is a very dear way of 
doing him fcrvicej efpecially as his pride makes 
him hold it at a very high price, to (hew that he 
is not confcious of any demerit to have deferved 
the former difgrace." 

" Opiniated coxcomb 1 However, I will 
difappoint his vanity, at leaft for this time ; fo 
even buy it for me as cheap as you can : and 
I hope you will not defire any profit in this af- 
fair." 

" Only the allowed profit of the trade. Ten 
per cent, no more.; though you muft be fen- 
fible, that as the failure of the former book pro- 
ceeded not from any want of merit in it, I 
might reafonably expeft to make much more 
by publifhing this myfelf. There is another 
affair, that gives me a great deal of uneafinefs. 
The author of that book in which you made 
the alterations, called at my fliop yefterday, and 

abufed 
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abufed me in the grofTeft manner, charging the 
rnifcarriage of die book entirely on them, and 
threatening to take perfonal revenge of me, if I 
did not difcover who had ferved him in fo bafe a 
manner. I put him 6S for diat time as well zn 
I could, by declaring that I knew nothing of the 
matter, and would make the ftri£left enquiry a« 
bout it ; but what to fay when he calls next, I 
know not, as I imagine you would not have your 
name mentioned/' 

♦* Ignorant blockhead ! The only merit in 
the book is in thofe alterations* No ! my nadie 
muft not be mentioned by any means ; and your 
beft way is to infift that you know nothing of 
the- matter 5 and if he gives yo\i any abufe, or 
offers to threaten you, put him into the hands of 
a lawyer, and he will foon make him quiet." . 

** Indeed, I believe that is the only method 
of getting rid of him. Sir, I wifli yoa a good 
morning. . I fliall obferve every thing you have 
faid to me." 

As foon as he was gone, the other began to 
refl^£t upon the tranfacSlions of the morning. 
*' Well, (faid he, after mufmg for fome mo-, 
ments) if I do pay foipething dear for thofe 
books,. I remove two formidable rivals with- 
out any inore trouble ^ and not that only, I 
can alfo take what I like out of them, and in- 
fertit in my own works; in doing which there 
is nothing unfair, as my buying them has made 
them abfolutely my own property. As to an- 
fwering thofe pamphlets, it is by no means 
worth my while. I will not immortalize fuch 
paultry fcribble^s, by taking any notice of them. 
Ilad P'ir^il treated Bavins and Mavius with 

Vol. I G proper 
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|>roper contempt, their names had perifhed with 
themfelves, and not been handed down to lateft 
pofterity, in his works." 



CHAP. XXIV. 

A rare example of fnodejty and refpeSf^ on a mojl 
trying occajion. jl Jure way nf getting a good 
character ; with fome Jhort reflections on literary 
and othef moreferious matters. 

AS he was in the midft of this modeft me- 
ditation, a fervant came to let him know* 
that a particular gentleman was come to wait 
upon him. ** Shew him into the parlour (faid 
he) I am engaged at prefent. When I .am' at 
leifure to fee him, I will ring.** 

** He is come ^continued he, as foon as he 
was alone) to infult me with the fuccefs of his 
infignificant, trifling hook. But, I will mor- 
tify his pride ; he (hall fee that I am not in the 
number of his foolifh admirers." 

Saying this, he fell into a filent contempla- 
tion of his own confequence, which he indulged 
fo long, that his vifitor jQiewed the height of 
complaifance in waiting for him. 

At length, however, the important bell rung> 
and he was admitted ; when, advancing with a 
profound reverence, ** I have made bold to wait 
upon you, fir, (faid he) to impart an affair that 
I hope will not be unpleafing." 

** Pray, fir, what may that be?" (anfwered 
the other, without defcending from his dignity, 
by making any return to his falute.) 

« Sir, 
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** Sir, (replied he, rubbing his hands, and 
looking at them, as if to admire their white-' 
Hefs) 1 have a yery advantageous offer made mc, 
to write a fecond part to my laft book ^ I j(hould; 
be glad to know in what particular manner you' 
would have me mention you in it." — **Mentiott^ 
me, fir ? 1 do not finderitand you." 

" I mean, fir, what you would have me fay 
of your works, as I deiign to take notice of all 
die eminent writers of the times." 

** Sir, I am obliged to you for your inten- 
tion to pay me a compliment ; but I had much ' 
rather you would let it alone. I have no ambi-' 
tion to be claffcd among your eminent writers, 
nor even mentioned in their works. I would 
gladly have excufed it before.'* 

** I hope you do not think it a difcredit, fir^ ' 
to be fpoken of in a work that has ran through 
fifteen editions ? " 

•' The number of editions h moft certainly 
an excellent proof of the merit of a book j wit- 
ncfs Onania^ and the PUgrim's Pragrefs, In- 
deed, my friend, I muft be candid with you. I' 
had much rather that book had never been pub- 
liflied, for your own fake. I know the breath 
of prefent approbation is apt to intoxicate ; but 
if you will make an ejlimate of the manners and 
principles of the timeSy you will own that it im- 
plies a difcredit to pleafe fuch an effeminate de« 
bauched tafie as reigns at prefent ; and that no 
work which fuccecds now can poffibly meet the 
approbation of pofterity. And who would be 
at the pains of writing, if it were not for the 
hope of making his name immortal ? " 

*' All, fir, have not the fame fublime way 

of' thinking, nor the abilities to execute it, 

* G 2 which 
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wliich you are bleffed with ; but that muft not 
make us neglc<Sl to improve the talent given us. 
Prefent fame in fuch matters as thefe is prefent 
profit ; and that is ihe firft objed): to be defired 
in my humble flate. For the opinion of poilc- 
rity, I muft rely upon the manner in which you 
(hall pleafe to mention me in youi* works : but 
there is one thing in which I muft have ex- 
preffed myfelf imperfeftJy, as you feem to have 
miftaken my meaning. When I mentioned 
eminent writers, 1 was far from deflgning to 
rank you in a clafs with any other. There are 
degrees of eminence ; the firft of which, 1 am 
fenfible, you pofTefs alone, and that in fo dif- 
tinguiihed a manner, that your writings only 
are fuficient to vindicate the age from the re- 
proach of ignorance and barbarifm. The emi* 
lience of other writers is only in comparifon to ' 
the common herd of mankind, and raifes them 
not to a level with you, ^^ there fitting where, 
they dare not foar." 

*^ Well, fir, if ygu think my name will be 
of fervice to your book, I an¥ fatisfied that you 
ibould infert it \ and, to fave ^ou trouble, will 
write that part myfelf, as I did on the former 
occafion. But, pray fir, do you not think it 
AecefTary to anfwer the objedions made to your 
laft book before you write another on the fame 
flibjea?" 

^' No, fir, hot in the leaft ; I intend to fol- 
low your example, and take no notice of them/' 

** But — fir— your cafe and mine are quite 
different. My works are defigned for future 
ages, and therefore cannot be afFedied by fuch 
feeble attacks. But yours, which are but the 
blofToms of a day^ are liable to be blafled by 

every 
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every breath of V9\pd* The deep-rooted oak 
fe^Ia not the breeze that overturns the gawdy 
tiilip." 

•' Pardon me, fir, I prefume not to make anjr 
comparifon. I amjuftlyienfibleof thedifference* 
However, as I do not find that they have been 
able to do me any prejudice, I (hall take no 
trouble about them. You will pleafe to let me 
have your account of your own works as foon at 

irou' can, as I fhall fend the book to prefs di^ed* 
y. Sir, your moft humble fervant." 

There was fomething fo defpicably mean and 
difingenuous in thefe laft fcenes, that I was real- 
ly glad when they were ended. 

** You fee ((aid my guide, fmiling) how low 
ambition can fbop. Of all the paifions which 
aduate the human heart, the flrongeft and moft 
univ«rfal is the love of fame, next to thofe of 
felf-prefervation and continuing the fpecies -, both 
of which even it often furmounts. 

*^ To this in ibme, however miftaken fenfe^ 
may cvenf purfuit of man be traced. The felon 
who fired the temple^ had the fame defire of aa 
immortal name with him whofe better geniui 
prompted him to build it ; and moft of the atro« 
cious crimes which difgrace the hiftorv of man* 
kind, may in fome meafure be deducea from the 
fame principle. 

*• But of all the inftances of the tyranny of 
this paffion, the moft violent, and at the fame 
time the moft abfurd in its efFe<^> is literarjr 
ambition. 

♦* The obvious motive of a perfon^s under- 
taking the laborious tafk of writing to the pub* 
lie, is a benevolent deGre to promote their hap* 
pinefS) either by informing the underftanding^ 
G 3 or 
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or alleviating the cares and anxiety of life by ra« 
tional entertainment.— —I mention not thofe 
whom neceflity drives to this method of fupply- 
ing their wants. 

** But there are very few who write from this 
inotive alone -, and even of thofe who may have 
originally fet out with it, fcarce one perfeveres 
without yielding to biaiTes of a nature direfUy 
contrary, and facrificine the moft facred princi- 
ples of ftri£l and moral virtue to a vain luft of 
popular admiration, and a jealous envy of his 
competitors ; the virulence of which not only 
poifons the enjoyment of that fame which he has 
already acquired, but alfo precipitates him into 
fchemes for engrofling more, which difappoint 
his df fign, and deprive him of what he really dei^ 
fervcs.'* 

" Of the juftjce of thefe obfervations (faid I) 
this perfon is a fufEcient proof ; but there is one 
thing, the reafon of which I cannot comprehend^ 
and that is the fervile complaifance with which 
the other author bore his haughtinefs, and the 
fulfome adulation he paid him in return of his 
•infults and contempt.'^ 

*♦ You may remember (anfwered he) I told 
you he was advanced to an honourable eftablifli- 
mcnt in his profcffion. In virtue of that efiar 
blifhment, he has many opportunities ofj)referr 
ring others to very lucrative employments under 
him. This is the fecret motive of that behaviour 
iq them both, which gave you fuch juft of- 
fence. 

** Of all the profefiions of men, there is not 
one whofe principles are fo pure from every re-, 
proach of this kind as this; yet fuch is the force 
^f human perverfion, that there is none in 

which 
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which thofe vices of fervility and pride are fo uni- 
vcrfally praftifed ; and that with fo little difguife, 
that, as if the very inftitution was inverted, the 
former is become the general means of rifing in 
it, while the latter is looked upon as the firft 
prerogative of power, and borne with patience, 
from an hope of exerting it on that exaltation 
which all afpire. toj for, however ftrange it 
may found in fpcculation, experience invariably 
{hews that meannefs and pride fpring from the 
fame bafe principle, and always fucceed each 
other on a change of circumftances/' 

^n ^2 *" nT> *rm aH 4Qp ^9 SS °° 42 Jj «n» Jll drj qT> ttH oTt Jfc 

CHAP- XXV, 

The pleafuns of being a great man. Myjleries in 
politicks. Una drawn- battle leaves room for 
another. Children and fools fall out at play. 

** ' I ^U RN your eye now (continued my 
X guide) to yonder litt'e village, and be- 
hold a ihadow of human grandeur, that may 
enable you to form a juft eflimate of the fub- 
fiance. That perfon whom you fee embarraf- 
fed with the enfigns of ftate, and finking under 
the weight of his imaginary importance, was one 
of the piincipal fervants in his mafter's houfe. 

" So near a view of power fired hfm with an 
ambition to exert it himfelf, though in the moft 
limited delegation. Accordingly, he prevailed 
with his mafter to make him fteward of that 
manor where he now is ; fome particular cir- 
cumftances in the tenure of which oblige him 
to indulge the tenants with all the pageantry of 
G 4 power. 
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power, all the formalities of liberty, though 
ivithout any of thjs real advantages or either. 

** Nor is the power entrufted to their tem- 
porary governors more folid. The fervant of 
the fuperior fervants of his miller, he goes 
^ith his hands tied up ; and ads a part pre* 
fcribed for him, in which the leaft departure 
from his orders is immediately over- ruled, and 
his prefumption checked witli a fevere repri*^ 
mand. 

^* Such a mockery of command is the moft 
painful aggravation of fervitude. It is an in* 
fult that makes even wretchednefs more wretch- 
ed. Yet fo flrong is the vanity of the hiimaa 
heart, that the inefiimable advantages of inde- 
pendence are daily facriflced to .this wortblefi, 
empty (hew. 

' << How thi^ mimic ftate is ftippoft^d by thoie 
monarchs of a day, and what pleaTure it af- 
fords to balance tne pain of fuch a t^tJilning 
fituation, you will foon fee* But that you may 
more difiin£Uy underftand the fcene, which is 
juft ready to open, it is neceflary to give 70U 9 
general fketch of the principal things upon which 
It turns. 

'< I obferved to you, that there are fome 
particular circumft^nces In the tenure of thb 
manor. The chief of thefe, and th^t on 
which all the reft depend is, that ** though 
** fubordinate tOj and dependent on the principal 
•* manor y in which the lord rejides,^ it is Jlill a di-* 
*^^ JiinSf manor in itfelf^ with a right to hold 
*^ courts y and make laws ^ for its own government \ 
•* but that thefe laws are not to be offorce^ till 
** they are approved of by the courts of the prin- 

" cipal 
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** cipal manor y which courts have alfo a righi ts 
•* makf Icnus to bind this.** 

•* The perplexity and contradidions in this 
complicated afFair are too evident to require be« 
ing pointed out ; yet, far from ftriving to re- 
move them, in the proper management of this 
.very perplexity confifts the whole myftery of the 
politicks of this manor, 

** For the ftewards, and thofe whom they 
can attach to thetr party by lucrative employ <> 
ments, always make a pretext of the articles of 
fitbardination and dependence^ to oppofe every at- ^ 
tempt made in the court-leet by the apparent 
friends of the manor, to promote its feparate 
jotereft; as, on tlic other hand, thofe friends 
eagerly catch at and infift on the oppofite ones^ 
of its being diftin^ manor ^ axd having a right 
4f making its own laws^ to embarrafs the ordi- 
nary cQurfe of the government, and embroil the 
iSewards with the people, by propoiing laws in 
.tbeir confequences deflrudive of that depen- 
dence ; 'till, wearied out by finding that their 
labour is in vain, or (as is much oftener the 
Cafe) obtaining fome place or penfion, the real 
ol^ecSs which' they bad in view,, they at length 
drop their oppofition, juft in the critical mor 
ment when it mighthave been expected to pro^ 
duce fome important confequences^ 
. ** Thus all things remain in their former 
ftate of uncertainty and confufion ; each party 
thinking they have done enough in bafBing the 
attempts of the other, and not abfolutely giving 
up t\^t caufe of contention, but leaving the field 
open for future difputapts^ to try their fof tunes* 
en a more favourable occafion." 

G s « U 



130 THE REVERIE. 

* ** It muft appear ftrange to you, that the 
fteward (hould be ordered to obftrudl the in- 
tereft of a manor belonging to his lord. The 
whole fyftem of human politicks is incompre«> 
henfiWe. The reafon of this conduct is this : 
The fituation of that manor is fo convenient 
for commerce, and the other natural advantages 
of it fo many, that they apprehend if it was not 
lept under by every difcouragement and reftric- 
tion poflibly reconcileable with the fainteft iha- 
dow of liberty, it would foon rival, if not run 
away with the trade of the principal manor, in 
which its wealth almoft wholly confifts; and 
confjquently, as wealth is the foundation of 
power, in time arife above its fubordination^ 
and perhaps (hake off its dependence/' 

** One thing, by the way, I muft obferve to 
you, which makes this conteft ftill more ex- 
traordinary ; this is, that it fubfifts entirely be- 
tween the manors themfelves, the inhabitants 
being all connefted by every tie of nature, 
thofe of this manor, or their anceftors, having 
all removed from the principal one thither» 

<* Such difcouragements and reftridions are 
not fubmitted to wkhout great reludancc by the . 
inhabitants, who cannot fee themfelves cut ofl^ 
from making the proper advantages of the ble& 
fings of nature, and languiihing in unneceffaiy 
poverty witliout reprnmg, afid indignation at a 
treatment which appears to them equally ii>- 

! grateful and unjuft ; as they have always pre- 
erved their filial duty to their mother-country 
untainted, and on all occafions difplayed thie 
ileadieft attachment to tts general intereft, asid 
to the family of the pcefent lord." 

^•Thcfe 
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** Thefe natural fentrments of the people are 
on every occafion inflamed to a degree of mad* 
nefs, by a fet of men for that time called pa'- 
triotSy ( I have told you the import of this 
word as it is ufed at prefent) who, by pathetick 
harangues on fo favourite a fubje(5l, and pro>* 
liiifes of redreffiag thofe grievances, gain their 
confidence fo far as to be put at the head of a 
plauGble oppofition to the meafures of the Rew- 
ard, which they perfift in 'till their zeal is- 
cured by a proper application, and they obtaiik 
the pbie6):s which they had all alc^g In view. 

*' Thus, you fee, the whole fecret of thefe 
difputes confifts in peliing each other with a fet 
of words which have no determinate meaning,, 
and are therefore ufed in different fenfes by the 
oppofite parties, as occafion requires \, ^nd that 
the controverfy may not be improperly compared 
to a game of draughts^ where a number of mea 
are facrificed to raife one power ;^ and when' , 
the game is ended^ all are promifcuoufly thrown* 
by, and the antagonifls part as good friends as« 
ever. 

*' But there is nothing in thefe difputes more 
unaccountable to. inexperienced reafoa„ than, 
the manner in which they are carried on. As 
the event of the game is always forefeen, ic 
0iould be imagined that they might play their 
cards coolly, and without wrangling about 
tricks which can make no alteration in. the fuc- 
cefs. But the contrary is always the cafe ;. 
and no fooner are they engaged, than,, forget- 
ting that they ace only playing booty on both, 
fides, they faU together by the ears with the. 
moft virulent animofity j and dropping the mat- 
ter originally in difpute^ break out into the 

groSkiL 
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grofleft outrages of perfonal refle£Hon and abufe, 
as if the fole point to be gained was only who 
ihould make their antagoniils appear m the 
blackeft li^ht. 

^^ Horrid as this more than brutal ferocity 
appears, it arifes from that fource of all evils, 
interefled defign. The v9onhy patriots arc fen- 
fible that every ftroke they give the fuppofed 
oppreflbrs, affords the malignant pleafure of re^ 
venge to thofe who think themfelves opprefled ; 
with whom it alfo confirms their intereft, by 
IcflcniTig their fears of a reconciliation, wbicn 
they know by fad experience is always made at * 
their expence ; as the oppofite party retort the 
abufe thrown upon them with equal eagemefs, 
to obviate the defign of the others, and gratify a 
natural defire of revenge, and all without the 
leaft regard to truth or luftic^. 

" Thus are the moft facred bands of fociety 
'broken, to ferve a deteftable purpofc; and 
wounds given often to the pureft charaders im* 
pofBble ever to be healed. 

" You now fee what a defirable objed this 
(hadow of power is. Indeed the difagreeable 
circumftances which attend it are fo many, and 
lo foon diffipate the intoxication of vanity, that 
very few would groan under them for tnc apr 
pointed time, if their refolution was not fup- 
ported by a profpcft of gain, of which, though 
none ever flood in lefs need, not one ever was 
more greedy than this perfon before us, whofe 
own private condu£): has alfo aggravated all the 
unavoidable inconveniences of his fituation, and 
made it many times more difagreeable than it 
jneed to be. 

« For 
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** For as the nature of his office ncccflarily 
embroiled him with the grcateft part of the te- 
nants, fo the haughdnefs of his behaviour has 
given fuch offence even to thole whofe intereft 
It is to be Qpon good terms with him, that moft 
•of them have dropt all friendly intercourfe* 
Nay^ fome have gone ftill farther, and, in the 
warmth of their refentment, threatened to call 
him to a fcvcre account for fome flights, they 
apprehened he has ofFered to their privilege3, 
of the honour of which they arc jealous to a 
degree of madnefs, as foon as he fhall be di* 
veiled of his aflumed chara3er, and defcend in- 
to his own : a threat equally difagreeable to 
t^e delicacy of his honour and his conftitu- 
tion." 

i®><S><2><B<5><S><SK5><S><S> 

CHAP. XXVl 

jtgood way t$ make up for a bad mar kit* Mjfte^ 
riis offtate-preferment. Servants muji not ad-^ 
vife their mafters. The comfortable effe£fs ofm9^ 
dern honour. An heavy cloud gathering, 

AS foon as my guide had concluded this ac- 
count, I turned my eyes to the pcrfon who 
had given occafion to it. He was fitting in a 
fumptuous apartment, and by the anxiety in his 
•looks feemed to be waiting for fome body on bu- 
finefs of importance. 

I had not obferved him long when the one 
Jie expeded entered, and advancii^ to him 
•with an air of .familiarity, which feemed to 

agree 
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agree but badly with the difFerence in their ap- 
pearances, '* Well, fir, (faid he) I have feen 
thofe people, but do not find that of any them 
care to deal with us, though I offered of them 
lumping penny-worths; for I never liked to 
ftand higgling for a trifle one way or the 
other." 

** What can be the meaning of this I (aa- 
fwered the fteward) I thought thofe things were 
always ready money; none of my predeceflbcs 
ever mifled felling them." 

*' Very true, fir; (replied the , other) bujt 
they had better times ; better times to- make 
their markets in. At prefent every one is fo 
taken up with the difputes in the court-leet, 
that they can mind nothing elfe. 1 wifli all 
thofe patriots^ and all the patriots that ever were, 
or ever will be,, were at the devil. They do 
nothing but make difturbanccs wherever their 
are. The brokers, who ufed to find out cuK- 
tomers for your predecefibrs, imagine that .thofe 
fellows will carry every thing before them this 
time ; and therefore do not cace to meddle wkh 
the affair^ for fear of being brought iota a 
fcrape with fach a fpiteful crew ; and even the 
mob is fo ftrongly feized with this fame fpirit 
of patriotifm, that the very toll-gatherers have 
jrefufed to buy a clerkfhip of the market ; nor 
has one of the militia-men bid a fingle penny 
for that vacant halbert ; fo that if it were not 
for what we got by th£ fale of tbefe vjcarages, 
we (hould have made a damned bad band of it 
indeed." 

" This is bad luck ; (returned the fteward, 
Ihrugging up his fhoulders) damned bad luck ; 
but we muft try to bcixig it up fomc other wav. 
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My wife was fpeakrng to me this morning about 
a icheme fee has got in her head, of inviting 
all her female acquaintance to make a party at 
Loo every Sunday evening, when (he does not 
fear ftripping them of every penny in their 
pockets, by her dexterity at packing the cards, 
and flipping Pam. Now, I think it would he 
no bad addition to her fcheme for me to get 
the men together at the fame time at dice^ 
when your old trick of cogging might be of 
rare ufe j efpecially as I feould be ready to wit- 
nefs for you upon all occafions, and even bear 
you through by my authority, ihould you be fo 
unlucky as to be caught. Eh ! what do you 
think of this?'' 

•* Why, faith, (faid the other) very well. It 
may do very well. As to my being catched, let 
me take care of that. I have not pra£tifed fo 
long among the experteft hands in the county- 
town, to be catched now by a parcel of country^ 
bumpkins. Or, even if any of them fhould 
fufpe£t me, I know how to bring myfelf off. 
It is but pretending to be affronted, ftripping 
direSly, challenging him to fight, and before He 
can be on his guard, hitting him a plump in the 
bread*ba(ket, that fiiall make him throw up his 
accounts; and I'll engage he wilt have but 
very little ftomach to accufe me after. Many 
a fcrape of the kind have I buftled. through in 
this manner, where a faint-hearted perfon would 
have confefTed the fad, and been dipped in ah 
horfe-pond. No? No! Let me deal with them. 
Nay, for that matter, you know I can bring 
others off too, bcfides myfelf. You would not 
have efcaped with a little dry drubbing that day» 

4 
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if I had not played a good ftick in your defence. 
Never fear me ; I can fieht." 

•< Well, (interrupted the fteward, who did 
not feem much pleafed with the latter part of 
his fpeech) but muft we let thofe fellows, thofe 
patriots^ eo on thus, without oppofition? Is 
there nothing to be done to flop them ?" 

*' Why, aye ! (faid the other) that is juft 
what I was going to mention* I think the beft 
way is for me to go down direftly to the court- 
leet, which is now fitting, and trv wfeat a little 
bullying will do, (ince fair words have failed* 
I have known a kick and a cufF prevail more 
than an hundred fine fpceches before now. If 
they (hould run reftifF, I am not afraid to take 
a bout with the beft man among them. I have 
not forgot my old knack at crofs -buttock yet; 
that I have not. — —-But, tliat's right! What 
do you deiign to do about that place of keeper 
of the court-rolls ? I have a thought juft come 
into myhend, that may perhaps be better. than 
giving it to any of thofe fellows. What do you 
think of giving it to me, and I will return you 
half the profits ; or, if I can fell it, half the pur- 
chafe-money ?" 

** Give It to you! (anfwered the fteward) 
How can that be ? You are no lawyer ; and 

Jou know that place has always been in the 
ands of one of that profeflion. The laft was 
reckoned the ableft attorney in the whole 
country." 

** If the laft was an able attorney, (replied 
the other) his predeceffor knew no more of the 
matter thsln myfelf ; fo that we clan eafily get 
over that objeftion,*' 

« But 
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** But then, your ofFer is quite too low ; (ad* 
ded the fteward) half tb^ profit, or half the pur* 
chafe money ! No ! no ! That will never dp. 
But if you have a mind to take it at one fourth of 
the pnmt, or purchafe, you fliall even have it ; 
and you fliould confider that this is juft fo much 
for nothing ; all clear gains/' 

♦* With all my heart (faid the other) be that 
aa you pleafe. I mentioned it foley for your ad- 
vantage, at you are not likely to make any thing 
of it as matters' go. I had no view to myfelf at 
all in propofing it. — Well j now if you have no- 
thing elfe to fay to me, I will go and fee what I 
tan do at the court-leet.'' 

■< Nothing (anfwered the fteward ) but to wifh 
ftm Aice^ : and, do you hear ! let me fee you 
as iboa as you retuiYi. I ihall be impatient to 
to y wh at pafies/' 

.<IU f5olii»this necef&r^ perfon was gone, tilt 
fltwanl began to prepare mr ^e reception of a vi-. 
fifor, who was to be treated with a little more ce- 
remony* 

This was one of the principal gentlemen in the 
manor, in whom age had cooled eveiy paffion but 
that of attachment to his intereft, m which he 
yna now fo dofely conneAed with the fteward for 
the time, though he had long been one of their 
warmeft oppofers, that, without the leaft atten- 
tion to their perfons or private charaders he af- 
fifted to carry on the bufinefs of his office with all 
his power. 

The pains which the fteward took upon this 
important occafion wer^ fufficient to have made 
laughter burft his fides. He placed himfelf be- 
fore a large glafs, where he adjufted his drefs, 
moulded his vifage into due dignity, and pradlifed 

the 
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the nod of flate with a proper mixture of conde- 
fcenfioii and pride. 

Juft as he had fini(hed conning over his leflbn^ 
the gentleman entered, and paymg his compli* 
ments to him in a polite and refpedful manner, 
which the other returned with more than Spanifli 
gravity and pride, *^ I am come, fir, (faid he) 
to talk to you about thofe people who have given 
you fo much trouble ever fince you have been in 
your prefent office. I am afraid you have not 
taken the proper method of treating them. I 
am well acquainted with their tempers, and 
know what way they are to be managed. It is 
batter to comply a little with a fet ofwrong-head* 
ed men) than be continually involved in broils^ 
which at beft can bring nothing but vexa* 
tion.". 

" Comply with them, fir ! (anfwered the ftew- 
ard, .putting on an air of importance) No, fir ;. 
that I (ball not. I know the dignity of my fta« 
tion, and ihall never debafe it by making com- 
pliances with a beggarly mob." 

"Sir! fir! (replied the other) this way of 
fpcaking may do you much harm. In this fam^ 
beggarly mob are many perfons upon a level 
yritb anv man in his private capacity, and who 
are fo far from begging from others, that all 
they defire is to keep their own. I have feen too 
much of thefe difputes, and know by experience 
that nothing is to be done with thefe people but 
by fair means. You may buy, but never can 
>ul]y them into any thing. In a word, fir, you 
are fent to do your lord's bufinefs ; which ypd 
muft be content to do in the beft manner you 
can.'' 

"I 
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•* I believe, fir, (returned the fteward, fwel- 
ling his nofe like an angry turkey-cock) you for- 
get whom you fpeak to, or you would not pre- 
fume to talk in fuch a manner* The bufinefs 
muft be done by thofe who are hired to do it, 
who muft work for their wages as they are or- 
dered, whether they like it or not. Now, fir, 
as you are one of thofe, I tell you that I want your 
t>bedience and not your advice -, and that it any 
thing mifcarries, I (ball impute the fault to you, 
9XiAJlrike you offthi lift, I fuppofe you have a 
private undcrftanding with thofe fellows, that 
maket you fo fanguine in their behalf; but you 
jbmSl remember that you are not at the head of 
your mob now ; ana therefore muft not think 
to' parly with your matters, and make conditions 
»8 you did then. The moment you capitulated you 
Up your confequence \ and now are no more than 
any common hireling," 

It is impoffible to defcribe the condition into 
which this fpeech threw the perfon to whom it 
wasaddreiTed. Confcious of the juftice of what he 
faid, the bafe and defpicable ftate to which he was 
fallen ftruck him with the fevereft remorfe and 
anguifti of foul. He ftood for fome moments in 
a conftiiSt of pafHons, which deprived hiim of the 
power of making an anfwer ; till impatience at 
the imputation of guilt, however juft, by the 
falfe pride of man, called honour^ riung fuperior 
to all the reft, and taking poiTeffion of nis whole 
foul, he refolved to do himfelf immediate yf^/V^, 
for fo grols an aftfont. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII 

Ajhange apparition difperfes the doud. A new me^ 
thod of making a good Jteward. Theperihus at^ 
ventures of the knight of the baiter^ with other 
favoury matters. 

JU S T as he was going to execute this refolu* 
tion, open flew the door, and in ruflied a 
perfon with a halter about his neck, and every 
fsgn of the.moft violent fear in his whole appear* 
ance. His^ lengthened vtfage was as pale as deadi* 
His e]res rolled wildl/ round the room, and his 
knees knocked together, «» he ran and threw 
bimfdf at the flewardV feet, unable to fpcak % 
word. 

The fteward, whofe delicate nerves were in- 
ftantl;^ fufceptible of the leaft affright, fkuttd 
back in horror from fa terrible an obje£l } and 
would certainly have fallen to the ground, had not 
the gentleman who was with him, forgetting bis 
refentment, or thinking htm beneath it, nuv to 
his fupport ; at whofe repeated defire he ventured 
to lift up his tyts^ when he made a fhift to re- 
cognize his valiant friend, who had left him not 
long before to go and bully the court-teet. 

While he was gazing in aflonifhment at fo 
flrange a fight, the terrified trembling wretcbt 
though ftill under the illufion of his fears, re- 
covered ftrength enough to cry out, '' O favc 
me ! fave me ! They are coming ! they arc 
coming." 

« Such 
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. Such an exclamation awoke the fteward from 
bis ftupefa£tion. He took the alarpi, and throw- 
ing his haggard eyes around the rooqi, returned 
at the fame inftant, in a feeble faultering voice, 
** Wh — wh — who are coming r" 

There was fomething fo extraordinary in this 
Icene) that the other gentleman, who was ready 
to burft.with laughter at the droll figure which 
the fteward and his friend cut, ftaring and flam- 
mering at each other, could not tell what to make 
of it. 

When he had enjoved the fight for fome time, 
hfi rpok« to the Knight of the Halter j who was 
ftiH upon his knees with his hands joined toge- 
ther, aild lifted up in a fuppliant poflure, and 
telling him his danger was over, he it what it 
Hfould, he ftooped to take oiFthat apparent caufe 
d his fear. 

BMt no fooner did he touch it, than the oth^r, 
wbofe imagination was flill full of the fcene he 
had jufl gone through, miflaking him for one of 
his purfuers, fell at length upon the floor, for he 
was unable to rife, and roared out with all his 
might) *^ O fpare me ! murder ! mercy ! fpare 
me 1 fpare me ! I never will attempt the like a- 
gain ! never fay or do any thing ofFenfive to the 
people, or prejudicial to the interefl of this ma- 
nor, while I live ! O fpare me ! fpare me !"— 
. This exclamation, while it feemed to dire£t 
the gentleman's conjecSkures to the caufe of the 
wretch's fright, made him flill more earneftl^ 
curious to iearn the particulars of it For this 
purpofe he raifed him froni the ground, and by 
many foothing and encouraging expre^ions, at 
)f Qgth reftored him to his fenfes. 

As 
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As foon as he had recovered himfeirro as to 
be able to fpeak, " O, fir, (faid he to the ftew-. 
ard, who had itood all this while ftaring at him 
without power to utcer a word) what have I 
undergone fince I (aw you ? never will I enter 
that court-leet again, while 1 live. 1 hope the 
doors of this houie are fliut, and that there is no. 
danger of their purfuing me, even here." / 

** Who fhould purfue you, fir, (anfwered the 
gentleman, for the fteward had not yet opened 
his mouth, and this fpeech was far from reftoring 
his fpirits) or what have you undergone to put 
you in fuch a fright ? you fee you are fafe here : - 
no one dares to enter this place in purfuit of you. 
Compofe yourfelf then, dear fir, and tell us what 
has happened to you." 

The knight of the halter at this went to the 
door, and clapping his ear to the key-hole, to 
liften whether there was anv noife, bolted it faft, 
and then returned to the fteward, who had by 
this time recovered himfelf fo far, as to make a 
fliift to repeat the defire of the other gentleman^ 
that he fhould tell what had happened. 

" As foon as 1 left you, fir, (faid he, throw- 
ing his eye every moment towards the door) I 
went diredily to the court-lect, whdre I took the 
firfl opportunity ta do as I had faid^ for one of 
the jury-men happening juft then to drop fome- 
expreffions of diflike at your manner of doing bu- 
finefs, I took him up (hort ; and faid, that he de- 
ferved to be well drubbed for his infolencc, in 
prefuming to find- fault with. his mafter ; and that 
if they did not do their duty they fhould be made, 
to do it, or their courts fhould be taken away 
from them, and their manor governed by theUws 
of the principal manor, without all this fufs and 
trouble. " At 
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•* At thefe words the whole court took fire, 
every one calling out to me at the fame inftant 
for fatisfadlion. But I was prepared for this, 
and therefore^ to go through with my fcheme, 
, I roared out as loud as they, that I was ready to 
fight the beft man among them, in fupport of 
what I bad faid, and for a guinea by, if they 
pleafed, and inftantly began to ftrip. 

** But they foon let me know that this was 
liot the way of fighting they chofe j for, like a 
parcel of blood-thlrfty villains, they inftantly 
clapped their hands to their fwords, faying, they 
fcorned that vulgar manner, and expected the 
iatisfadion due to a gentleman, which I might 
take my choice of, fword or piftol, to give, as I 
Jikcd, 

•* But 1 begged their excufe there. I liked 
neither j for, though I could give and take as 
hard knocks as the beft of them, I knew no- 
dling of their damned fwords and piftols ; I had 
never been ufed to them, and did not chufe to 
run the hazard to learn now. I therefore thought' 
it beft to try if I could not fatisfy them fome other 
way; and accordingly, as foon as I could be heard, 
begged their pardon, if I had faid any thing to give 
them ofience, and promifed to take better care for 
the future. 

•* The reafon of this fudden change in my 
manner of fpeaking was too evident. They in- 
ftantly turned from me with a contempt worfc 
than any thing but their anger j and I began to 
hope that I fliould come off with a fpit in the 
fate, or a kick on the breech at worft. 
* ** But unfortunately the affair had taken wind, 
and juft as I was going to fteal away, in broke- 
the mob in the moft violent fury \ and while fome. 

of 
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of them laid hold of me, the reft behaved in the 
moft outrageous manner, railing at you and all 
your friends, and breaking open every room in 
Uie houfe in fearch of you. 

(' As they v^ere at this work, fome of them 
happening to find your fteward's gown and cap» 
one unlucky dog ran out, and in an inftant re- 
turning with the great wooden-man that /ou have 
feen ftanding as a fign at the ale-houfedoor in the 
next ftreet, they diredly clapped your gown and 
cap upon it, and placing it in your chair at the 
upper end of the hall, called it by your name, 
and faid, it was juft as good a fteward as your 
honour. 

** There was fomething fo droll and ridicu- 
lous in the figure you cut (I mean the wooden- 
man in your gown and cap) that, provoked and 
terrified as I was, 1 could fcarce refrain 'from 
laughing alons; with the reft; efpecially when 
one of them, ftooping behind the chair, made n 
fpeech for you, that Teemed to come from the 
wooden-man, and took off your voice and man-, 
tier to the life. 

<^ But this was all a joke to what followed- 
For no fooner were they tired with ridiculing 
and abufmg you in this manner, than turning aU 
their rage upon me, they threw that halter about 
my nec^, and led me away to hang me on that 
great high fign-poft' before your dodr, where 
lome of them had even the afTurance to talk of 
hanging you aifo, if ever they (hould lay hands 
upon you." 

^< But, luckily, juft as we came to the &tal 
jppft, one of the jurymen, more moderate than 
the reft, and a great favourite of the mob, hap- 
pened to meet us, and laying before them the 

confequence 
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confequ'ence of fuch an a£l:ion, by much ado 
procured me an opportunity to make my efcape 
in hither ; which 1 did in the manner you faw, 
without even flopping to take off the halter from 
about my neck, as 1 imagined they were all at 
my heels. • And I heartily wifli, that we were 
well out of this damn'd riotous place ; for I am 
very mach afraid that now the m^b is rifen, they 
will break into the houfe, and hang us all up." 
It is impoi&ble to defcribe the different expref- 
fionsoffear which fucceffively appeared in the 
fteward's face, while the other was telling this 
ftory: juft at the terrible conclufion of which, 
a cat happening t(^-dart acrofs the room after a 
moufe, his apprehenfions immediately took the 
alarm, and fmagining the mob was breaking in, 
hjs gavea loud mriek, and fell down in a fwoon. 
' The gentleman inftantly ran to his affiftance j 
but the moment he ftooped over him, he receiv- 
e^.fucb a favour from the effefl of the poor man's 
fright, that hp ftarted back, and clapping his 
handkerchief to his nofe, ran to the other fide of 
the room. 

The knigh,t of the halter, who was now pret- 
ty well recovered, perceived what had happened, 
apd calling the fervants^ gave their mafter into 
thjsircare. 

You I H CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

An appearance of danger the moji coiwincing ar^- 
gument, AJlrange charaSler of ajirange feirf 
of people. The heft foundation for popularity. 
The mjflery of patriotifm^ withjome low preju^ 
dices of education. 

THE firft thing the fteward did, as foon as 
he came a little to himfelf, and had got over 
feme of the various efFe£ls of his fright, was, to ^ 
fend for the gentleman, and tell him, that his* ' 
confidence in his friendfliip was fo great, he was 
refolved to be guided entirely by his advice for 
the future; and accordingly he gave him power 
to make what terms he thought proper, with 
thofe whom he hadheld in fuch contempt but' 
a few hours before. 

The gentleman had now an opportunity of 
returning the haughtinefs with which the fleW« 
ard had treated him in the morning ; but thinking 
that fuch a manifold humiliation as he had uti* 
dergone funk him beneath his refentment, he 
feorned to take any farther advantage of^^it* thto 
juft to give him fome advice, how to carry on 
the bufmefs of hisofEce with lefs difgrace to him- 
felf, and lefs trouble to thofe concerned with him, 
than he had hitherto done. 

Accordingly, '* How, fir, (faid he) can you 
condefcend to take advice from me ?■ and 
make compliances with a beggarly mob ?" 

*' Dear 
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«* Dear Sir, (interrupted the fteward, alarm' 
c3 at his mentioning things which tended only 
to make matters worfe) do not think of any thing 
that is paft! I anni forry, very forty !-^and beg 
your pardon moft fincerely." 

** you defire me, fir, (replied the gentleman, 
Without deigning to take any netice of his apo- 
logy) to bring about a reconciliation between' 
yon arid thofc gentlemen, on whatever terms I 
think proper. Before any terms are offered, it 
vf\\\ be neceflary to alter fome things at which 
they have taken juft offence. Till this is done, 
it is in vain to attempt a reconciliation ; or even 
ihould a kind of one be patched up for the pre- 
ftht, it is impoffible itfhouldbe fmcere, orlaft- 
iftg ; and then, the fecond difagreement will be 
worfe than the firft. 

*5 Now, fir, if you are willing that I {hould 
point out thefe things with freedom and candour^ 
ahd will promife to alter them, in cafe I (hew 
jdft reafon for it, I fliall moft readily undertake 
t6 rcftor^ harmony between you and them yet ; 
and am not in any doubt, but I (hall be able to 
accomplifh it." 

^* My dear friend, (returned the fteward, over- 
jdycd at thefe words) I fhall hear any thing you 
fsljr with the greateft pleafure, and will punau- 
alfy follow your advice in every particular." 

** I muft inform you then, fir, (faid the gen- 
tlentah) that you fet out upon a wrong principle 
in your behaviour to the tenants of this manor, 
oh your firft coming among them ; and this laid 
the foundation of all the uneafineffes which hav« 
aHfeh between you fince. 

** The chara<9:erifticks of thefe people are 

fride^ hofpitoHiy^ zi\i courage \ all which a natu- 

H 2 ral 
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ral impetuofity of temper makes them apt to car- 
ry into extremes," 

^^ As moft of them are defcended from, or 
allied to the beft families in the whole country, 
and as they enjoy, in appearance at leaft, the 
fame honours and privileges here as the tenants 
of the principal manor do, though they are fenfi- 
ble that they want the eflential part of them, 
which is power, they look upon themfelves as on 
a level with any of their lords tenants, and are 
ready to take fire at the leaft (light which thejr 
apprehend to be offered, either to themfelves or 
their darling privileges. 

^< As to their hufpitalit^. It is acknowledged 
in terms of the higheft refpeA, by all who have 
ever happened to come among them; and thoueh 
they have not equal fortunes with you of me 
principal manor, the cheapnefs of their country, 
or their wanting opportunity to gratify many 
of tho moft expenfive artificial wants, which 
diffipate the wealth of the others, enables them 
to indulge the generofity of their tempers in a 
^manner which very few other people have any 
notion of ; and for their courage, it is too Well 
known all over the country, to require any proof. 

<' Do not think, fir, that I am labouring an 
unmerited panegyric on people, becaufe we hap* 
pen to be of the fame country. I am above fuch 
a vain, weak prejudice, and fpeak my opinion as 
difpaflionately as I fhould on any point of meer 
{peculation. 

" Far from being inclined to flatter them, I 
am fenfible that thefe qualities are too often car-*" 
ried, as I have faid before, into an extream, which 
makes them ceafe to be virtues. Thcir^pridc 
hurries them into violations of the moft amiable 

of the 
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of the focial virtues ; their hofpitality fwells Into 
profufion) and ends in intemperance ; and their 
courage, by being made fubfervient to miftaken 
notions of honour, on every trifling occafion de- 
generates into a favage fiercenefs that is a dif- 
-grace to humanity. 

'.« Now, fir, inftead of paying attention to 
thefc foibles, (to call them no better) and at- 
taching them to you by a proper addrefs, as a 
moment's cool refledtion would have fuggefted, 
by an unlucky miftake you either overlooked them 
quit,e or thought them not worth ihewing any 
regard. . 

** Thus you treated theni with haughtinefs, 
and fhewed an open contempt for their ido- 
lized privileges. You expreflTed a difapproba- 
tion of the hofpitality with which they entertain- 
ed you, and ran into the oppofite extream your- 
ielf to a (hameful degree ; and you affed^ed to in*- 
veigh againft the vicious excels of courage, with 
an indifcriminate afperity that feemed to betray 
a general want of it* 

** Confider a moment, and you will confefe 
that the confequences of this condu<5l could not 
avoid being difagreeable. They returned your 
•haughtinefs with hatred. Your avowed con- 
tempt of their privileges alarmed their apprehen- 
fions of an invafion of them, and poifoped the 
weapons they prepared for their defence ; and 
the leaft fufpicion of want of fpirit finks a man 
into the loweft degree of contempt. 

'* I am fenfible, fir, that it muft be very dif- 
agreeable to you, to hear thefe things. Be af- 
fured it is not lefs fo to me to repeat them ; but 
.before a wound can be healed, it muft be probed 
to the bottom, A falfe tenderne&only prevents 
the cure. ^ H 3 " What 
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*' What I would advife therefore is, that you 
fhould immediately treat the gentlemen of the 
manor with politenefs and refped, and as your 
equals, ^except in the ofiEce which you have the 

honour to fill : that you fhould partake of 

their hofpitality with an appearance of fatisfadli- 
on, and return it with grace and magnificence j 

and that you fhould take all opportunities 

of rewarding true coufage, to (hew that your dif- . 
like is only to the vicious extream. 

*' If you obferve thefe few (hort hints, I will 
engage that you recover the rcfpeft of the tenants; 
and then every thing you defire follows. I fpeak 
tfrom experience. I have known great things 
done, folely by this conduft. This was the fe*- 
cret that won one of your predeceffors the hearts 
of the whole mob, and kept them fo quiet all the 
time of the riots in the next manor, by which 
he gained fuch honour : and no one who has ob- 
ierved this rule has ever failed to do his bufineb 
without trouble ; as it obviates every attempt to 
make him perfonally difliked, the firft ftep to 
embarraffing his meafures. 

♦' Nor is there any difficulty to difcourage the 
attempt. Affability amply rewards itfelf in the 
pleafures of friendly intercourfe, and a proper 
politenefs is the moft certain way of preferving 
rcfpea. 

*« As for hofpitality, it in fome meafure in- 
cludes every fecial virtue, and yields fuch hap- 
pinefs in the exertion, as often over- balances 
prudence, and leads into profufion. 

«* It is inconceivable what extraordinay things 
have been and may be done, by this virtue only. 
It gains the moft folid and extenfive influence. 
No refolution is proof againft the pieafuies of a 

genial 
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genial hour; Among thefe people in particular, 
the very excefs of hofpitality is of more weight 
than every other virtue, and even compenfates 
for the vi^ant of all the reft. Give them but drink 
enoughy and do with them what, yo^t pleafe. They 
can fee no fault in the man who makes them 
drunk ^ they will fee no virtue in him who will 
not. 

*' It vvas this, and this only, that enabled me 
to maintain fuch an abfolute power over them, 
as I did for manv years. My houfe was always^ 
open, ^nd my table flowed with wine j but when 
1 had any point to carry, I broke through all 
founds. I prefled them to drink ; I let them 
an example myfelf i and in the height of their 
fpirits never was refufed any thing I afked, how« 
ever contrary to the diftates of reafon, or intereft. 

** In thefe unguarded moments, the charms 
.of hofpitality are irrefiftible 5 nor will pride per^ 
.mit them to revoke .in a cooler hour what they 
jhave then promifed. The harangues of oratorsy 
the promifes of patriots y make no impreffion, un- 
lefs the head is warmed with wine, to receive 
them with proper force. 

" As for thofe patriots, there is one uner- 
ring way of dealing with them. Treat them with 
complaifance, and an appearance of regard, and 
you take off half their confequence. The mob 
will immediately imagine, that there is a fecret 
underftanding between you and them, and defert 
them with indignation j by which they will be 
obliged to fubmit to your own terms, without 
even the trouble of a formal capitulation. 

** For, to capitulate they always intend, hc 

their profeflions never fo fanguine and high, as 

foon as they bav« &tisfied their pailion for popu- 

H 4 larity 
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fent fcrapc at any rate) I am much obliged to yot? 
for your friendfhip ; and (hail obferve everything 
that you have faid with the greateft care. But, 
in the mean time, if you think it proper, I ihould 
be very glad that you would take fome method 
of letting thofe people know my refolution, and 
fettling matters with them upon fome amicable 
footing ; for I cannot bear to live any longer ia 
this horrid way. As I faid before, I fubmit the 
terms intirely to you, and (hall confirm whatever 
you pleafc to do. 

*' Such an unlimited commtiSon flattered the 
gentleman's vanity, as it proved his confequence 
with both fides. Accordingly he undertook it 
with pleafure, and acquitted himfelf with fuch^ 
^ddrefs, that in a fhort time all parties appeared 
fatisfied, and the fteward had a profpec^ of » 
Kttle peace to enjoy hia grandeur,- after fo muck 
trouble and aiBFright.'^ 
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CHAP. XXIX, 

A famous war-fcene. The modern art of generaU 
Jhip. A new method of reformation^ with the 
lamentable hijiory of a penetential proceffion. 

** He thafs coreuinc^ d againji his will 
" Is of his own opinion JlilV*-^ 

THOUGH tbeftewarcf, to extricate him- 
felf from the difficulties in which he was 
entangled, had affented to every thing the gen- 
tleman propofed, there was fomething fo con- 
trary to his natural difpofition in the fcheme of 
life laid down for him, that he veiy foon grew 
weary of it, and performed his part with fuch 
a bad grace, as in a great meafure deftroyed the 
merit even of what he did. 

While he was plodding on thus, through 
thick and thin, an affair happened that j(hewed 
his charadler in a new ligl}t. 

A gang of outlawed fmugglers had landed in a 
i^mote part of the manor that lay upon the fea- 
iide, to look for fome provifions and other ne- 
ceflaries, of which they were in great want. 

The inhabitants not caring to have any deal^- 
ings with them, hunger forced them to pillage 
two or thr?c cottages near the place of their 
poultry; and to fend a threatening meflage to 
the next village, that if they were not immedi- 
ately iupplied with fome bread and cheefe and a 
^barrelof beer,they wouldgoaod plunder that alfo. 

Such 
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Such a piece of infolence provoked the young, 
fellows of the village fo highly, that they bran- 
difhed their cudgels, and were for marching oS 
direAly to attack them. Bat there happening to 
live two or three warm pedlars* in the place, who 
did not chufe to run the hazard of having their 
•j>acks rumaged by fuch cuftomers,.in.care the 
young fellows (hould be ov^r-madched, they 
prevailed upoa the parifh-officers to comply 
with the demand; and in the mean lime fent 
an account of the affair to the fteward, that he 
might take proper methods for driving thofe fel- 
lows away. 

' Bad news encreafes fafter in its progrefs than 
a fnow-ball. The account, by the time it reach- 
«d the fteward, was exaggerated in the moft for^ 
midable manner. The fmugglers^ who were only 
3 few (habby half-ftarved wretches, were multp* 
plied into an army, provided with every military 
appointment; and th€ courage and conducSfc of 
their captain , raifed to an equality with the 
greateft generals of the age. 

Such a reprefentation was far from being 
agreeable to the fteward. He immediately fum«- 
moned all the principQl gentlemen of themanon, 
to confult what was proper to be done in fuch 
an emergency ; and after hearing all their opi- 
nions, that the affair was of {o little confe- 
quencc', it would be fufEcrent to fend the petty 
conftable with his attendants, he gallantly de- 
clared his refolution to raife the Poffe of the ma^ 
nor, and march againft them himfelf. 

** Gentlemen, (faid he, fetting the button of 
his hat before, and looking fiercely) I know 
more of this matter than you imagine, perhaps. 
I have been a ferjeant of inilitia.far fome year , 

and. 
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and know how to give the word of command. 
Prefent pur firelock! — To the right about ! — Shoul- 
der your mtifket ! — Fire! — Aye! aye! Let me 
alone, I know what to do, I will teach them 
^hat it is to have a foldier to deal with. 

Accordingly he gave orders to have the Pojfe^ 
raifed diredlly ; and as he knew that fighting w^ 
only one part of the duty of a commander, he 
refolved to fhew the extent of his abilities, by 
making proper preparations for his important 
. expedition. 

, 7^e buflFe and hurry on fuch an occafipn 
.l^ept up his fpirits for that day pretty well-i, but 
.lipon confulting his pillow, he found that of aU 
thcLoccupations of ambition, war was leaft agree- 
able to his conftitution. He confidered, that be 
the enemy never fo few> a fingle (hot would do 
his bufinefsi that his own piltol might burft, 
. ©r his men fire aukwardly, or in fhort a thou- 
fand accidents happen which he had np dcfire to 
be in the way of. 

Nor was his refolution raifed any higher by 

the advices he received the next morning; and 

wJiich were continually coming in one upon the 

. heels of another,, each ftiU more terrible than 

the laft. 

In this diftrefs he bethought himfelf, that as 
it was impoflible for him 19 draw back now, . 
without expofing himfelf to contempt for ever, . 
his pnly refource was to wafte time in making 
preparations, till the fmugglers, either terrified 
. at the report, or content with their booty, (hould 
think proper to gooff* 

Accordingly . he fet all" handj to work to put 
the old guns, piftols', fwords, and bayonets,, 
tb^ were flugk up as trophies, in the manor- 

ball^ 
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hall, in order ; and particularly to fcour a rujly 
fuit of armour that had hung there for ages, 
which he deitgned to wear himfelf, for fear of 
accidents, xronfidering ^lyxitnily xi^?Xtbe fafety of 
an amy often dtpendi upon that if their leader. 

While all this was doing no body feemed fo 
bufy as he, running here and there, urging the 
workmen to make hafte, and giving them new 
orders every moment which countermanded the 
hft. 

But all thefe great preparations might have 
been fpared; for the fmugglers had been fo 
roughly handled by fomc of the countiy-fel- 
lows, whom they had attempted to rob or their 
butter and eggs ; and who, if they had any arms, 
* would have kt but few of them go home to 
tell the ftory, that feeing the reft of the neigh* 
bourhood preparing to attack them, they pru- 
dently took to their boat, and made oft while 
they could. 

For the people not having military fkill enough 
to fee the neceiEty for fuch great preparations, 
againft a few poor defpicable wretches, had re - 
folved not to wait for the fteward's arrival, but 
to drive them away themfelves. 

It is eafy to conceive his joy at this account, 
the merit of which he modeftly took entirely to 
himfelf, writing the lord of the manor word, 
that frighted at the fame of his preparations^ they 
had run away^ without daring to await his ap^ 
froach. 

The airs he gave himfelf on this occafion 
are impoffible to be defcribed with proper force. 
He borrowed a book of military difcipline from 
an old foldier in the ndghbourhoed^ and get- 
ting fome of the terms by heart, talkccT of 

AO* 
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nothing but armies, and battles^ and marches, and 
fieges^ fliewing how he would have attacked then» 
if they ftaid ; how he would have cut off their 
retreat ; befieged their entrenchments ; in fhprt,. 
done every thing that ever had been done by the 
greateft general on the greatefi occafion. 

The very appearance of a militery paffion,. 
though thus in burlefque, began to reconcile the 
mob to him ; efpecrally as they had not an op- 
portunity of feeing into the ridicule of it. But 
an accident foon happened that effectually turn^ 
cd his heart againft them for ever, and made him. 
refolve to get from among fuch a turbulent crew, 
as foon as he couM. 

As he was bufied one Sunday afternoon iii his- 
ufual employment, of repeating his oft-repeated 
Jeffon in military matters, to fome company who» 
had dined with him^ his wife enters in a violent 
hurry and diforder, with a piece of paper in her 
hana, and reaching it to him, *' There (faid fhe-)' 
jaead that, and fee what we ^re to do ! it is a 
fine thing truly, to live in a place where the mob 
is to direft their matters.. For my part, let mc 
but get fafe home once more, and I will give 
them leave to treat me as they pleafe, if ever they 
catch me here again." 

The fteward, on looking into the paper, found 
k to be a kicd of a letter, direSed to his wife, 
and figned The Mob' if the Manor y to let her 
know that, *' underfianding fhe had made an 
appointment to play at cards that evening, at one' 
©f her neighbours, they took the liberty to in- 
form her, they would do themfelves the honour 
to be of her party.". 

The infolence of fuch a meflage furprized aH 

p^efent s> eipecially the gentleman who had made 

.. up 
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lip matters between the mob and the fteward be- 
fore, and happened to be one of the company) 
** What can this mean, madam.? (faid he^ 
thinking that his former mediation gave, him a 
light to interfere) I hope there was no founda« 
tion for fuch a report." 

*' What reportj.fir? (anfwered (he) I do not 
underftand you." 

'' Why, madam, (replied he) the fcandalous 
ceport of your defigning to play at cards this 
evening." 

^^ I do not know what you call a fcandalous 
report (returned fhe, with a look of difdain) my 
neighbour, Mrs. To/spoty came yefterday to tell 
me that fhe had got a keg of choice old rum, 
and as (he knows 1 am very fond of a glafs of 
good punch, invited my hufband and me, to 
meet half a dozen other neighbours at her houfe 
to play a.g.ame at cards, and fpendthe evening* 
This is all I know of the matter." 

*^ And really, madam, (faid the gentleman) 
this is a great deal more than I am glad to hear;, 
as I was in hopes I had convinced Mr. Steward 
of the impropriety of this before." 

** Well, my dear, (faid (he, turning to her 
hufband, without deigning to make any reply to 
the gentleman j what do you defign to do i it is 
almpft time. Will you go ? 

'' Not I indeed (anfwered he, (hrugging up 
his fhoulders) I have no defire. tomeet fuch 
company, I affure you." 

" And fo we mall mifs our fhare of the 
punch (returned fhe, whifpering him) this is 
hard ! very hard I and after I have fet.my mind 
ugoa it fO) toou" 

" I caiiT^ 
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•* I cannot help it, (replied he) I will not run 
the hazard.". 

*' Then get rH of thefe people as foon as you 
can (whifpered (he again, after a little paufe) I 
have a thought in my head that will do as well 
as going." And then fpeaking aloud, *' Well, 
my dear, I fubmtt to you ; but as we do not go 
there, I think it would not be amifs if we went 
to church, the bell rings/' 

*' And pray, madam, (added the gentleman) 
give me leave to advife you not only to deny 

Jour having had ajiy fuch appointment upon your 
ands, if the affair ihould take wind ; but alfo 
-never to attempt a' thing of the kind again while 
' you are here ; for I can tell you, this new cor- 
rcfpondent of your's, the mob of this manor, is 
•particularly whimfical fometimes, and may un- 
luckily do fomethingthat would make you cut a 
-Very ridiculous figure-" 

' To this, the gentlewoman did not think it 
iworth her while to make any anfwer, butturn^ 
'>ing up her nofe with an air of contempt, went 
out of the room. 

As foon as'ihe was gone, the gentleman be- 
gan to read the fteward a lecture on his breach 
^ofpromife, to which I 'gave4f6 more heed than 
himfelf, my intention being diverted to a. more 
.entertaining objeft, 

/ *'.You heard the gentleman fay (faid my 
'guide) that the mob of this manor is fometimes 
whimfical : look yonder, and you will fee a proof 
of it." 

On his faying, this, I turned my eye to the 
next ftreet,. where I faw half a dozen .fhabby 
fellows following a gentlewoman's chair care**^ 
kdy, and as if they were ftrolling without an^ 

parti-N 
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particular defign, till it flopped at the door of 
an houfe which I found to be Mrs. To/p»t\ 
when in an inftant two or three hundred of 
them ruihed out of the bye^lanes, and alleys, 
where they had been lurking for the purpofe, 
and furrounding the chair juft as the chair- 
men were going to carry it into the houfe, one 
of them ftopped it^ and lifting up the head, de- 
fired the gentlewoman very civilly to walk out. 

^< What is the matter ? (faid.me, with an air 
of authority, as if fhe thought to intimidate 
them) what do the fellows mean ?" 

^* Oaly to give you a little good advice, ma^r 
dam (anfwered he that fpoke before.) And there- 
fore I hope you will pleafe to come out of your 
chair quietly, and not oblige us to be fo rude s» 
to pull you out ! never fear, madam ! we do 
notxlefign to do you any hurt." 

As it might be dangerous to difobey fo abfi»- 
Jute an authority, the gentlewoman complied 
-^re£l:y, amazed and terrified as fhe was; and 
ftandingin the midilof them, the fame fellow 
who appeared to be the orator oi the mob, pro- 
ceeded : ^^ We underftand, madam, (faid . he, 
making her a low bow, and holding his hat in 
ihis hand, which C'le had very politely pulled off*, 
when he firft fpoke to her) .that you are com- 
ing here to fpend the evening at cards : now, 
as we know that to be a very pro^e, wicked, 
and pernicious cuflom, and what has brought 
many, an one of our companions to the gal- 
lows, we think it our duty not only to prevent 
you this time ; but alfo to take care that yoa 
fliall .never be guilty of the Jike again. We 
therefore humbly infift^ that you give us your 
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$aih here, in the fight of all thefe good people, 
that, from this blefTed moment, you will never 
play at cards, dice, or any other game, on the 
Sabbath-day^ while you live. Here is the book ; 
obferve, it is the Bible ! You muft fwear with* 
out any equivocation, or mental refervatiou 
whatfoever. Come ! it is for the good of you|^ 
foul."' 

The gentlewoman was by this time fo terrir 
fiecj, that fhe would have fworn to io^poffibilir 
ties, to get out of fuch hsuids. She therefore 
obeyed them without hefitation : jupon whic^ 
the whole mob gave three huzzas, that made 
the ftreet ring ; and then the orator, addreffing 
himfelf to her again, " We. are glad, madam, 
(faid he) that you complied fo readily with our 
jrequeft, as we (hoqld have been very forry to 
ufe any violence ; and we hope your example 
will be followed by the reft of your party, for 
.we defign to make a general rerormation ; but, 
firft, we will dbourfelves the honour to fee you 
/afe home, as you can have no bufineis in that 
houfe now." 

With thefe words the whole mob b^an ta 
:move ; and the gentlewoman judging rightlys 
that it would be in vain to 'make any words with 
them, was obliged to turn abput, walk home 
.with them, and liften with an appearance of atr 
tention to the pious exhortations of the orator, 
who walked clofe by her fide all the way, with 
his hat under his arm, and handed her every now 
and then over the kennel, with s^smany fantaftic 
airs as a firft-rate fop. 

It is impoffible to conceive a droller figure 
than: (he made on this occafion, walking fo far 
through the dirty ftreets (for tbey took care to 

)ead 
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lead her the longeft way about) in the midft of 
fuch a (habby crew, in all the frippery fullnefs 
of drefs-, powdered, frizzed, and furbelowed to 
the very tip of the mode; and confequently with- 
out any thing on her head to hide her ihame, 
and fave her from the rain, which fell plentifully 
all the time. 

As foon as the proceffion arrived at her door, 
the orator made her another fpeech ; and then 
the mob, giving her three cheers more, left her 
to her meditations, and retired to'iini(h their 
pious work. 

But they were too late now; the birds were 
flown. For, as theyit/^^zr/w^partof the fcenehad 
paffed under Mrs. To/spot's window, flie, and 
fuch of her company as were come, had a full 
View of it, and none of them being pioufly enough 
inclined to perform fuch a penitential ceremony, 
as foon as ever the mob moved off with the 
gentlewoman, they all flipped out at the back- 
door, and made the beft of their way home ; and 
Mrs. To/spot herfelf, juft then receiving a card 
from the fteward's wife, to let her know, *^ that 
** fhe had been taken (o very ill of the cholick^ that 
** fee could not poffibly wait upon her that 
** evening, but feould be glad of a glafs of her 
•* rum, as fee imagined it might do her good,'* 
took a couple of bottles in her lap, and hurried 
away to her, to tell her the news, and congra- 
tulate her on having efcaped fuch a ridiculous 
difgrace as had befallen their friend, at the cir- 
cumftances of which they had many an hearty 
laugh over their punch. 

" You fee, (refumed my guide) the vulgar 
fometimes Jee rigbty though their method of pro- 
ceeding is rather irregular. But this example, 

no- 
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notorious and firiking as it is, will have no ef<- 
fed. The pradice againft which it was levelled 
k become a fafhion, and, like every other fafhion,- 
mufl: have its run, till fomething elfe, perhaps 
equally improper, fup'ercedes it.*' 

From that day the fie ward never enjoyed a 
moment's happinefs, being continually appre- 
henfive of fome fuch infult from the mob, as he 
could not refolve to defift from the pradtices 
which gave them offence ; accordingly, when the 
time of his departure arrived foon after, he hug- 
ged himfelf on his efcape, and laid down his 
grandeur with ten times greater pleafure than he 
had felt on taking pofTeflion of it j ^nd in re- 
turn for the uneafinefs he had drawn upon him- 
felf, carried away an heart envenomed with the 
mofl rancorous hatred againfl the whole manort 
the efFeds of which he relbl ved never to mifs jany 
opportunity of making them feeL 



The End of the First Book. 



( i66 ) 

><)<XXX)CX0O<XXXXXXX>O<XX 

BOOK IL 

CHAP. I. 

Tl)e happinefs of having more money than a man 
knows what to do with. The extenjive know-' 
ledge cf the lovers of Virtue, accounted for ^ 
Poets not judges of painting* 

BEFORE I had time to make any re- 
fledlions on the ridiculous inconfiftency 
in the conduft and chara&ers of all the 
aftors in this laft fcene, a perfon catfghl my eye, 
who feemed to promife more pleafing enter- 
tainment than I had hitherto met with. He 
was juft entering into the prime of life, and ap- 
peared to be in pofleffion of every advantage that 
could enhance the enjoyment of that feafon of 
delight. 

So bright a profpe<9: filled my heart with joy. 
** At length, O gracious fpirit ! (exclaimed I 
ii^ an extiiry} at length I have found a man 
Whofe life affords another view befide wretcherf- 
nefs and folly, and reconciles me to humanity. 
Let us obferve him for a moment, and (hare in 
a blifs that feems to be fo pure." 

•' The joy you exprefs (anfwered my guide) 
is the genume emanation of exalted virtue, 
which, raifing above the malignity of envy, finds 
its own happinefs in that of others. I (ball 

there- 
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therefore comply with your rcqucft with plea- 
fure, and leave you to form your own judgment 
on (o interefting a fubjed." 

Proud of this perrftiffion, I direSly fixed my 
attention on the objedl of it. 

Though the day appeafred to be far advanced, 
he was juft out of btdj and fitting at breakfaft, 
in aU the luxury arid ftate of royalty. When 
he had fwalfowed a dife or two of tea, with evi- 
dent difrelifh, " What fhall I do with myfelf 
to day ? (faid he to himfelf, rubbing his head, 
and ftretchingin liftlefs laiEtude) I am quite ficlc 
of this infipidkirid of life, ftrll plodding, plod- 
^ng on, in the fame dull, taftetefs round, with* 
out any variety, any ' thing to expert, or even 

"wifh for. It is not to be borne."- — 

- Then mufmg for fome moments, *^ What 
muft they do whofe ftinted fortunes deny them 
the gratincation even of the few defires they have, 
whien the higheft affliiencceciahnot procure me 
atty fatisfaftion ? — and yet, th«y evidently enjoy 
ah h^i^fiinefs which I ' atn a ftrahger to. There 
is fomethingin this,^more than I can compre- 
hend. I' will thinkof it fomfe other time.'* 

Tur/iing then to his man, *' What day of 
the week is this, Thomas.*' 

*' Sunday, my Lord," 

** Sunday ! Order the horfcs. Iwill take a 
ride^thffe fine' morning.— And what fhall I do 
with myfelf the reft of the day f-^-Let mt con^ 
fider ! Did hot I promife todine Wittf her Grace, 
and g<> with her to' Mrs'. Squeakum's concert j^Wi 
afterwards to' lady Mfi^fi\ rotit^ aiki then rt- 
tarh and fpend- the evening with the Dulcie^!--- • 
Pfha^ I am futfeited with muficki the very 

thought 
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thought of it makes my hcadakc. — And forroutt- 
they are flill worfe. I'o be fqueezed and crowd- 
ed among a parcel of people.ofall forts and con« 
ditions, who come together mecrly to make ma- 
licious remarks, and pick each other's podcets t 
It is intolerable,— I am tired, quite tired of 
them all; of myfelf, and every thing in the world. 
•—-—That is right. Now I think of picking of 
pockets, let me fee how I came ofFlaft nighty at 
the club!" 

Then pulling a card out of his pocket, " Aye ! 
here it is. What a black lift ! Lord Pat/mvell 

1000 his Grace 500 Sir John 200—^— 

Mr. Shuffier 1500 Capt. Gamble 2000 

befide all the money I had about me. Death 1 
This is too much. There muft be fome manage- 
ment in it, that I fhould always lofe ! I pofitive- 
ly will not go among them any more.'* 

He was interrupted in thefe agreeable medi- 
tations by the entrance of a fervant. " My lord, 
(faid he) the groom has fent an exprefs, to know, 
if your lordfliip has made any bets on your new 
horfe, and what particular direSions you pleafe 
to give about his runnipg to-morrow, if your, 
lordfliip does not defign to fee him ftart yourfelf ; 
and to let your lordfliip know, that the mare, 
which he told your lordfliip he was under fome 
^prehenfions of, is to be fold; fo that if your 
lordfliip pleafes to buy her, you may be fure of 
the horfe's winning." 

To-morrow! Aye. Send him word, that. 
I will be there. And do you hear ! ord^r the 
poft-jcoacb, andjfend to Mr. Shuffler^ Capt. Gam-' 
bU^ and Sir John^ and let them know I go di- 

ye^y. 
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reStly^ and (hall be glad of their company. And 
tell Rackum I want him. — I have never fcen 
that horfe run yet, though he coft me fo high 
a price : and this is the laft king's plate of this 
year. I muA not mifs feeing him now, by any 
toeans." 

*' My lord, (contmued the fervant) here is 
a ineffcnger from his Grace's gentleman -of the 
horfe, to acquaint your lordthip that the fale of 
the ftud is fixed for p-morrow, and cannot be 
put off as was intended. He fays, they are all 
to go without referve." 

*' All, does he fay f then I muft be there. 
There are feveral tip top things among them, 
■which I would not mifs of on any account. 
You need not order the coach ; and fend the 
groom word, that he may do as he fees proper 
aboat the mare. 1 can't be there myfelf." 

** My lord, (faid another fervant, who en* 
tered juft then) Mr. Connoiffeur is below; he 
iays, your lordfliip ordered him to fend up hif 
itame. And Mr. Stanza — - 1 would have de- 
jiied him, but he fays he has bufmefs of inK» 
portance." 

** Aye ! of importance to him, I doubt not. 
—Let them come up. As I have nothing elfe 
to do, their nonfenfe may divert me," — Then 
.ftretching again, and giving a long yawn, he 
arofe from the table, which was diredHy re- 
moved, and walked a turn or two about the 
room. 

As foon as the gentlemen entered, " Your 
fervant, Mr. Connoijfeur ! (faid his lordfliip) 
Mr. Stanzoy what news from Parnajfus ? With 
what new infpiration have the Mufes indulged 
their votary V* 

Vol. I, I "My 
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<< My lord, (returned the former, with a 
0iyfterious air, before the poet had time to fcan 
liis fyllables for a reply) when you can ^are 
tne a moment's private audience, I have Tome- 
thing to communicate to your lordfliip, that 
you will find worthy of your attention." 
^ << Mr. Stanza J (faid his lordfhip) if you'll 
take that new play that lies in the window, and 
look it over in the next room, I fhall be glad to 
hear your opinion of it." 

The poet made a bow of aflent, and taking 
up the book with a contemptuous fmile, retired, 
not a little offended at his being obliged to give 
place to a mechanic. 

" Well, Mx.ComoiJfeur! and what is this 
important fecret ? " 

<< My lord, it is an important fecret, I aflfure 
you. Your lordfhip may remember I have told 
you that a gentleman of judgment, who had 
fpent feveral years in vifiting the cabinets of the 
curious in every part of Europe^ out of which he 
had found means, at a very great expence, to 
procure many of the moft admired pieces, was 
daily expected home with his valuable collection. 
Now, my lord, this gentleman is juft arrived 5 
and as 1 have had a conftant correfpondence 
with him all the time he has,, been abroad, 
for it was chiefly by me he waadireSed in the 
choice of what he bought — " How! were 
you abroad too along with him ? I did not 
know that." 

" No, no, my lord! I was not with 
hia\; but that did not prevent my being 
able to diredl him. For your lordfliip muft 
know, that there is a regular correfpon- 
dence eftabliihed between all (he lovers of 

virtu 
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virtu in Europe, by which means we are as in* 
timately acquainted with every thing in each 
other's country as in our own ; fo that I couM 
give him my opinion what was proper for him 
to purchafe in every place where he went, aa 
weH as if I was upon die- (pot with him.— — 
As I was faying. This gentleman no foonex 
landed, than he Tent me immediate notice, up* 
on which I went diredtiy to him ; and as I am 
well acquainted with }rour lordfbip's fine tafte, 
I have by much entreaty prevailed upon him to 
let you have fevetal of the moil capital pieces 
in his coIle<5Hon, before he exhibits them to 
the public for fale 5 for which purpofe your lord- 
(hip may have a fight of them privately to-mor- 
Tow, if you pleafe, when I will wait upon you^ 
to point out the proper ones to complete your 
noble coUedion, and prevent your being im- 
pofed upon in the price; not that any price caq 
tn reality be too high for fuch mafter*pieces of 
art." 

'* To-morrow, do you fay ? Can it not be 
put ofF for a day or two I I am engaged to-» 
morrow." 

«« My lord, that is impoifible. All the Fit-' 
tudji in England will know of his arrival in 
twenty-four hours, and then it will be out of 
his power to oblige your lordfhip ; and you will 
lo(e an opportunity never to be retrieved." 

** Well then, I think I will go. Here, Thomas^ 
bid IVilUam go to his Grace's to-morrow, and 
buy whatever he likes ; I cannot go myfelf." 

'* I hope your lordfhip approved of the bar- 
gains I made for you at the laf): fale ; (conti- 
nued Cannot ffiur) fome of the landfcapesxame 
high I but they are very fine^ very fine indeed, 
I 2 and 
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and will make a noble appearance in your lord- 
ftip's gallery. Are the put up yet, my lord ?" 

'' Eh ! £gad, I never once thought of them. 
Do you know any thing of thofe piaures, 7%a« 
masf 

«* My lord, the upholfterer nailed them up on 
thcgarret-ftair-cafe; he faid, they were not fit 
for the gallery by any means." 

<^ He is an ignorant puppy, and deferves to be 
turned ofFfor prefuming to difobey my direc- 
tions. How fhould he know any tning of 
paintings ! — -My^ lord,— — your lordfhip may 
dcpend'on my judgment. They are capital 
pieces. The garret*ftair-cafe ! ignorant, im- 
pudent blockhead ! " 

« Hah! hah I hah! This is exalting into 
degradation, I think. But 1 will look ait them 
myfelf when I am at leifure, and fee that juftice 
is done them." 

<< At what hour {ball I call upon your lord- 
fhip in the morning ? " 

" About twelve. Suppofe we t2kt Stanza 
with us. A poet fhould be a judge of painting. 
Call him in. 

^' A ]udge of painting ! hah ! hah f hah ! a 
moft excellent one, truly ! How fhould fuch 
low-lived creatures have judgment in things 
they have not even an opportunity of feeing ? 
They never travel to improve their tafle, and 
enrich their minds by fludying the excellencies 
of the foreign fchools. They have no notion of 
any thing l^yond an Englifh daub. I mufl b^ 
your lordfhip not to take notice of this affair 
to any one, as it would entirely ruin the fale of 
^e whole coUedion -, and efpecially to fuch a 

feUow 
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jfeBowas that, whofe vanity at fuch an unde- 
Itrved honour would make him blab it diredly* 
A poet never kept a fecret yet. Their very pro- 
fdffion is to prate. I beg your lordfhip will not 
mention a fyllable of it to him.'' 

Saying this, the lover of virtu took his leave ; 
and meeting Mr. Stanza^ as he was coming in,, 
they faluted each other in the moft polite and 
friendly manner. 
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CHAP. 11. 



Succtfs no proof of merit . The impropriity of ie^ 
ing pleafed againft rule, -A curious account 
of the great advantages of the ancient dr/nna. 

rainier snot judges of poetry . — -^ capital 

dife£i in the defigns of two famous arcbiie^s^ 
with the wonderful effeSt of a bow window. 

« "f T rELL, Mr. Stanza^ (faid his lordOiip) 
VV "^^^^ *s your bpinion of that play ? 
do not you think it has a great deal of merit ? " 

^^ My lord, (ahfwered the poet with a fmile) 
I fhould be very cautious of differing in opinion 
with one of your lordfhip's judgment and tafte^ 
but I imagine you cannot be ferious in your ap- 
probation of this this— —this play, if you 
pleafe to call it ib ; for, indeed, it flight as juft- 
ly be called any thing elfe." 

** How, fir ! and do not you approve of it ? 
I fhould be glad to hear your reafons for dif- 
liking a piece diat has had fuch uncommon 
fucceli," 

I 3 « Sue- 
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** Saccefs, my lard ! S ttcccfs at prekni^ 
is a very poor proof of taerit- The tafte 6F 
thefe times is too low and grois for works of 
true excellence. As to this, it ts a mert farrago 
of imperfedious and faults. It is defe^ive in 
the three great unities, and wants the moral 
majefty of a chorus to giire it dignity and im* 
portance.** 
. ** I do not know what it wants; but this I 
am fure of, that it afFefis my paffions ftrongly, 
and gives me pleafure which £ am iiot able to 
defcribe ; and where tWs is done, I do not fee 
any neceffity for thefe unities, or any thing elfe. 
Ihatisallldefire." 

** I am forry to hear it, my lord ; very forry 
td hear that you fliould have fubmitted your 
't>wn better judgment to a corrupted tafte, ib far 
as to be pleaded againft rule. If your lord&ip 
will do me the honour to perufe this play, which 
1 have written exaAly on the phin of the ancients, 
airid made bcJd to dedicate to your lordflbip's pa- 
trpD3ge, you will foon fee the ipiprppri^ty of 
being pleafed by thefe modem ixionfters, and the 
advantage of adhering to thofe rules which you 
feem to make fo light of. 

The unities fave the poet the fiatigue of in- 
venting, and the reader of attending to unibre* 
Teen incidents and fijrprizes ; and for the cho- 
rus ! it is the beft fuccedamum that ever was 
thought of to fupply the place of imagination ; 
for^ when the writer, at any time, can fay no 
jnore in the charafiers of the drama, what is 
cafier than to make the chorus throw in a^ftring 
of moral fehtiments, which can be pidced out 
of any book ? ^nd fo the whole goes on without 
trouble. I have thus explained to your lord^ip 

the 
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the nbccffity of obferving the laws of the drama, 
which you will farther find illuftrated in this 
piece." 

<* I am forry Cmnoijfeur is gone ; he would 
have been a proper perfon to decide this matter. 
Poetry and painting are fifler arts.'' 

*' Some people, my lord, have thought pro- 
per to call them fo ; but with what juftice any 
one who confiders the difierence between fenfe 
and imagination can judge. Every poet, indeed, 
is mod certainly a painter; that is, his defcrip- 
tions ftrike the imagination as ftrongly as if the 
objeSs were acftually prefent to the fenfes. But 
no painter, I believe, can claim an equ^l {hare 
of the poet's praife, as the' utmoft excellence of 
his art is confined to one narrow fcene, and dif«- 
played on materials not only fubje£t to accident, 
.but alfo necefiary to decay ; whereas the labours 
of the poet laugh at time, and look up to eter- 
nity, and are capable of being multiplied in fuch 
a manner as to be enjoyed by millions in the 
fame moment. Where do the works di ApelUs^ 
and idl the famous painters of antiquity; live 
now, but in the poet's lays ? They confer that 
immortality which makes the others fo proud ; 
though, puffed up by prefent praife, they pre- 
tend to put themfelves on a level with their be- 
nefadors. In a word, my lord, as much, indeed 
ten thoufand times as much, as the eye can fee 
ferther than the hand can reach, is poetry above 
painting.'* 

Juft as the poet had concluded this laboured 
panegyrick upon his art, a fervant informed 
his lordfhip that Mr. Architrave waited below^ 
<^ Bid him come up, (faid his lordihip, and then 
turning to Stanza) You aiTert the honour of 
1 4 the 
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the Mufes with fuch fpirit, that you defcrvt to 
be their peculiar favourite.'* 

" Your lordihip is pleafed to compliment* 
Will your lordihip give mt leave to lay this 
bumble imttation of the ancients at your feet^ 
Your patronizing it wilt be no dimonour to 
your tafte, in the opinion of the learned. If your 
lordfliip will pfeafe to look at it .** 

**' Some other time, when I am at leifurc ; at 
prefent I am engaged." 

" My lord ! the dedication only;— it will not 
take up a moment, if you will give me leave.** 

** Sir, I am really engaged -, but any other 

time ." 

The poet faw it was in varn to prefs any farther, 
and was going away with a look of the higheft 
difappointment and dejefHcn ; which his lord- 
fliip obferving, *' Stay, Mr. Stanzaj (faid he) 
though 1 cannot read your dedication at this 
time, it is but juil that I fliould make the mufe 
feme return for her compliment. A few pieces 
perhaps may not be unacceptable.'*—-^ 

** My lord, (anfwered the poet in evident 
tranfporr) your lord(hip*s moft noble munifi- 
cence merits all the mufe can do s nor (hall her 
grateful voice be filent.*' 

With thefe words he made bis lordfclp a moft 
i-efpedful obeifance, and retired with an happjr 
J>eart. 

Before he could make any refleflrons on the 
/iiddcn change which the money fo manifeftlir 
made in the poet's looks, a perfoii entered witn 
a roll of papers under his arm. Mr. Architrave<^ 
(faid his lordihip) where have you been this age? 
I thought ycu were dead." 
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<< My lord, (anfwered the other, unfolding 
bis roll) I have been employed in obeying your 
lord(hip's commands, which it was impoffible 
to iiniih fooner. Here is the plan you ordered 
me to draw ; which, if properly executed, will 
do credit not only to. your lordihip's tafte and 
magnificence, but alfo be an honour to your 
country, where the true beauties of architedure 
have hitherto been moft unhappily negle6):ed. 
We have never had any eminent mafters in that 
moft noble art among us here. Never one." 

*' How, fir! Never any eminent architefis 
in England f I have heard Jones and IVren 
fpoken of in a very different manner in Rome." 

** Jones and H^ren^ my lord, were well enough 
for their time, and in fome things; but their 
tafte is quite exploded now. Why, my lord, 
there is not one tow- window in all tneir defigns» 
Do but look over this plan, and confider the 
^various beauties in all its parts ; they will give . 
you a proper notion of Jones and 0ren, No I 
no ! they are not the thing ! Jones and fPren 
would not do now- a-days. You fee, my lord, 
the boldneis of this defign. It is quite new» 
I fcorn to borrow from any one. To the fun- 
plicity of the ancient ftyle I have added the or- 
naments of the modern, and fo blended , the bet^ 
ter parts of both. Obferve the uniformity, and 
yet the variety in this noble front; the ftrength 
and beauty of the compofition ; and then the 
bow-window at the ena 1 No building can be 
complete without a bow-window. Does not 
your lordfhip think it has a very fine effe&J* 

'* I think it has a very reverend effe£l: if 

jou will> (anfwered his lordfhip, who had beenr 

I 5 hum- 
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humming a tune, and never caft his eyes upon 
the paper till that monneQt) and makes the hoyfe 
look juft Hke a diurch. And iffhzt wiH the exe- 
cution of this plan come to ?^ 

** My lord, I havse not yet made ^ eftnna^r 
but I know it wHl be nothing to your Ibrdlbip^s^ 
fortune. Not above thnty or topty thotrfim^ 
pounds, or fome fuch matter. But will not your 
lordihtp pleafe to examine it » little f i am con*- 
fident you will Hkp it^ it is exadly m ^ pre«» 
fent tafte, in every part.." 

^ I do not doubt it, fir. The nobleman who 
recommended you to me afiVired me of your abi- 
lities ; and I can depend upqn hk judgments 
At prefent I am not at kifure*** 

^^ Your lordfliip has had a proof of my abilr* 
ties ; that magnificent houfe wMch I have buiti 
for you.'*" 

*^ Very true ! I had quite foi^got that. Not 
indeed that I can form any opinion from diat 
Jioufe^ as I have never yet had time to fee it 
fince it was finiihed.'* 

The fleward, whom bis lordfliip had fent fer^ 
coming; in juft then, ^^ Ra^um^ (continued bef 
Mr. Architrave will give you an eftimate i3f the 
expence of a new houfe which I defigntobuilf 
yonder on the green ; and do yo« fet the peo- 
ple about it as fobn as you can.** 

The jfteward made a bow ; and ArAifrtm^ 
imagining hi$ lordibip mi^t be upon buiinef8>> 
took hi« icrsve^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 

No bag Without a bottom. The advantage ofhep^ 
ing a good nfolntion^ an tuetiing fpent m tajie \ 
and a jaunt to Bath, l^e misfortune of want" 
ingfomething to wijhfor ; with fame uncommon 
refle^ioni in praife of what no one dejires to 
pofTefs. 



<« IV/T^ ^^^^^ C^^ *^ ftcward) I was told 

XVL your lordfbip wanted me.*' 

** Aye !— But I have forgot for what, — ^Yes ! 

here, tdce this card, and let me have draughts 

Id dlfcharge the feveral Aims marked upon it; 

' and as much more for my own ufe." 

^* My lord, I moft humbly beg your lord- 
• fhip's pardon for the liberty I am going, to take. 
It is impoffible for any fortune to Aipport the ex« 
pence at which vour lordfhip lives at prefent ; 
abfolutely impoffiolel All the money which was 
faved during your lordihip's minoHty is gone ; 
and though your income is fo very great, I muft 
beg leave to tell you money does not come in fafL 
enough to defray the ordinary expences of your 
immenfe houihold, without die addition of thefe 
^ other demands. I really do not think there is fo 
much as this in your banker's hands ; and if 
vour lordfhip draws it out thus, I ihall be at a 
lofs to find a fupply for your neceflary occafions/' 
*^ Not money enough !■■ ■ T hat is impof- 
fible s abfolutely impoffible I I h^ive never fpent 

half 
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half that money. Do not tell me any Aich 
thing." 

' " My lord, here is the account* t do intft 
Jcfire to have my word taken for it. I have 
vouchers for every fhilling. 1 only wi(h that too 
many of them were not of diis kind. Will 
your lordihip pleafe to look at them ?" 

" No, I cannot at prefent ; I am not at 1«- 
fure. Some other time, perhaps, I may. Let 
me have this money diredUy ; and if matters 
really are as you fay, you muft coafider of fomc 
method of putting them on a ])etter footing ; 
for I fliall leave it all to you." 

** Your lordfhip mentioned fomething about 
building an houfe before that gentleman i Tpre- 
funie you were not ferious !" 

** Serious ! — Yes.. I defignto have it begun 
direaiy." 

*' My lord,- I am afraid* I take toe great li- 
berty ; but i cannot help it. I have long wanted 
an opportunity of fpeaking to your lordihip, but 
you were never at leisure.. The other houfe that 
your lordihip begun fo long ago has been at a 
iland for a confiderable time for want of money 
to carry it on ; and to begin another now, would 
Jook hke niadnefs. I beg your lordihip^s par<^ 
don ; but I think it my duty to inform you of 
thefe thi«gs»^" 

" Well! well ! I wHl think on them fome 
ether time.. Make hafte with that money agalnft 
I am drefled ; it is time for me to go out.'' 

His lordfliip then, as great hsdle as he was 

in^ found leifure to r^iign his perfon into the 

hands of his valet de chambre for an hour ; aad 

'^/r John and the Captain calling upon him juft 

as the important bufmefs of dreffing wa$ endod, 

h« 
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h^ paid them their demands ; and forgetting all 
his refolutions to the contrary, as well as his en^ 
gagements elfewhere, went direfily with them ta 
the club* 

The manner in which he fpent the reft of 
the evening and the night there, wheie luxury 
had exhauiied all her invention to provoke fated 
appetite, and force nature into the groileft e»^ 
cefTes, is beyond defcription. I ihall only fay, 
that his ufual luck attended him, and he loft all 
bis money to the fame fet ; his vexation at which^ 
aggravated the eiFe£^s of his debauch, and made 
him a little fickiik when be awoke next after- 
noon. 

The firft thought that came into hi& head as 
foon as he got up, was to ga to a celebrated wa- 
ter-drinking place; at a confiderable diftance, 
where the fick and idle refoi»t with equal ea- 
gernefs for health and pleafflre. 

. Accordingly, he fent for a particular gentle- 
man whofe company he was fond of, and fet off 
directly, attended By a retinue equal to that of a 
fovereign prince, without ever- thinking of his 
other appointments. 

On his arrival there, he plunged at once ink> 
all the faftiionaUe follies of the place ; but he 
had ran through them fo often before, that they 
had loft the charms of noveltVf and could aiFord 
kim no pleafure. He therefore returned home 
as precipitately as he went, though without 
any determined ieheme^ any thing even in hope 
Of expe&ation that could promiie him fatis- 
fadion. 

The confequcnce was natural. He fell di- 
feftly into his former courfe of life^ driven 
abdut, like a feather in the ^iod^ bjt every puff 

of 
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of vanity, without any impulfe or power of his 
own to dired himf. 

There was ibmething fo dreadfully wretched 
in fuch a life, that I turned from him in hop* 
ror. «<^ What is yoUr opinion now? (faid my 
guide, with a mortifying fmile) Do you ima- 
gine that riches alone are fufficient to confer 
happinefsT* 

<^ I am convinced, and afhamed of my error ; 
(faid I) but vec the very confuution of it has 
opened a mon valuable fecret to me. I fee that 
poverty is in reality the greateft bleffing of life, 
or rather, indeed» the only one that can make it 
at all tolerable. It engages the attention in 
purfuits which take it off from the inevitable 
miferies of nature. By delaying the gratifica- 
tion of the appetites it makes them keen, ind 
makes that gratification a pleafure. By pre- 
venting furfeit, it preferves the power of enjoy- 
ment. In a word, it keeps the foul awake with 
expedation, and enlivens it with hope, without 
which life is a burden too heavy to be borne; 
the higheft enjoyment foon palling upon the 
fenfe, and making the anxiety of new purfuits 
necefiary to diffipate the pain of difappointment. 
Thus the reputed wretch, who begs from door 
to door, is really happier than he whofe riches 
put every gratification in his power ; the hope 
of getting a^morfel of bread to af^afe the 
cravings of hunger keeping the attention of the 
former fixed upon one point, while, for want of 
any particular objed to wi(h for, the other links 
into lifUefs indifrerence^ and lofes his relifli for 
adl. 

**< But though I have been difappointed of. 
the pleafure I propofed in this laft view^ it has 

opened 
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Opened another to me, which I hope will be 
morelbooefefd. 

^^ Tlie gentlemLan whom his lordfliip .todt 
witli bkn in his fantaftk expedition tb the wa-*^ 
ter-drinkmg place, feemed to enjoy ereiy thing 
with Ikch pfeafure^ as afforded ebe ftrongeftcon^ 
Iraft tQ the taftelefs apathy of the other. With 

{our permtflion, I will obferve him a little longer* 
kkiadiie I fluill not be dtfaf^xunted as I was be-» 
ibre.'* 

My guide iiniled ; and, gwing a nod of af^ 
ibnt, I diredtty turned my eyes lo the peribn of 
whom 1 had been fpeaking» 

»w w^jVH Ji^»w nKsni "^J** ^i«^ wiiJ^ iNt^w •"If ""t 

C H A P. IV. 

Hi/iory tf Mr. Cbamjeuon. Thi ^utftn 
' tind advanUgis •/ ihifiien^ft^ rf ibi Grtat, 
Epifide if Mof^/um- tKMTPHAV €md Ms iad^ 
9p€ns Jam fiirmmt^Vify fkofingti Ae htto if 
tbetdi. 

THERE was fomething fi> frepofieffing is 
his looks, fo irrefiftiDly engaging in hi» 
sianaer, together with thegveat adnontageof 
a flnkifig iigure> that it was impoffible to be^ 
hold him without regard ; but, 4ipon a neanor 
^Wy that caife and bappisiefi of i)eart which 
kxi particularly attraAed my notice, did not 
'ieemib genuine and fmceoe as I lad at iirft ima*- 
ginod* 

lie^» dpefied in the moft elegant and be« 
cwyng tafte, jaft feaiiy tt> go out^ and waited 

only 
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only for the return of a fervant, whom he had lent 
witli a letter* ^< It is impoffible C&id he to 
himfelf, as he walked back and forward in his 
room) that I ihould be diTappointed. Hi» 
Grace has often aflured me of his friendflbip^ 
and wiibed for fuch ati opportunity as this of 
doing me fervice. It is impoffiblc that I ihould 
be diTappointed." 

While he was (Jeafing himfelf with dtefe re* 
flections the fervant returned with an anfwer to 
hb letter. His eyes fparkled with joy, and he 
opened it with an eagemefs that ihewed the 
height of his hopes ; but they were foon de- 
prefled. He had fcarce caft his eye on the con- 
tents, when a gloomy cloud overcaft his whole 
countenance. The letter fell out of his hand ; 
and finking back into a chair, «* What an un- 
fortunate wretch am I, (faid he, ihrugging up 
his fhoulders, and lifting up his hands and eyes 
to heaven) to let a falfe delicacy thus deftray 
my faireft hopes i Why did I not go to him 
the moment the place was vacant? Peribns 
in his exalted ftation have their minds takea up 
with fo many cares of greater confequence, it is 
fio wonder they . fhould forget the conne^ons' 
of private friendmip." 

Then taking up the letter, " Extrentily flad 
—(faid be, repeating fome parts of it aloud^as - 
he read it over) t90 late'-'^but yeftgrdt y ■ * ■ jwy 

Juft as he concluded, a thundering at the 
door announced the arrival of a vifitof ; aiid.« 
inftantly ruihed in a young nobleman of the 
£rft rank, who running up to the gentleman, 
** Dear/r^ffi, (faid he) I am glad I have found 
you at home. You o&uft come with^ me dire^ 
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If. A party of us have this mhiiite taken a 
frolick to go and beat up his lordfhip's quarters 
in the country for a few days; and you will juft 
make up our fet. Come along with me : your 
fervants will overtake us where we dine/- 

<* My dear lord, (anfwered the other, as foon 
asrhe was perqfiitted to fpeak) 1 am afraid I can- 
not poffibly have the honour of attending you. 
Some bufinefs— " 

** Pfha ! damn bufmefs. What have wc to 
do with bufinefs? I fay, you {hall come. We 
(hould have no pleafure without you. If you 
want money, I can fupply you tin you return* 
Come along. 

<< I am much obliged to your lordihip; that 
IS not the thing. Unluckily, i am engaged." 

« Never mind that. Say I forced you away.. 
Lay the blame on me. For you muft, and (halt 
come.'*— -Saying which, he dragged him away, 
fcarce giving him time to tell his fervants where 
to. follow hiim. 

The whole expedition wasbf a piece with the 
•manner of their fetting out; a continuance of 
rambling, riot and noife; till fick of the fatigue, 
and fome new whim coming into their heads, 
they returned home in as great a hurry as' they 
went. 

I could eafily fee that the perfon whom I par- 
ticularly attended to, was far from enjoying fuch 
a fcene, and gave into it merely in compliance 
with his company, againft his own better 
tafte and judgment. This made me expeft 
that I fbould fee him to more advantage on his 
leturn home, when he (hould be at liberty to 
purltie his own inclinations ; but I foon found, 

to 
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to my great diTappointmenr, that I had baeit 
too hafty in forming my opmion of him ; his - 
whole hfe being one continued round of dang- 
ling after thofe vfhotA fortune had placed in a 
fuperior rank. 

Such a proftitution was Co grofs, that I was 
foon fick of it \ which my guide perceivings 
*' You find the confequence (iaid he) of judging, 
from appearances. You thought this perfoa 
happy becaufe of the ferenity of his countenanee^ 
and the relifh with which he ieemed to enjoy 
every thing that had the name of pleafure ; but 
this was all grimace, aiFe^ed only to make him 
agreeable to the* company whom he has devoted 
himfelf to, in the manner you have feen. 

*^ It may not be improper to give you fomc 
account of his motives for a condu^ which 
feems fo ftrange* 

*^ His name is Chamalien. He was born to 
a moderate fortune, and entered into the notice 
of the public with the advantage of every accom- 
plifliment, both natural and acquired, which 
could attract efteem ; but it is the proper ufe 
which makes the bleffing. Thefe advantages, 
which in a much lower degree have laid the 
foundation of many a fplendid fortune, by aa 
unhappy mifapplication have been tb-^caufeof 
his ruin ^ for, inftead of improving ■ lavourable 
an introduction by prudence a nuc .re, and ap- 
plying himfelf to any of the various puriuits in 
which the good opinion they ained him might 
have been of real fervice, h^ became intoxicated 
with the flattering reception he met in the 
gayer world, and, negle£ling every thing elie^ 
gave himfe{f up abfolutely to idleness and diffi- 
pation. 

« Tha 
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.'♦* The expences of fuch a life fares^ceeded 
kb fintime ; but he difregarded this, believing 
tiie profeffions of friendfliip which were made 
faim by his companions, and flattering htmfelf 
tlmt they would make him ample amends for the 
iacrifice of his time and fortune, by procuring 
him fome lucrative employment, thatfhould en- 
able him to live always among diem. How juft 
this expedation was, yon will ibon have an op* 
portunit3^ of feeing." 

* On this I turned again to Cbamalim^ the crt* 
fis of whofe fate I now perceived to draw on 
apace. The next morning after his return^ he 
went to pay a vifit to one of his npblt friends* 
who had not been upon the party to the coun-^ 
try. 

-" After fome moment's chat, ** I am going this 
morning (faid the lord) to thsKik my good 
friends ^^ Grace, for a very unexpe6l:ed favour* 
-You remember the paribn's daughter, whom 
-you admired fo much when you was in the 
country with me laft fuinmer. After you left 
me, want of (bmetbing elfe to do made me e'en 
take it in my head to nakt love to her, whicli 
the tender turtle received fo kindly, that (he 
foon made me a return of all the happinefs ia 
her power. 

*' There is nodiing fo furfeiting as intri- 
guing with your loving ones. I was foon tired 
of my fond Phyllis^ and glad to fly from her to 
town. But that gave me only a fliort relief^ 
1 had not been in town a week, before ihe 
:ftowed herfelf in aftage-coach and followed 
me. This threw me into ihe greateft diftrefs. 
Her old father had been my tutor ; and though 
I cannot fay I am a ihilling the better for all 

the 
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the pains he pretended to take with me^ be to- 
quitted himrelf to much to the fatisfaSion of my 
wife father^ that, when he came to die, be made 
him a truftee to his will, and left him fucb a 
power over me, that I cannot raife one fhUling 
on my eilate beyond my annual income without 
his exprefs confent. You m^y judge by this 
what a fine fituation her elopement threw me 
into ; efpecially as I was juft then foUicitinff her 
father to let mc raife a lum of money^ to di(^ 
charge my debts of honour, which yon know 
are pretty confiderable. 

^^ It was in vain to arfi;ue with the fooliih 
baggage. She fell into nts, pretended love; 
and at laft flopped mv mouth entirely by de- 
claring herfelf with child. 

^^ While I was in the height of diis per* 
plexity, his Grace happened to call upon me ; 
and enquiring what was the matter, for I could 
not conceal my uneafinefs, I e'en told him the 
whole affair ; upon which he faid, in the moft 
friendly manner, that he knew but one way to 
extricate me ; which was, if I could prevail 
upon her to marry any perfon whom it might 
be thought fhe had run away to, he luckilv had 
a place, then in his gift, which would oe aA 
handfome provifion for them. You may bt 
fure I thanked him moft fmcerely for fo great 
a piece of friendfhip, and, the moment he vras 
gone, fummoned Frippeau^ my valet de chatn^ 
bre, and made him the propofal, who readily 
embraced it, and foon prevailed upon her to 
agree to it alfo ; on which they were dirediy 
married, and we concerted matters fo, that 
.] not only appeared innocent to her fiither, but 
alfo have the merit of providing for her by 

my 
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wy intereft with his Grace, which I took care 
to place to the account of my regard for him ; 
{6 that I think be cannot refule me any thing I 
9ft; of hhn; and. this very morning the bride- 
groom has been with me, to Jet me know he 
has taken pofleffion of his place." 

It is impoffible to defcribe the fituation of 
Cbam/plion during the latter part of this flory. 
Refentment, fhame, and rage fwelled in bis 
Hear^, and tortured every feature of his face. 
Suppreffing them, however, as well as be could^ 
*« What place, my lord, ((aid he) has the hap- 
py ro^n got ? " 

" Why ! that there place which I have fo of- 
ten heard you fay you ihould like. Egad ! I thin k 
I (hould have articled for aihare. The rafcal 
could never have raifed his expe£latiom a quarter 
/b high otherwife. At leaft 1 (hall claim a right 
to renew my acquaintance with his lady, if ever 
I ihould have a mind. Hah ! hah ! hah ? 

**. And pray, my lord, (continued ChamaUon) 
When did his Grace confer this obligation on 
your lordfliip ? ^ 

** One day laft week,— while you were In 
the country. But do not you think, Franks 
that I havis well got over this afEdr ? " 

<< I could have told you fometbing, my lord, 
(faid the other, with a ipitefiH fneer, which all 
his art was not fufficient to fupprefs) that 
would have leflened your anxiety about that fair 
lady.*' 

*<AyeJ What was that? What do you know 
rfhcr?" 

^^ Only, my lord, that her love muft cer- 
tainly have bc^n very violent for your lordifaip, 

whca 
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when your fervant could fo readily prevail upon 
her to marry him. Hah ! hah I hah ! ** 

" Why? Aye! that is very true.-*-*«But-^ 
but*— but confider—- ^-confider— -^-<i- What eUt 
could Ibc do?" 

<' And your lordflup may add, that monfieur 
Frlppiau is a man of parts, and mafter of pre* 
vailing arguments. I fee he has conduced hfo 
icheme cleverly." 

^' £h ! I do not underftand you. His fcbemt! 
No. It was my propofal, -not his.'* 

<* Yes, my lord, I perceive the propoTal was 
your's ; but the plan I have good reafon to think 
was his." 

^< His ! No, no; not at all. It was his Grace's. 
Frippeau knew nothing of the matter, till I in- 
formed him of it.** 

** Not dire&ly of this, I grant you, my lord ; 
imt that he had formed fome plan of the kind I 
^m very clear,'* i- 

^< How could that be? What fliould make 
you think fo?'* 

'^ Becaufe, my lord, he and this lady, ta my' 
certain knowledge, had a very good under- 
ftanding long before the time you fay you firft 
made your addreffes to her.'* 

^' A good underftanding ! What do you 
mean ? Prithee fpeak plainer.*' 

^< I mean, my lord, that monfieur and ma- 
dam had an amour; and that, inftjead of his 
marrying your lordfhip's whore, and fathering 
your ba&rd, by a prudent participation of what 
he could well fpare he has had the addrefs to take 
in your tordihip to provide for him and his hope- 
ful family. That is all I mean, my lord." 

«« An 
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^^ An amour with her! ImpoffiUef I am Aire 
it could be no fuch thing. What can have put 
this nonfenfe into your head ! ** 

^^ My lord9 it was put into my bead by my 
-l^appening to catch the fond pair clafped in the 
folds of love one evening, in the arbour at the 
bottom of the garden/' 

« 'Sdeath! when was this ? '* 

*' The very evening after we went Into the 
country. It ^ould. have done yoii good to fee 
how lovingly the turtles billed. The joy they 
exprefTed at meetinjg (hewed that they had been 
well acquainted before.'' 

<* Damn their joy ! But how the devil came 
you not to tell me of this? ^' 

** Becaufe,- my lord, fhc bribed, me to fecrecy 
by the fame favour. Befides, I could never fu&- 
peSt that your Iord(hip would have been made 
fuch a dupe of by a country-girl." 

'^ Iiifamous bitch I And to pretend fo much 
love for me all the while ! But I will be reveng- 
ed. I will have the fcoundrel turned out di- 
rectly, and let the whore's father know of all 
her tricks." 

^^ And he will give you all the vexation he 
can in your affairs, in return for the ihare you 
have had in thera. Nor is it in your power to 
turn out Frippeau now. He has a patent for 
his place, and defies you." 

" Confufion ! Whatmuft I do? 

** Why, my lord, you muft even go and re- 
turn your thanks to his Grace for his great fa- 
vour fo worthily beftowed, and fubmit patiently 
to the abufe you have received, becaufe it is not 
' in.your power to rcdrefs it," 

Saying 
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Saying this he took his leave, fomewhat con- 
foled for the ill ti'eatment he had met with from 
his Grace, by thinking that his lordfliip, who 
thought he had received the benefit of it, was 
ftill more abufed than he. 

<S><5><2><SMS><2><5><S><5><5> 

C H A P. V. 

Misfortunes multiply, A new method of engaging 
tne ajjijiance of the great. Common occurrences. 
Cham/blion breaks with his great friends 
rather utjpolitely. His hijiory concluded with 
fome odd reflections. 

SEVERELY as he felt this ftrokc, jt was' 
but a trifle to the misfortunes which began 
now to pour in upon him. From his lordihip's 
he went on his ufual errand, to the perfbn who 
had hitherto fupplied him with money on a mort- 
gage of his eftate ; but, to his unfpeakable fur«» 
prize, inftcad of complying with his demand, 
the fcrivcner told him very gravely, that he 
could not advance any more upon that fecurity ; 
and defired he would take meafures for paying 
him oiF without delay, or he muft foreclofe die 
mortgage. 

It Is impoffible to exprefs the aftoniihment 
into which this fpeech threw him. As foon as 
he recovered himfelf a little, ** Surely, fir, 
(faid he) that eftate muft be worth conflderably 
more than my debt to you. The clear rent is 
eight hundred pounds a year ; and the laft time 
we fettled I owed you but fourteen thoufand 

pounds^ 
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peundst iHMreft and prinoi{de, fince wbkh I 
have not had any inotc <froai you ; fo that yon 
tnu& €eitainly be mifiaken. The eftate U worth 
(everal thoufands more." 

** Look vou» fir, laftfiverod the fcrivcner) as 
you tOLVc always dealt with me like a gentle** 
«iaiit i will ftrain a point fo far as to give one 
dioulaiid pounds more 3 but that is on condition^ 
that you execute a fale of that eftate to me di* 
re£tly ; and that is by five hundred more than I 
would give any other man I deal with." 

^^ I am much oUiged to you for your friend- 
fliip) fir ; but think that fifteen thoufand pounds 
is rather too little for eight hundred a year. 

c« Why» there it is now. You gentlemen 
who have dlates in land think there is nothing 
like them j but we know the contrary. Money, 
monqr^ fir^ is the thing. Sir, I. can honeftly 
make ten per cent, or perhaps more, of my mo- 
ney,' every day I live now; and this without 
bemg plagued with tenants breaking, and re- 
pairs, and taxes, and I do not know how many 
vexations which attend landed eftates. No ! No ! 
Money, money, is the thing." 

'* Teh per cent ! Aye, that you can, and 
more to my certain knowledge, or my debt 
could never have amounted fo high by fome thou^ 
fands. But this kind of talking fignifies nothing;. 
-Tell me diredly, what is the moft that you wiU 
give me ?** 

^^ Sir, I cannot give any more than I have 
laid ; and out of that you muft pay all the cofls 
of making the conveyance too.'* 

** Then, fir, you never fhall have my eftate, 
^oumay be afTured. I am not reduced to fub^ 
^it to fuch iniquitous extortions yet."-^\V^ith 

Vol.. It K which 
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vrhich words he turned about and left the roooif 
fenfible that it was to no purpofe to attempt 
ufing any arguments with one of his profel^ 
fion. 

He was well enough acquainted with the 
world, to know that the fcrivener would never 
have made fuch a declaration till he had every 
thing prepared to put it in execution, and confe* 
quently that his own fltuation admitted not of 
k moment's delay. 

Accordingly he went direflly to a gentleman 
who had often hinted a defire to purchafe his 
€ftatc, if ever it fhould be to be fold, as he 
plainly forei'aw it mull in the end ; with whom, 
in the prefent agitation of his fpirits, he conclud- 
ed a bargain in a very few words, that left him 
without a foot of property upon earth. 

The forming a refolution, be it what it will, 
is real relief to a mind in diftrefs, by taking off 
the attention from that diftrefs, and fixing it on 
the means of executing the refolution. 

From the moment he determined to fell his 
cftatc, he enjoyed a tranquility which amid all 
his pleafures he had long been a ftranger to; 
and though he was fenfible that he fhould have 
but a very poor pittance remaining to found hit 
future hopes upon, when all his debts were paid, 
the thought of difappointing the fcrivner's bafe 
defign gave him fuch pleafure that he fcarce at- 
tended to his own ruin ; or, if he had any fenfe 
of it, the illufion that had drawn it upon him, 
and under which he ftill continued, took off 
half its horrors. 

" When my friends fee (faid he) that I ftand 
in need of their affiftance, they will give it with- 
out even putting me to the pain of making ap<<- 

pUca* 



T H E R E V E R I E. 195 

plication : and I have money enough due to me 
among them, to fupport me as ufual, till fomo 
fuch opportunity offers : all cannot be fo bafely 
infincere as his Grace." 

Supported by this hope, he went to fpend the 
next evening among them with his wonted 
fpirits : but a confcioufnefs of his defperate cir- 
cumftances made his apprehenfions fo delicate, 
that he conftrued the common pleafantries of 
his companions into perfonal infults, and left 
them abruptly, as much furprized at his behavi-r 
our as he was offended at theirs. 

But they were not long at a lofs to account 
for it. One of the club, who had been on the 
fame errand himfelf that day with the lawyer 
who drew the conveyances of the other's eflate, 
and learned the affair from him, coming in juft . 
after be had gone away in that odd manner, di- 
reStly told tliem the whole affair, heightened 
with the additional embellifhments of his own 
good-nature, fuch as the purchafe of his eftates 
not having paid half his debts, and his being 
reduced now to a condition worfe than beggary. 

This opened a field for curious fpeculatioiis. 
Inflead of regrettihg a ruin, which they had 
themfelves been the occafion of, they all raa out 
into the^grolTcfl ridicule, and fevereftinve<Slives, 
againfi his foolifli vanity, for pretending to livp 
upon an equality with perfons of fuperior rank 
^nd fortune ; the mofl extravagant of the whole 
fct, and thofe efpeciaJly whofe circumftance^ 
were reduced nearefl to a level with bis, declaimr 
ingloudeft in the praile of prudence and cecono- 
xiiYj and. railing moft againfi bim for the oppofit^ 
vices, - 

K 2 The 
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The conclufion of all was, that it would no 
longer be proper for them to admit him into their 
company : bur, as forbidding himdiredly might 
too probably be attended with confequences t!ncy 
did not chufe, they unanimoufly refolved to take 
the fafer method of treating him with a coldnefs^ 
that to oneof his delicacy could not fail to anfwer 
the fame end, without expofing them to fuch 
danger. 

As for him, the manner in which he pafled 
the remaining part of the night is too horrid for 
defcription. Aftfr curfmg his own folly and 
their bafenefs, till his fpirits ^^'ere quite exhaufted, 
he at length bethought himfelf, that the particu- 
lar expreffions which had given him fuch pain 
were in the common ftile of their convcrfation, 
and in all probability without any perfonal appli- 
cation to him, as it was fcarce poffiblc, that they 
Could have received any account of fo recent a 
iranfaftion. 

The confolation which this thought gave him, 
enabled him to take fome reft ; fo that when he 
arofe, he repaired to the ufual place, in pretty 
good fpirits: but this was only like a gleam of 
lun-fliine between two ftorms j the behaviour of 
his companions, in confequence of the generous 
refolution of the night before, foon removing 
every doubt of their meaning and delign. 

Stung to the foul at this, he ftarted up, and 
looking at them with the fiercenefs of defpeni'- 
lion ; ^< I plainly fee, iaid he, in an haughtj 
tjne, that my ruin is no fecret; noram *I at a 
lofs to account for the prudential tnotWts of 
t :is behaviour ; but you are mifiaken, ihj wor- 
tiy friends, if judging of me Inr ^ourfeltres^ 
you think I am mean enough to iolhcit, or re- 
ceive 
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ceiv^ any fyvpux from you. Moft of this com" 
pwy are in voy d^bt, tsoth for money won anci 
hnti* Tkp payment of that is all I require^ 
anci whaA I will inififl: on. If I owe any of you' 
anv thtfig, let it be. demanded now, as this is the 
laic time I fliall ever come among you. 

The B(ft word he fpol^e caufed an univerfal 
fikgnce, nor were any of them very ready to break 
it when he had ended, but fat looking at each 
otbel* ais at alofs what to fay, andexpedting who 
(bould ipeak firft. 

This behaviour almoft difarmed his rage, 
and turned it into contempt ; cafting his eye 
tberefoj-e rou^d him with ineflFable difdain, ** I 
glve.yo^ |iime» Aid h^s .to confider of my de« 
mandt^l to-morrow^ when, if I have not a iatis^^ 
faAory anfwcj?, I fi^ll apply peribnally to eacl^ 
jta anolKfy? manner''— ^Saying which, be flung 
out cflbe 1300m. 

The threat inppli#d in thefe lail words in-' 
0uenc€4 fome *of them whofe debts were bu( 
ftnall^ to pay him : but tbe greater part, fbelter-^ 
ms taomfelve) in tt)e priviieges of their rankj^ 
m^iuiii)^ thought propqr t<» take no notice of bi« 
demand. 

Butthiawaa not their be^ protedion; pro- 
voked as be was at the bzf^jn^k of their beha- 
viour^ his'pride WQuld not permit him to repeat 
a denand, which, from his prefent circumftance^ 
might be imputed to neceiEty. Accordingly, 
tired of a plage where every object he faw up-, 
braided him wi(h his folly, he purchafed a com-: 
miffion in the army with the poor remains of hi^ 
fortune, and fought to filence the reproaches of 
bis own mind, by the tumults and horrors of 
war.. 
. • .. : K 3 Of 
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Of all the inftances of human folly which I 
had yet feen, this aflledted me moft. " O gra- 
^cious fpirit ! (faid I with an heavy figh) hew 
wretched is the ftatc of man, that the nneft en- 
dowments of mind are not fufficient to fecure him 
from falling into this inexplicable labyrinth ! I» 
there no land-mark to warn him from the danger i 
No clue to guide his fteps in fafety through the 
giddy maze f " 

** The brighteft endowments (anfwered he) 
ferve only to make folly more confpicuous, and 
aggravate the pain of ruin by reproach, except 
they will fubmit to the diredlion of prudence* 

** But the contrary is too often the cafe. The 
vivacity which refulis from great parts is above 
ftooping to any refiraint, efp'ecially from a virtue 
that appears to be merely negative. 

*^ Hence It is that you fee the greateft follies 
are generally committed by men of the greaDeft 
g«nius; as on the other hand^ the moft folid ad- 
vantages are obtained by moderate abilities^ 
when dircfted by that unerring guide. Of the 
former you have (een a ftriking inftance in this 
perfon, and every view of life makes it urmecef*. 
fary to give any of the latter. 

'^ As to him there is no fpecies of folly more 
extenfively fatal than that which proved his ruin. 
Every one, who, liftening to the allurements of 
idlenefs, negleSs to improve the prefent moment, 
and depends on chance to bring on another day 
that which application might procure him now, 
is guilty of it. All have the means of rational 
fuccefs within their power when they firft fet out 
in life, and the many who mifcarry owe theif 
misfortune moftly to the want of applying thofo 
means pronerlv. 

-C H A P. 
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jt rare charaSier. Defcription of a lady's clofet. 
P leafing nudltatiom ; with ohe fide of a remark^ 
able converfation. The hiflory §f Calia and 
Strephon. Mafqued batteries mofl dangerous in 
love as well as war. 

WHILE the fpirit was making thefc re» 
flections, I happened to caft my eye up- 
on a female whofe appearance raifed my curio- 
ficy to take more particular notice of her. 

Though fhe was defcending faft into the vale 
of years, and Time's inexorable handhad robbed 
ber charms of all their bloom, there was a fweet- 
nefs and fenfibility in her looks, an elegance and 
grace in her whole form, which made the vtry 
ruins of beauty look lovely, and were impoffible 
to be beheld without the tendered emotions. 
. She was fitting in a favourite clofet, the Hrfl: 
view of which fuggefted an idea of the owner's 
charader. It looked into a fpacious garden that 
hung over the banks of a filver ftream. At the 
lower end a variety of evergreens and flowering 
flirubs formed a number of little arbours, and 
fpread a fragrance through the air, that difpofed 
the heart to foftnefs, and filled it with delight. 
Beyond them a row of venerable oaks bounded 
the view, among which the flream, ftealing in - 
fenfibly from the fight, made the whole profpeft 
moft romantic and grand. The windows were 
fet out with flower- pots of the fineft china. On 
K 4 the 
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the ceiling was painted the ftory of Ap$Uo and 
Dapbney by, a mafter-hand. A laree book-cafe, 
carved in the Chinefe tafte, and highly gilt, co- 
vered each end of the clofet, an4 difplayed a 
complete coIle£lion of all the plays, poems, and 
romances in the modern languages, which treat 
of love as a fcience, and heighten its p}eafures 
by the powers of imagination. A glafs that 
reached from the floor to the ceiling was placed 
againft the pier between the windows, and, cor- 
refponding with one of equal fize on the opppfite 
fide of the clofet, fervcd to fliew the whole perlbn 
at one view ; and a variety of mafqueradc-habits, 
for the chara£lers of nymphs, nuns, (hepherdefles 
and queens, with all their different infignia, 
hung up in regular order on each fide of the aoaf)- 
and made the whole of a piece. 

She fat at a table placed before one of the win- 
dows, with a huge folio open before her, on which 
file leaned her elbow^ as ihe meditated on what 
(he had been reading, with her head reclined 
upon her hand, and her eyes fixed upon the ceil- 
ing J her fpcftacles lay upon the book, to marfe 
the place where fhe had ftopped, and her fmiff- 
box and handkerchief befide k. 

After ihe had been mufing thus for fome mi- 
nutes, " Happy days (faid fhe, with a figh) 
when love and honour governed the work! ! 
when ceremony gave place to fincerity, and in- 
clination went hand in hand with virtue ! Why- 
did I not live then ? Why was my lot rcferved 
for thefe dull iron times ? I might have been si 
gentle (hepherdefs, and fpent my blifeful life 
with fome felecfted faithful fwain in fweet Arca^ 
dian vales, awaking with our tuneful pipes the 
flow-paced morn, when we arofe to tend our 

fleecy 
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fleecy care 4 zaij flumbcring. aw^y the fultrjc 
ttooa,jc1flfped in each other'a sxm^ in cool fe-^ 
queftpid' fragrant bowers^, hefide fon^e purling^ 
ftre»ii>, whoie murQiura lulled each wearied fenfei 
to reft/' ^' 

Then, taking a pinch of fnuflf, and rifing fronu 
her chair, ** Or elfe I might have been fpnae beau-^ 
teousi pnncefs, (continued flie, a9 ibe walk^di 
with a majeftic air acrofs tb^ floor) Mih^fe farq^ 
hid' £Hed the woiid^and brought adoring prince^ 
to my fc€t" — 

She was intecrupted in thefts pleafing'iBeditar^. 
tions by the entrance of a fervant with a letter^- 
Difrhdffing him with a nod^ the moment fhi3 iai/i^ 
the weiMnown band, and then kifl^g the di-: 
leAianV' file opened the litttec, and read it ovec- 
i»af{ycrfe&rapt(ife. 

•frO Strtphim /• (ftid ihe, as foon aaifae hftd endT 
ediXwhocan reftft thy fwcct pcrftiafiKc tongue ^ , 
Such eloquence fine never fued in- vain ! Yes, {: 
will meet you. Ctelia will me^ her Strepbow. 
with all the ardour of unfated love/' 

When flie had thus given vent to her tranr . 
ipoFt, flie fat down again very compofedly to her 
beloved ftudy ; at which ftie. continued till futn? 
moned unwillingly to dinner. 

A lover's repafts are never long. As foon z.^ 
file had made an hafiy meal, fhc fet out witht 
all the eagernefs of expectation for the fbady 
walk at the bottom of the garden. The throb^- 
bing of her heart, as ibe approached this fcenf 
mott opportune for love, made me. imagine ihie 
was waited for by fome favourite fwain, wl^ngtt 
I expe<5ted to fee- clafp her immediately in. hi^ 
arms. 
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Bot, though no fuch lover appeared, ihe feem- 
ei neither difappointed nor difpleafed. The mo' 
nuent fhe entered the walk, <^ 1 come, my deareft 
Strephon ! (faid fhe, fpreading her arms to em* 
brace the empty air, and talking as if to fome 
one prefent) your Calioj pun£hjal to your ap- 
pointment, comes to fpend a rapturous hour in 
converfation with her foul's beloved. Here will 
} lean upon your arm, and hearken to the mufic 
of your voice, as we walk along the flowery mar- 
gin of this limpid ftream. Thefe confcious mades> 
the nymphs, and naiads of the fbeam and grove, 
ftall witnefs for the purity of our paffion/' 
' And then again, as if replying to fomething 
he had faid, <* I own the force of what you 
urge. Perfuafion hangs upon your tongue ; and 
yielding nature pleads fo ftrongly in your behalf, 
that virtue hardly can refift : but fpare the pant- 
ing fuppliant, nor ieek to triumph farther over a 
proftrate foe.'' — 

— ** How can you wrong me ib ? Fantaftic 
honour ! No ! I defpife the thought. Leave me 
the facred fubftancc,. virtue, and I will chear- 
fully give up the fading fhadow, though cenfure 
pour forth all her invenomed rase againil me."— 

— ** Exalted generofity I Then I am iafe. 
Had you prefied »rther I nad been undone. My 
rebel here was ready to revolt." — 

In this rapturous flighty ftrain, (he continued 
her imaginary converfation for juft an hour, 
paufing at every period, as if for a reply, ufing 
all the geftures, and &ewing the attention of 
one engaged in deep difcourfe : then taking leave, 
with the moft paffionate exprei&ons of regard, 
(he returned to her company, with whom flie 
4^t the reft of the evening in the higheft fpi- 

rits I . 
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rlts; and that (he might preferve the loved idea 
full upon her mind, as foon as her maid left the 
roomy fat up in her bed in all the flannels of the 
night, and putting on her fpe£lacles, once more 
read over his dear letter before flie could think 
of going to reft, and then put it carefully under 
her pillow to tempt delightful dreams^ 

There was fomething (o unaccountable In the 
conduct of this lady^ that, ftrongly as curfofity 
attached my attention to fuch an extraordinarjr 
fcene^ I could fcarce contain myfelf to the con- 
cludon of It i but was feveral times going to aflc 
my guide what it could pofUbly mean* 

He read my aftoniihment in my looks ; anrf 
as foon as the drawing of her curtain clofed the 
farce, ^' I fee, faid he, that you are apt a Io& 
what to make of this woman's fantaftic beha- 
viour.. It is a fpecies of folly fo little knowa 
in common life, that it has not yet been diftin* 
guiflied by any particular tide ; and will,, there- 
S)re, be beft underftood by a fbort account of 
her life. 

'* She was born, as you fee, with every ad- 
vantage of beauty, rank, and fortune, which alt 
received a higher luftre ftill from the uncommon- 
endowments of her mind. So fair a morn pre- 
iaged a cloudlefs day; and hope looked forward' 
with afllirance for a life of happinefs and honour*. 
But (he foon fell from this envied height ; andt 
her misfortune was wrought by fuch unUkely 
means> that it feemed to have been defigned on> 
purpofe as a punifhment and check on humaui 
confidence and vanity." 

** A gentleman^ of whom it was hard to- 
fay, whether nature was more liberal to his 
mindy^ or cruel, to his perfon, unfortunately? 

hap-^ 
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happened to fix his eyes upon her j and either 
from inclination, or to fhew the power of his 
wit, by infpiriner her with love, in defpite of his 
deformity, diredly marked her out for his ad« 
drefles. 

•* Flattery is the incenfc alwavs oiFered to fe- 
male beauty, and love the only language which 
it hears : but neither did he think the proper 
weapons for beginning his attack. He was fen- 
fible that the former would only rcfled reproach 
on his owii unpleafing appearance, and obviate 
the fuccefs of the latter, if offered before art had 
palliated the defeSs of nature. 

*« He refolved therefore to proceed upon ano- 
ther plan ; ^nd accordingly, wherever he met 
her, inftead of entertaining her with hackneyed, 
fulfome compliments, and unmeaning addreiles, 
he afFeded to difcover new beauties in her mind, 
which raifed his attention above every thing 
elfe ; and difplayed the charms of his ow^ under- 
ftanding fo delicately in the praifq of hers, that 
£be infenfibJy became enamoured of his conVer- 
iation, to fuch a degree as to be indifferent to 
all other. 

** One favourable circumftance is often fuffi* 
cient to remove the moft difadvantageous opi- 
nion. The difguil which his deformity raifed 
ibon fubfided, and her attention was fo fixed 
upon the perfedions of his mind, that (he quite; 
overlooked the defeats of his form : this was a 
great advance J but difficulties ftill as great re- 
mained, and which required the moft confum- 
mate art to conquer. Virtue was the rule by 
which flie guided all her fteps, and Fame th^ 
darling paffion of her fouL 

« But 
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(^ But be was not^t a loCs hovf to proce^- 
As he had before avoided flattering her beaun^y 
for fear of drawi^ig contempt upQp himfelf, fo ne 
now refrained from mentioning the very name 
of love, left her virtue {hould take the alarm,, 
and defeat his deflgn. His eonveriktoii was en* 
tiffiy ie|itii|icn(al : and be never even glanced: at 
fenfual pleafure, but to fhew bia dtfapprohation 
of it. 

** Sc^cb a conduA foon won the confidence 
of h(?r unexperienced, unilifpefliiig heart ; and 
there was fomething fo flattering iii the thought 
of being the feleftcd friend of fuch a perfon^ 
that flic could not refift it, but gladly met bis^ 
advances half way, zfi4 returned his profeffions 
with the moft folid and boundleft efteem. 

** The tranfition frpna friendftrip to love is 
Tmperceptible, and feldgm fails between the dtf-» 
fccent fex^ : but here the very means wfakh had 
procured the fonner, at the fam<B time feemed t$> 
preclude ^11 hopes of the latter for ever. 

*• But if this difappointed his defires, it fact- 
iitated the gratiftcatibn of his vanity \ to which' > 
his heart was no lefs a flave. Secure in the pu-^ 
rity of her own he^rt, fhe was eafily led into 
breaches of thofe uneflcntial forms which cuf- 
tom has arbitrarily eftabliihed as the infeparable 
ihadows of virtue, and too many fubftitute in the 
place of the fubftance. 

•• Envy inftanfly founded the alarm, blazon* 
ing the imaginary fall in the blackeft colours^ 
befpre the innocent vi(^im of her rage was fcn-% 
fible that flie made the leafl flip." 
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CHAP. VIL 

Tie biftory ofCxhtK and SrREPHOfr, continued'^ 
^"j/n extraordinary method of holding converfa* 
tion at a diftance. People often pay for peeptng. 
Lwe is (i riddle. 

** 'T^ H E effcSts of innocence and guilt often 
X bear (b near a refemblance as to be mi(^ 
taken for each other.. Provoked at fuch injudice,. 
Ihe thought it beneath her to pay any farther 
regard to the caprices of public opinion ; and» 
confcious of her own innocence^ piqued herfelf 
on perfiftine in what had been fo bafely tnifre- 
presented : but this imprudent pride was imput- 
ed to another caufe ; and (he was faid to be har- 
dened by guilt into a defiance of fhame. 

** Her friendy who had defignedly led her by 
the hand into this labyrinth, thought he now 
bad a proper opportunity to unmalk his whole 
defign. Accordingly he began to change the 
tenour of his difcourfe, and try to pervert her 
principles, or tempt her paiEons. to rebel againft 
them. He drew pleafure in the moft allur- 
ing colours, and foftened the horrors of vice 
by every fpecious artifice : arguing aeainft the 
excellence of virtue from the gen«ral oppofi- 
tion of nature to its didates ; and, by a dar- 
ing pcrverfion of divine truth, attempting to 
prove the very neceflities of guilt as the proper 
nieans to merit the rewards of innocence.*' But 

** Though his tongue 

* • Drop'd manna, and could make the worfe appear 

•* The better reafon ; for his thoughts were low,* 

file 
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Ihe faw that ** qll was falfe and hollow^* and 
refuting his arguments with an indignant afpe- 
rity, convinced him that all attempts of the 
kind muft ever prove in vain : nor was this dif- 
appointment fo fevere as may be imagined. Va- 
nity had at leaft an equal (hare with defire in his 
original deilgn againft her ; and age and infirmi- 
ties had now fo far cooled the latter^ that he was 
eafily contented with the gratification of the 
former. ■. 

. *^ For this reafon he readily agreed to appropo- 
fal of hers to hold an intercourfe of foul, into 
which fenfe fliould never be admitted ; and as it 
might not be in their power to meet fo often as 
they muft defire each other's converfation, they 
fettled rules for a correfpondence by letter, which 
nothing (hould ever interrupt. 

** From this time, to enable her to fupport the 
heavy weight of public cenfure and neglect, of 
which {he now began to be fenfible, ihe was 
obliged to have recourfe to books ; and the turn 
of her thoughts naturally fuggefted the choice 
you faw. 

** Nothing is more dangerous than flying for 
relief from any diftrefs to folly. The natural 
propenfity of the mind to it is fo ftrong, that 
the fainteft fhadow of encouragement from rea.- 
fon links them infeparably for ever. The plea- 
fure (he took in thefe books grew upon her inr 
fenfibly, till fhe loft all tafte for every other en^- 
joyment ; and the ftudy of them wrought fuch 
a change in her mind, that fhe foon relaxed the 
rules of her correfpondence, and defcended to 
write like other mortals. 

«Hbw 
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•* How far this humour might have been im- 
proved, it is not fair to conjecture :. perhaps, 
what was her friend's confoiation before- was her 
protection now. However, he keeps up his cor- 
refpondeqce with all the ardour of defire ; but 
as this change in the ftile might feem to lead to» 
more material one in their conduCl, (hould they 
meet frequently as before, he luckily thought of 
the fantaftic expedient which you few her put in: 
practice of retiring each of them alon^ at an ap* 
pointe4 time, to converfe in the poWer of imsir 
gination as if together ; and to give a conflflency 
to their thoughts, the fame letter which makes 
th^ affignation appoints the fcene of it and the 
fubjed of the converfation. 

'* TTiere is nothing (b extravagant or- abfurd 
but habit ^iW reconcile ; efpecially when it flat- 
ters any favourite paffion* Ridiculous as this 
thought of l^oldlng an imaginary converfation 
muft^appear, (he was fo pleated with it, that it 
ibon becanie her greateft entertainment ; nor td 
this day will flie Ui&er the moftferious concerns 
of life to interfere with the enjoyment of it. 

*' Of this fhehas given inftances, which h'ave* 
been attended with circumflances of fo fevere 
ridicule as mufl have cured any mind of fuch i 
folly, that was not under an abfohite infatua- 
tion. I will relate one for the whimfical fingu- 
larity of it. 

*' Soon after thi§ method of converfine was 
fettled between her and her friend, while her 
charms were flill in all their glory, a nobleman 
of the firft rank was fo fmitten with them, that 
he re&lved to propofe an union with her for life, 
coaclnding that the cenfures which bad been 

levelled 
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leveHedagainfther^ andwere now alnapft forgot,; 
fbmething more recent having glvea the tongue 
of fcandal other employment, were only the ef- 
k£t of emry at her fuperior excelle&ce* 

" The-firft hint of his ddSga waQ received 
with plealWe by ail her friends ; and. hie was. 
evea banning to make ibn^e advances in her 
j^eem, when an unlucky, accideol! at once over* . 
caft (6 fair a ptoipeSt. 

^^ As he was walking alone with her one. 
morning in the garden, and ftriving to give hit. 
converfatioa fuch a 'turn as ifaoutd initaroauce a 
declaration of his paiEon,' as if by accident and. 
without the painful formality of a direS addjrefss, 
a fervant delivered her a letteJ!^ which in the 
ahfciMe of impatience^ flie inAantly opeA«4»» 
\i9ithout ev^ refio^bing who wa& prefent* 

^^ The plcafitre ihe dijftHwaitd in b^r I^ofcn 
i^ilc (he waa reading it raifed his curio&y* ooi 
know wka her happy aorre^ndeaat oouH hif%^ 
(oc he faw tfae..di9c£kion.waa ia a Oman's b^wd.ii 
and an aeddent SDon prejEbntied him an opparittfjo 
nity of goadfybg iit : for ihe had feiree rap tfat^ 
kttep oviec, wbed recoUeding tbfi inspfOp/lietgri 
of what (he had done, fhe haftUy altempied^. tm 
put, it up, and making him as apology &>r fuch 
a breach of ceremony, redinacd hep fof inier coor*; 
veifation ; but with fuch an tnconfiAency andt' 
ahfonce of mind as evidently fbewed (he wdA 
thinking of fomething elfe, 

*' But, inftead of putting the letter in hei^ 
pocket, fbe had in her confufion dropped it oi^ 
the ground, which he direftly perceived, and 
the nature of his intentions making him think 
he had a right to take every method of saining 
information in any thing that might m^. hjsi 

hap'' 



aio THE REVERIE. 

happinefs in fo delicate a point, he rcfolved, if 
poi&ble, to avail himfelf of the accident, and get 
a fight of it. Accordingly he led her away to 
fome company who were in another part of the 
- garden ; and as foon as he faw her engaged in 
converfation, feigning an excufe of having drop- 
ped his handkerchief, went back in fearch of the 
letter, which he readily found ; and opening it 
without hefitaiion, faw to his utter aftonifhment 
and confufion, that it contained the moft raptu- 
rous exultations of fuccefsful love i for the fur« 
ther gratification of which, it appointed a meet- 
ing in the fihady walk at the bottom of the gar* 
den that very evening. 

It is eafy to conceive his fituation at this dif- 
Govcry/ The firft impulfe of his rage was to find 
out the bold invader of his. happinefs, and facn- 
Ace him to his juft refentment, as he concludedj 
that he could not be ignorant of his intended al-^ 
liance with that deceitful wanton : but the diffi-* 
culty was to difcover who he was, for the letter 
was figned only with the fiditious name of Stre^ 
fhon ; and he could not expe£^ that (he woul4 
inform him, fhould he charge her with her bafe*^ 
nefs, and demand his name. 

^' But he was not long at a lofs. He readily 
judged that (he would be pun£tual to an aifigna- 
tion, which evidently gave her fuch pleafure. He 
therefore refolved to take no notice of what he 
had difcovered ; but to try if he could not by 
fome means or other gain admittance into the 
garden, and conceal himfelf near the fcene of 
appointment, fo as to be able to deteS them in 
fuch a manner as fhould deprive them of every 
colour of defence or extenuation, and juftify 
the feverity of his meditated revenge s and for 

fear 
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fear the lofs of the letter (bould alarm her, he 
laid it exa£^ly in the [Slace he found it ; and turn- 
ing fhort into another walk, had not gone many 
flqis, when he faw her running with the utmpft 
anxiety in her looki in queft. of it, as he alfo 
perceived by die joy that fparkled in her eyes 
when fhe returned to the company, that ihe had 
found it. 

*« The next part of his jdot fucceedcd with- 
out difficulty : he readily got admittance in dif- 
guife at the back-door ot the garden, as if to gra- 
tify common curiofity ; and had not been many 
mmutes in his concealment, when he faw her 
haflen'to the place of aflignation with all the 
eag^rneft and impatience of love. 

- ■■ ^ His dilappointment then was the fame as 
ybura. He heard her hold her imaginary con-' 
verfation in the (ame manner ; and as it was im* 
polfiUe for him to comprehend what it meant^ 
that very circumftance only doubled his anxiety 
to develope fuch a dark and unaccountable fcene. 

- ** But though he bad not detected her in the 
flagrant manner he defigned, his fcheme was not 
entirely di&ppointed, as (he bad made the dif- 
covery he wanted, by her frequent repetition of 
her lover's name in the courfe of her converfa- 
tion. As foon therefore as fhe retired, he refolved 
to go direfUy to him, and require an explana- 
tion of the whole affair : but what was his fur- 
prife to find that he had been confined to his 
room for many months by the gout, nor had a 
profpeft of quitting it foon! He therefore 
thought that he fhould only make himfelf ridi-* 
culous by mentioning the motive of his vifit, and 
fo pafled it off under the appearance of common 
ceremony. 

♦ C H A ?• 
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CHAP. VIII. 

C^nhnuid.-^Perplexity worfi perpkxid^ A flight 
prijudicidfedue^iaitopins a mwfcau ofcof^'j 
Jion. J curious account of a Juggler. Hefoilt 
the Duvil at bis own weapons ; but isfurprifed 
bimfelfin the midft of his triumph . 

•* ^TT^ HIS naturally cncrealcd his perplexity. 
JL He now confidered the affair as a mai^ 
ter<-piece of intrigue ; the myftery of which hd 
was determined, if pofBUe to mcantu With 
lUs ddign he direaly dt^tchodl a tnifly ftr« 
vftnt to tPT if he eoula find out among the-fiu'* 
ipantt of tne ocher> wh^or thfire vuafi any ia^ 
teroourfe bdwoen^tbem and that lady ; who inn 
Viedialely returned witii an account, that (ctcco 
a day pa^ in which they fcnt not letters to each 
otbeis in the mbft public manner ( and particu- 
kdy, which was the principal point of Us en4 
quiry, that her footman bad receinccd one fijur. bet 
that very morning. 

' ^ The aftontfliment into ifriiich this account 
threw him may be eafily conceived. The avioww 
ed libqrtinifm of this gentleman's charader gave 
htm too juft reafon to form the worft opinion of 
any int«rcourfe with him ; at the fame time tha| 
^t manner in Mrhich it was carried on feemed 
to contradict its being of an improper hature : 
but, as this might alfo be only a finefle, he re-> 
folved to try if he could not make ufe of it to 
confirm that very fufpicion which it was devifed 
to elude. 

^ Ac- 
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** Accordingly he employed the fame fcrvant 
to corrupt the gentleman's porter, by a coafider- 
abk briber to kt him have a fight of the next 
letter he received to fend to her, which he fo- 
lemnly promifed to return fo foon, that it (hould 
not be miflbd. 

" The porter had had too much connexion 
with the great to be proof to fuch a temptation, 
fle gave the leter» and the nobleman had the 
farther aftoniihment to And, that it contained 
not only another affign^tion, but even fpoke ia 
raptures of the pleafures of the laft. 

'* This involved him in tenfold darknefs. He 
fearce knew how-to believe his fenfes $ and be* 
gan to confider whether the whole might not 
poffibly be adreajm. As foon as he recovered a 
little from his ailoniihment, he returned the let* 
ter; and prepared in the fame manner as before 
to be a witnefe of th is moft furpriijog icene, when 
upon feeing her former incomprehenilble extra- 
vagancies, he dire&ly concluded ihe was under 
the delufion of fome fafcination, and that the 
gentleman ufed more than natural means to 
bring her into this ftate* to ferve fome bafe pur* 
pofes of his own, 

*^ Full of this notion, which an unhappy pre- 
judice <^ education, his imagination h«vicig beefi 
filled in kis infancy with fuch terrors of wkch«« 
cniftand incantation, as it was impofible for 
ipcafoa! ever abfolutdy to get the better of, made 
kkn niore readily give into, he flipped M^ay un* 
penteMd hy faier, and running to the houft^ 
ahctuisd'the whole £uBily wttka-dfead^l-account 
#Plier being, at that veiy inftaftt, under the dor 
mkaooi of. iui evil fpif iu 

"It 
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*• It is impoffible to defcribe the coxifterna- 
tion into which this ftory threw them all ; efpe* 
dally the lady's mother, who, in the weakneft 
of extreme age, had refigned herfelf to the illu- 
fions of a fet of pretended reformers, whofe w^* 
thod was to fill the minds of their infatuated fol- 
lowers with imaginary terrors, that they might 
the more eafily mould them to their own iniqui* 
tous purpofes. They flared at each other 
for fome time, in all the ghafllineb of affright, 
unable to fpeak a word : but he knowing that 
the time of her poffejfton would foon be at an 
end, and having obferved before that no traces 
of it remained after the expiration of the ap- 
pointed hour, defired that they would come out 
with him directly, and be witneiles of the truth 
of what he told them. 

** On this, fome of the boldeft ventured with 
liim, while the reft went pioufly to prayers, and 
coming upon her unperceived, over-heard her in 
high difcourfe, which they readily believed his 
iordfhip's opinion to be with an evil fpirit, whofe 
voice fome of them even confidently aflerted they 
heard talking to her, though he did not appear 
to their fight. 

•* As foon, therefore, as her taking leave of * 
her imaginary companion made them think the 
fpirit was withdrawn, and that they might ap- 
proach her without danger, they all ruihed upon 
her, and holding her fafl, while her furprize de<« 
prived her of power to a(k the reafon c^ fucll 
€reatmept, hurried her dire£lly into the houie* 

<< It had happened,that while they wereout upoii 
this important expedition, her: mother's gholUy 
guide had called in as ufual, .to enquire into the 

ftate 
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ftate of her confcieace, aqd to exchange fpiri- 
tual for bodily comforts. The fight of him 
filled them all with joy. *' O dodor, faid the 
good old lady, you are come in a lucky mo- 
ment." — And then wringing her hands, *' my 
poor unhappy daughter ! O do6lor, the enemy 
has furprifed her ; the foul fiend has taken pol- 
feffion of her body ! O my daughter, my daugh- 
ter!" — 

*' As it was impoffible tp conceive what fhe 
meant, the doSor turned to another of the com- 
pany> whofe grief and affright had not fo far 
overpowered her reafon j who in a few words 
informed him of the whole affair. Though 
upon all occafions, he affumed an appearance 
of the higheft refolution which his pretended 
iandtity of life could infpire, his foul was fe- 
cretly a flave to every terror which confciou^ 
guilt could raife to ftartie the mofi bigotted fu- 
perftition. Such a Itory, therefore, was far from 
Leing agreeable to him; however, as it bore 
not the leail appearance of probability, and 
■efpecially as it was impoffible for him to retreat 
«ow, without forfeiting his credit for ever, he 
/eiblved to hide his fears, and a<^ his part in de- 
fiance to his conference, as he had often done ip 
•other cafes, be the confequence what it would. 

*' While, he was forming this refolution, he 
ilood with his hands and half-clofed eyes raifed 
to heaven, as if wrapt in mental adoration and 
jirayer, to invoke the divine affiftance : an atti^ 
tudc which he had pradlifed fo often, whenever 
I16 wanted time to confider how he (hould ex-t 
tricate himfelf out of any difficulty, or carry 
on any glaring impofition, that be now fell 

Into 
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into it mechanically. Thai turning to tbi 
trembling matron, << Fear not, madam,'' tM 
he, in a flow folemn voice, and with an air of 
importance, ^< the pravers of the faithful tat 
able to prevail over all the powers of Satan^ 
Thy daughter (hall be reftored : my fpirit hath 
received alTurance, and longs to undertake tfat 
conteft. Now fliall thou behold the prince^of 
darknefs put to flight, and all his ftren|;th de* 
feated by the word of feeble man : but faith does 
a]K"_« Juft as he (aid this, he heard them 
forcing the fuppofed demoniack into the room, 
and fummoning up alt his courage and effrontery^ 
prepared to exercife her according to a ritual of 
his own invention: the terror, that in ^)ite 
of all his efforts to €onceal it, glared in his ey«t 
affifting his impofition, and p«ffing upon all pre** 
fent for the emanation of endiufiaftic rapture* 

«^ All defcription falls (boh of fuch a fcene. 
The aftoni&ed patient was obliged to undergo 
the whole ceremony, without being permitted 
to a(k the meaning of it, every time £e attempt- 
ed to fpeak her voice being drowned by a gene* 
ral exclamation of affright and fidemn a^ura>- 
tion to filence, which her amazement made her 
the more eafily comply with. 

<' As fhe fat therefore in filcnt wonder, with* 
out any appearance of diftradion, during the 
laft afl of the farce, the • Juggler^ as foon at in 
was iiniflied, addrc^g himfelf to her mother, 
^« I told you, madam^ (faid he with an air of 



• SeePicut*sccrtmojues and religioui fiuftoias. Vol lH. 
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triumph J, that my method wds infallible: it was 
partly invented by that fage and pious prince 
Ja/nes I, to whom the policy of Satan's kingdom 
was as well known as that of his own ; the reft 
is an addition of mihfe, in which the fuccefs 
teftjfiqs that my fpirit was not denied divine af- 
fiftance: fccpticks and infidels may. feoff and 
doubt ^ but to pioU9 faith' is given demonftra- 
tion." — -^ 

. Then turning ta his patient, " And you, 
my, daughter, mould repent of all your evil 
ways, and turn your heart to righteoufftefs, left 
the evil one Ihould not only come again and 
take pofleffion of his former habitation, but 
alfo bring 4^bers; more wicked than himfelf with 
him ; (o that yoqr laft eftate would be worfe 
than thefirft.T .Open youji heart therefore to the 
entrance of faith, and obey the call of grace." 

This edifying addrefs had an effedi: very con- 
trary to what was intended. The authoritative 
air with which he delivered it, and the infinua* 
tions of fome feci et guilt in his exhortation to 
repentance, provoked Jier fpiritj naturally high, 
to fuch a degree, that her anger getting the bet- 
ter of her auonifliment, " Idefire to know, fir, 
{faidfbe, with a look of indignation and con- 
tempt) by what right you prcfume to fpcak to me 
in this infolent manner? Overpowered by vio- 
lence, and out of rcfpe<9: to a perfon whom I 
an^ forry to fee join in fuch an unnatural com-i 
bin?ition, I have fubmitted tq UA^i^ to theincom- 
preheniible nonfipnfe, by which the facred name 
jof the^Deity has been profaned in the ridiculous 
farce, which ypu have been juff a(Sling : but I am 
not under the fame obligation to bear with you." 

. Vol. L L The 
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^ The rerentment that ftifhed fron hercfjre^ 
vrbonfiie beean to ipeak^ had raifed the apprc^ 
henfions of Ue company, that flie had not heesy 
Aifficientlv exorcifed-, which weie too ftrongly 
confirmed by what &e faid : refped, however^, 
if not perhaps fear, prevented their interrupting 
her, till a ume jack-daw that had got up to 
the top of the houfe happening to chatter as he 
fell down the chimney, juft as (he faid thefe IzS 
words, they aU thought the Juggler's prophetic 
fears fulfilled ; and that a l^ion of devils was 
coming to take pofleffion of her, and falling up^ 
on their knees at the fame inftant, the Juggler 
began to run his lore over again in the moft vio«> 
lent agitation ; his fuperftitious imagination tak*-> 
ing the general alarm, while the i^ft hung down 
their heads, nor dared to raife their eyies ror fear 
of feeing fome horrible fight*^ 

CHAP. IX; 

TbeHiftory ofCjEtiA.andSriRt1*}j6iJ concluded. 
The Juggler juggled; and the tnyjiery cleared' 
up ixt lajl. Habit too powerful for convi^ion^ 
7T?e advantage of making the firft ftory good* 

THIS doubled her diftrefsv and almoft com- 
municated the infeSioh to her. The 
terror glaring in all their ghaftJy Iboks coiv- 
vinced her that there was fometbing in their 
condu^Sl more than flie could comprehend, and 
that they did not a^ thus merely to infult and 
fidicule ner as ihe had imagined. Unable there- 
fore 
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fore to refiff her impatience to be informed in 
the meaning of it, iOie fteppted im to her noble 
lover, for ho one dared ta hold ner any longer, 
and addrefluig him with aa earnellnefs that: 
ihewed the anxiety and aftbiiiltiment of her foul, 
and adtfcd not a little to the affright of his, 
^* To ^ou^ my lord, (faid flie) I apply for re- 
lief from an. amazement and perplexity which, 
torture me.almoft to madnefs. What means 
the violence ^vhich haa been offered to me ?; 
What me^s this incomprehenfible behaviour of 
all prefent ? You have given me r'eafon to ima- 
gine I held fome place in your eftcem; by 
that I adjure you not to let me burft in igno- 
rance." 

^^ Though his lord(hip'3 (right was little in- 
ferior to that of the oldeft woman prefent, and 
icarce left him power to comply with her re- 
queft, there was fomething fo ajfefting in this 
application, that he could not refift it. " Ma- 
dam (faid he, looking earneftly at her as he 
arofe from his knees) I hardly know how to 
©bey your commands, for fear of giving you of- 
fence." 

*' Fear not, my lord, ^anfwered fhe, impa- 
tiently) I z(k for information, and defire to be 
told the truth." 

•* Then, madam, I am forry to tell you that 
you were feized in the garden on an opinion: of 
your being at that inftant under the power of 
witchcraft, if not actually poffeffed by fome evil 
ipirit; and to deliver you from ib dreadful a 
fituation was and is the motive of that beha« 
viour at which you feem to be ib much fui'- 
prifed." 

h 2 V Be- 
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« Bewitched! Pofleflcd ! Patience. Kind 
heaven, grant me patience ! What can have 
given occafion to an opinion fo bafely infamous 
andabfurd?" 

** Before he had time to reply, the unlucky 
jackdaw hopped from the chimney, and, with« 
out giving him any warning, peiched upon the 
y«^^/^r's nead, who happened to kneel very near 
with his back toward it, and at the fjme indant 
repeating the tremendous chatter, caught him 
by the nofe, which was thrown up in his ufual 
attitude, as he muttered over his incoherent eja- 
culations. 

*' Such an attack was too dreadful to be borne. 
ThcafFrighied wretch threw himfelf forward on 
the ground, and in the guilty terrors of his 
imagination, thinking all the devils of hell had 
laid hold on him to revenue the infolence of his 
pretcnciing to an authority over them, roared 
out v/ith all his might, *' O fparcme! Spare 
your poor fervant, and I will never give you 
the li^jft difturbance more! Never prefumc to 
offend you by mimickinjg; a power which I too 
well know 1 am not pofleflld oi I Do what you 
pleafe with all the world befide, but fpare your 
faithful indefatigable flave ! Spare me at leaft for 
this time, and take me wholly when 1 die." 

*^ His lorillhip, who by nis having rifen to 
anfwer t^e adjuration of his miftrefs, had an op- 
portunity 01 Teeing the caufe of the poor Juggler's 
fright, the ridiculournefs b" which opened his 
eyes to the abfurdity of the whole fcene, burft 
but into an immodeiate fit of laughter, ih which 
flje join .1 him with all her power. 

As foon as he was able to fpeak, * ** Never 
fear, dodor, (faid he) TU iafure you, for this 

tiiue i 
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time ; your matter has given you the jeprievp 
you defirc, and left this honeft jackdaw to wit- 
nefs the bargain." 

" It is impofEble to exprefs the effecS which 
this fpeech had upon all prefent. They inftantly 
raifed their heads, and turning their eyes to the 
proftrate JuggUr^ faw the jackdaw bufied in 
tearing his wig, which had unluckily tangled 
about his claws. 

** This fight inftantly put an end to all thei,r 
fears : they raifed a peal of laughter that fhook 
the room, which fufHciently informed the un- 
fortunate juggler of his difgrace, who, rifing 
from the ground in the utmolt confufion, flunK 
away without daring to (hew his face, cfpecially 
as he had made fuch a fatal difcovery of his ig- 
norance and impoftures, as it was impofllble for 
his moft inventive afTurance and hypocrify to 
extenuate. 

** But the company was too intent upon other 
matters to take any farther notice of him. As 
foon as the tumult of their mirth, in which all 
ftrove to hide the remembrance of their paft 
folly by their prefent loudnefs, had fubfided, 
they made all poffible apologies to the lady for 
their behaviour, and exprefled the higheft afto- 
nifhment at their own weaknefs, in giving cre^ 
dit to fuch a ridiculous ftory, at the fame time 
fixing their eyes upon his lordfhip as the author 
of it. 

*' This threw him into a very difagreeabic 
fituation. He faw that it was neceliary for 
him to exculpate himfelfj but how ta begin, 
or in what manner to do it, he was utterly at a 
lofs. 

L 3 c« xhe 
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The lady and he ftood looking at each other 
thus, for fome time, till at length her impatience 
made her break filcnce.^ ** I hope, my lord, 
(faid fhe) that you are fatisfied with the fuccefs 
of your exorcifm ; and now that I am reftored 
to myfelf, {hould be glad to know your lord- 
(hlp's reafon for entertaining an opinion riot on- 
ly io injurious to mc, but alfo fo ridiculous in 
itfelf.'* '^ 

'* Madam, (anfwered he, in the Ivigheft cpn- 
fufion) I fee the abfurdity of tiie fcene in th(: 
flrongeft light; and fhould bie fincerely glad 
that the removal of one difficulty convinced mCg 
that the opinion which gave rife to it was as ^1 
grounded as I am fen Able the confequences <^ 
that opinion have been ridtculous.** 

'' For heaven's fake, wh^t can that difficulty 
be, inylordf Speak! Spe^c without rcfervell 
1 hat delicacy which at other times is qecefT^ry:^ 
is improper in fuch cafes as this, and muft give 
place to plainnefs and frncerity. 

** I mean, .-nadam, thofe jnyfteriou? conver- 
fations which you hold in the'fttady waLlk,^&« hefi 
know by ujpat means^ with ah abfent perfon/' 

*' meanu my lord I -— B^ 'whtft mmns / — I 
don't underttand you/*— *— 

*' Such converfations, madam, can t»e lieI4 
only by the ^ffi(lance of evil fpirits, or under the 
illufion of fafcination: this is what I mean» 
madam ! And I wi(h I was not obliged to add^ 
that your manner of ading, at th^ fam^ tiine;^ 
was fo extravagant, th^t nothing but b^ipg 
under fome fycti unhappy influence ran a^coui^jt 
for it," 

It is not eafy toconceive the confufion wit^ 
VrhicH thefe words ftruck hen In the flighti- 

Ae& 
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nefs of a warm imagination^ {he had coifficlered 
this method of holding an ideal Gonverfation^ 
not only as innocent and iafe from jre|>rehenrio!i» 
but alfo as fomething of a refined and elevated 
nature, never fufpe<Sling its being fubjed to fo 
4-idicuIous a conftrucftion, nor indeed giving her- 
felf time to reflc6l, that (he muft certainlv be 
taken notice of one time or other; ,and fome 
fuch wrong conftrodlion put upon ^it, as it was 
impoifible that realbn ever could ikggeft the moft 
4]iftant conje<3ure of the right. 

*< But her ^yes were now opened, andihe 
faw her folly in ite moft mortifying confe- 
<}uences. At firft ihe was undetermined how 
to aA, whether to attempt pafling it off as no 
inore than a mere Whim of her own, mth<mt 
^ny meaning vr deflgn, or candidly to confefs 
the whole 5 foriheiawthe indifpenuble necef- 
iity ihe was under to give fome account or other 
of it. 

" The difficulty was diftreffing; the latter 
<tBuft betray a mynery, which, .as too fublime 
for commoa minds ^o comprehend, would only 
expofe her to farther ridicule ; and the former 
ihe thought would fhcyr a levity and childifh- 
nefs which muft bring her underftanding in 
queftion. 

" This refle£lion determined her. When 
^nce a woman entertains an opkiion'c^ her owa 
4inderftanding, there is nothing which .fhe wiU 
not fajcrifice to j>referve it. ** I find myfelf 
reduced, my lord, (£ud fhe, after fome paufej 
;,to the difasreeable neceffity of difclofing what 
I will own I had rather conceal. The converfa- 
4ions which have given occafion to all this folly 
L 4 and 
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and difturbance, arc fo much out of the com- 
mon way^ that, to fet them in a proper light. It 
will be neceflary to trace them to their original." 

** She then, in a few words, ingenuoufly told 
the whole, in the manner I have related ; and, 
to confirm the truth of her account, produced 
feveral of her friend's letters, making appoint- 
ments for, and fixing the fubjedls of their ima- 
ginary converfations. 

" His lordfhip, who, from the cirbumftanccs 
he knew, though for obvious reafons he had 
thought proper to conceal his knowledge of them, 
was convinced that (he had told the truth, afked 
her pardon in the politeft manner for the part he 
had unwittingly a£ted in the afFair, and wad fo 
charmed with her ingenuity, and the delicacy and 
fublimity of her fentiments, that he left heri ten 
times more in love than ever/' 

'* But when he came in a cooler moment tb 
refleft on the charaiSer of her friindy and the 
unhappy confequcnces of utter lofs of reafon, 
which fuch a flightinefs of imagination might 
too probably end in, even though his other ap- 
prehcnfions could be removed, prudence pre- 
vailed upon him, to put a violence upon his in- 
clinations, and break off, while it was yet in his 
power, fo dangerous a connexion, 

** As to the lady, her mind was fo much taken 
up with her darfing folly, that inftead of being 
cured of it by all this vexation and difgrace, (he 
immediately gave her friend zn account of the 
whole, and appointed a meeeting that very even- 
ing in her clofet, to enjoy a laugh together at fo 
whimfic^l an affair, 

" From 
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** FFom that time (he has dreamed away her 
life in the manner you faw, an a^folute Want In 
the creation, ufeleft to herfelf and all the world ; 
fo unaccountable a flory raifl'ng fuch a preju- 
dice againft' her, that ho one ever fought an aU 
liance with her aften 

^^ Nor were the bonfeqiiences of it mucK 
l^fs difagreeable to her friend. The yuggf^r^ 
who was fehfible that he had ^totally forfeited his 
influence in that family 1^ the unfortunate ad- 
venture of the jack-daw, was refolved to obviate 
the efFe<5 of their telling the ftory, and be re- 
venged' for the mirth they had indulged at his 
expeijce, by making fuch a reprefent^tion of the 
whole asftiould throw the burthen entirely upon 
them, ' .-...! 

" Accordingly, the very next mornihgi hp 
entertained his flock with a n>oft melancholy 
tale of a lady of diftin<Slion's being bewitched 
by a certain gentleman, and holding [ frequent 
converfations with him, in his abfence, by the 
affiftance of an evil fpirit, under whofe domi- 
nion he had put her ; and how he himfelf had 
offered to deliver her by the power of his 
prayers; but that her friends, out of a perverfe 
pride, had refufed his afliftance, and affedled to 
make a jeft of the affair; and then, with the^ 
higheft appearance of piety and compafllon for, 
(b deplorable a cafe, offered up a long and /er- 
vent prayer for her deliverance. 

'* This reprefentation he knew would pre- 
poffefs his followers in his favour, and prevent 
their giving credit to any thing that might be 
faid to his difadvantage, however notorious and 
true: and though he did not di redly tell the 
perfons names, he, as if without defign, gave 
L 5 lUch. 
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fuch a defcription of them, that no one could be 
at a lofs tp If now whom he meant. 

^ This ftoi^^ as heintendi^ was.mduftriqitf- 
1y propagat^d^ with the adyan^g^ oj^ Aich cir- 
cumfta];\c'es as every rd.at^r t^hqu^^ PJSB^I \? 
add ; in confequenCe oif which |ioJ. oiiTy'tijB 
tady was afhamed to >^iew he^ face, but ^^re 
was sUTo iucli a prejudice r^ije^ ?£^^^ ^^ 
^/f»d^ tbaf for a long time h/^ wsu! in^jtea ^d 
xeViled by ^he' mo)^ in th^ mo^ ?H^ 

j\cr whcneyer he ferred out, an4 more tSian 
once was in danger of; having his xnnocenp6 put 
to the teft of a dtpptt^-y the ideformity. of his 
pjcrfon unhappily ajre^ing with the idea whick 
the vdlgaf ehtiertatncdof witches, and confirm- 
ing tkclr prej\idicie againft him ; while by tHIs 
addrefsof making good the firftftory, th^Tecret 
by which he had ^7ong fupported bimfelf a^inft 
the force of nutnberlefs deteftions of the blackeft 
nature, the JuggUr\\2Li the fatisfadion to fee his 
enemies*overwhelmed with a ftroke which he 
Jiad fo dextroufly fliifted from bis own head.*' 
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^fftrmk appearanctt cf the ^aim aijeSf fan in 
(Uffertnt lights. A yAimJical reftefmttuion 9f 
tSe laji efforts of gallantry^ t$ntb atbir no If/i 
. curious mattert. 

^ ^\rOM may perhaps have a curidfity (co«- 
JL tinued the fpirit) to fee one who has 
aded a part in every refped^ fo extraordinary as 
this ge^idemaa. Behold him yonder; and ac- 
•Icnowledge the power of a wit able to congucr 
the antipathies of jiatvre, and .m2k& fuch a per- 
fon the objeftof a tender paffion/' 

The aftonifhment with which the fight ef 
:>him ftruck me is not to be conceived. Though 
I was prepared to expefi an appeiarance remark- 
rably diiagreeable, my imagination had never 
framed aa idea of .fuch abfolute deformity as 
-now met my eyes. The defcription would be 
toodifgtiiHng. Turning from him haftily, ** Is 
it poffible, O my guide, (faid 1} that this can 
have been the objetS^ for whom that beautl^ous 
creature facrificed her happinefs? I have feen 
too many inftances of the frailty and capriciouf* 
nefs of the female heart ; but never did I think 
they could rife fo high as this before.** 

" View him again, (feid he, touching my 
eyes with his wand) and then let me hear your 
/cntimcnts," 
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^' O gracious fpirit ! (exclaimed I, in a trans- 
port) what lovely creature can. this be i Such 
beauty never did my eve» behold^ before this 
moment. What grace f What elegance ! 
And then the unbounded generous benevo* 
lence ! — —That fpirited feniibiltty and fire ! — ► 
Sure he mud be the mailer- piece of nature ! 
Some favourite work of heaven, to fhew man- 
kind an inflance of perfedion.-' 

^^ Such is the light! (anfwered he with a 
fmile, as he touched my eyes again with the 
wand, and reftored the gentleman to his former 
appearance) fuch is the light in which his writ- 
ings leprefent him ; and fo does the brilliancy 
of his wit dazzle the delighted imagination, and 
make his very defc(Sls appear perfediions. I havie 
given you this view of him,, to convi^ice you of 
the error of judging too^haftily from the firft ap-. 
pearance. Not that you are to give too implicit 
credit to this either. To form a proper judg-. 
ment of a man, his actions muft be confidcred j 
and though the motive may in reality often alter 
the intrinnc merit even of tbefe, the error will 
be pardonable. Obferve his prefcnt employ- 
ment, and it will give you a juft idea of his 
charader. Such parts of his paft life as may 
illudrate this, and afford inflrudive entertain- 
ment, I will afterwards draw a (hort fketch of.'* 

On turning my eyes then to the gentleman, 
I faw him in the moft whimfical fituation pof- 
fiblfi to be ,conceived. He was fitting up in his 
bed, wrapped in flannels, and fupported by bol- 
fters, with a writing-table before him, fixed up- 
on a frame that iftpod acrpfs the bed, to prevent 
its bearing on his feeble knees. 
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On this lay an heap of love-letters, odes, and 
.fonnets, the fubjefts of whiph were fo il) fuited 
to his condition, that they almoft feemed to be 
a fatire'on it, at the fame time that he perufed 
them with an appearance of pleafure, which 
made his very infirmities ridiculous, every at«- 
tempt at laughter being echoed by a gJFoan, 
every feeble fmile foll6^Ye<^ by a frown of 
agopy. ,.■ ; ' . . 

As fobn as h^ had read them through with 
attention, he redined his head updn his- Ihouir 
.der, and, fliutting his eyes, fell into a medita- 
tion on the manner in which he (hould anfwer 
them. ., 

When he had mufed for fome moments in 
this pofture, " Sylvia f r-^{{z\d he^^ thinking 
aloucr) Sylvia f — Aye, the begins. — Rapture's 
and fire for hqr l^-r-Da^on mufl; preft her hornet 
Youth and luxuriant beahli require a bold ad.- 
drefs.. The thought will warm" me, elevate 
my fancy ! — O my (houjder ?— ^My back too !'* 
Then calling to a fervant, ** Fetch me another 
blanket. The cold fhoo^s through me. There ! 
That will do ! — So mjuch for Sylvia! (conti- 
nuing his former foliloquy) Who comes next? 
— C?W««/7.— Wanton baggage ! -^Aimret muft 
wooe in double entendre ! Lewdnefs fcarce wrapt 
in gauze niuft be his cue. — This cholic — Oh ! 
•—Some cordial ! Fill the glafs. O my bowels ! 
-»— So. Nowrmbettec.-^i^ — ^. Then iot Pamela. 
I'm tired of Mufidorm. I muft drop her. That 
unimpalfioncd fentimental ftrain gives me the 
hip. rd fooner write a {crmon-^Chlos/ — 
^ucinda f*—Phillis /--- Aye. They'll come of 
Qourfe ! 1 need not ftudy much for them." 

Having 
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Having ran over the lift of hi$ (;orrerpond«nts 
in this manner^ he dir^ftly began to anfwer , 
them, as faft as the frequent interruptions of 
his various pains and aches wouTd rpenpit. 

It is inconceiveable vi^ith v^h^t sidcbefs. and 
ifpirit he aflunxecl all thefe di(Ferent charadctrs, iu 
'ftite'of the repugnancy of nature, in his en- 
iieebJed tortured ftat^ tO ^very fenfation of plea- 
sure. Gay, grave, or lobfeJy tight, coldly 
.ajpiorqus,, pipus^ or prpfane^ h^ waj? e.ycsiy thing 
TtQ eygry (vi?^' a^cjording to the p^rt 4\c undex- 
ttook. . . • 

The &t4gue of fuch a talk was too grea£. ' Aa 
foon as it was finifhed, his fpirits railed hioiy 
■and he funk back upon the bed, where he lay 
in more than infant imbeciUtyy while his 
-fervant removed .the 'writing^ tabfcj^ andloclped 
«p his works. 

** What think you/fiQW (fai4 my guide) of 
4he volubih.ty of human genius ? — Of the power 
^f imagination to create its own iiappinefs ?" 

<< It is impoffible (anfwered I) not to admire 
jfuch abilities, though the tife they are put to 
.almoft takes off thei^ merit : for, what can be 
'Conceived 'more ridiculous and difgufting than 
40 fee old age mimicking the le\4ties df youth, 
-and pretenoing paiHons which it can na longer 
feel. ; paffions too powerful of themfelves with- 
fput fuch irritation, and to which nature, that 
inakes thijir impulfe irreOftible,,.prcfcribes myf' 
teripus privacy. and reftraint." 

•' Yet fuch (replied, the fpirit) has "been the 
conftant bufinefs of his life, and to this foolifh 
•vicious vanity have abilities been proftituteU, 
'Which proper application would have made an 
honour to himfeli^ and an advantage to hk 

xountnju 
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country. Sometimes, it is true, he has broke 
the chains of this infatuation, and given in- 
d|anc^ of the moH; cij^M pov^ers wi virtuo^ 
of tha human mind ; butthe force of habit foon 
funk him dowKi agaii^ to, his. former folly, and 
the glory of thefe ihort emerfions, like Kghte^- 
ing: flafliiAg threugk the darkneft of the nighty 
jfomtd onTy ta £ew hie indolence in a more 
)ftrikine light. 

<A You have feisn^e-nuiriber^f fonnets and 
«piftles he has -now wi;ote in varied cba^u9er^ 
and to various perfons, and juftly reprefc^ended 
ithe folly of an ^mufement fo incbnfiftent v/ith 
•his prefent ft^ te, fo much beneath bis ti^ttor 
reafon. 

" But how much highet ftill willtyou^'iq4igr 
natron rife when yoa Jcnow, that of all tho^9 u^ 
writing to whom he thus confumes the few rcr 
'tnainiug momeuts of bis life, two only have^any 
. exiftencis out of his own imagination. Calis 
whom you -have juft now ketij and one morc> 
whofe vices have been a difgrace to her fex^ 
though, to indulge his abfurd vanity^ be QxQW^ 
vtbefe labours of hojs folly as the genuine produce 
of a real correfpondence. 

** The hiftory of the 'former you already 
know ; that of the other, though not fo ipuc$ 
out of conmion Kfc, is filled with incidents 
which would afford abundant matter of enter- 
tainment, were vthey not foreign to our prqfent 
purpofe. One <inly rn which this gentleman 
was concerned I will relate, as^t illuftrates hjs 
xharadter in the firongeft light," 
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Jnecdotesof a celibrated female. A fencer fnUd 
at his own weapons. Secret, of a correfpondence 
not fo uncommon as unaccountable ; with ajftritr 
ing in/lance of .vicious vanity. A newfcene. 

S celebrated female was one wbonr 
her vices of every kind had reduced to 
the necei&ty of (Iriving to fubfift by ftratagenr^ 
when debauchery had anticipated old age, and 
worn off the bloom of thofe beauties which had 
been the firft caufe of her fall, and the price of 
whofe prqilitution had fince afforded her a 
wretched fupport. 

" In the promifcuous acquaintance of fuch a 
life, ftie happened to fall into the company of 
this gentleman, and, readily forming an idea of 
his charafter, judged that he was a proper fub- 
jc£l for her to try her talents on. 

' " Accordingly (he wrote bim a letter, pra- 
feiSng a paflipn, the extr^prdinarinefs of which 
for fuch an oh\t8t fhe palliated by praifing the 
charms of his mjnd, and turning the imaginary 
advantages of external beauty into the moft de- 
licate and poignant ridicule \ and prcpofing a 
correfpondence, on cuudition oF his giving her 
an inviolable afiurance, that he never would 
take any methods to firid her out,, as it was ab- 
folutely impr lliliic (or them to have any perfonal 
intercourfe whatfoever, g ive him an addrcfs, by 
which fhe took care it fhouldnot be in his power 
to trace her. 

«* This 
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* '' This was attacking him at his own wea- 

f)ons. The vivacity and wit difplayed in. her 
etter ; for nature had been as liberal to her in 
the endowments of mind as in the beauties of 
fpjm ; and her way of life, which had worn out 
the latter, ferved only to poliih and give . a 
keennefs to the former, furprifed and charmed 
him beyond expreflioni Befides, myftery doubles 
the pleafure of intrigue, by giving fcope to.the 
imagination inceflantly to frame new fchemes 
of delight, and keeping the attention always 
fixed. He therefore readily accepted her oftr, 
and begun a correfpondence, in the courfe of 
which uie ralfed his deilres fo high, |^for he was 
aot then quite funk into his prefent fbte of de- 
crepitude) and played with^theairo artfully, 
fometimes feeiiiing to difcover an inclination, 
and then ftarting difficulties as from virtue, and 
giving equivocal hints of dependence in her 
circumftances, that (he led him infenfibly to 
make' her moft liberal offers, if (he would only 
indulge him with ah interview oh terms of the 
ftrifleft honour 5 and, to remove every doubt of 
the fincerity of his intentions, figned his pro* 
pofal regularly with his own name ; the corre- 
fpondence between them having been till then 
carried on under the iiditious ones of Corydon 
and Phyllis. 

*^ Though this w^s direcStly what fbe aimed 
at, fbe ftill affected diS^cultjes, and expre0ed 
doubts to preferve appearance^, and dra^y him 
to explain and confirm his propofal? beyond 9 
poffibility of retraSlioii ojr pyafiqn ; and then a}: 
length complied with his defire of an interview, 
with all the diffidence of virgin modefty, th^ 

coy 
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^^, reluSiant^ amorous delay of unexperienced 
young dcfire. 

'* Kaifed to the highcft pinnacle of expeAa* 
tion by diis mansgement, bis aftonifiiment may 
be eaiily conceived, when he met an old ac* 
•<}uaintance at the place of aflignation. His dif- 
appointment was fo great, that he flared at her 
for fooie momenta l>efore he could believe his 
fenfts. 

*' But (he foon convinced him that he was no 
longer under a miftake. Throwing berfeif at 
hi3.feet, fte conjured him to pardon i deception 
which neceffity and hopeleft love equally fug- 
gefted ; and, wretched a$ b^ muft know btf 
circvmiftances to be^ offered to return him all 
hh letters, and depend entirely on bis genero- 
fity, if he would only allow hef to eniov per* 
(bnalty that place an bis efteem whicn ne had 
honoured her correfpondence with; and ap- 
pealed to all her letters, if (he had beeneuilt^ 
of any other deceit than that tacite one of not 
fevealing herfelf diccflly 5 or had given him juft 
resffon to form any particular expedation from 
this meeting, in wnich be could fay he MFasdii^ 
appointed. 

** She was fuffici^ntly acquainted with him 
to be convinced of^ 'her (afety, in making this 
offer. His an^)le fortune raifed him above re* 
^ard to money 5 and no human heart ^cycr 

Slowed with a more benevolent xeadinefs to 
ifpenfe it to the relief of the diflreffed; Be- 
:{ide, fliould he fhew any defign to take an un- 
jgenerous advantage of this confidence, there 
was a material dinerenc^ between aSually riv- 
ing up bis letters, and making fuch an ottcrj 
^which ihe could eaiUy retrad, 

"It 
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** It was fome time before he recovered him- 
ielf fiifficiently to give hy a« anfwcr, M 
length, havipg weighed every circumftance dif- 
p^lEonately, he raifed her from the ground, 
and fmiling, with a beneficence that diffipatcd 
all her doubts, " Make no apology, madam^ 
(faid he), for a device that has afforded mt the 
hi^heft pleafure I have ever enjoyed. All man- 
kind vvears a niafk s and happy are they to . 
whom the pulHng it off proves no ;greater difr 
advantage. If I h^ve Ih^wn.any furpriz;e U 
leeipg you, it was only at my own inattention^ 
that had not before difcovered the beauties of 
your mind in fo much converfation as we havfs 
fiad together/* 

*' He then afllired her of "his friendibip> and 
in retur^f^ for the generous offer £he had made 
him of reftoring bis letters, gave her a confi- 
deraWe fum of money, to fettle her affairs ; 
which Ihe preferred to an annuity, that might 
^rove precarious/* 

** Since that time ihe has been, though pri- 
vately, bis principal correfpondent in different 
fbaraftersii whi(;h tka affumes with as much 
•cafe as himfclf» to give variety and afford m^at- 
tfir for agreeable furpriTie, the pleafure of which 
he nev^r fail? to reward UberaJly on the difco- 
very : ikun flie \s ih^ <Jyttthia, 04/^, Conftcm^ 
tiaf Phrynej Phillis^ &c. of hi$ mufe i and ior 
dopd (ends him all the letters hp fl^ews with fuch 
ofteotatton as from different perfpns, excej^ 
^fe he ciftcn does hicofelf the honoiir of writing 
tQ himfelf, 'CaKa\ being in general ioo particur 
lar for publick infpeftion. 

^^ In one Inffance only has their correfpon- 
4wce beeq made public^ which was by her ad->- 

dreffin^ 
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drefling to him a fpecious apology for the par* 
ticular vice of her profeffion, in which fhe lef- 
fens the merit, if not denies the neceffity, of the 
oppofite virtue that has ever been efteemed the 
indifpenftble teft of female honour. His ac- 
cepting fuch an addrefs at a time of life when 
the fubje^l of it was meer matter of fpeculation 
to him, is a- (Irong, though not uncommon in- 
ftance of the force of vicious habit, which can 
thus influence old age to a ridiculous vanity of 
infmuating a tafte for the mod reprehenuble 
pleafures of youth, by countenancing them in 
theory, after the praftice is become impof- 
fible. 

^* But the greateft danger of this infatuation 
is, when it fixes upon a particular obie<3. Its 
force, which before was weakened by ciifperflon, 
is then colleded into one point, ana the extra- 
vagance of its efFe£1:s encreafes in proportion at 
the abilities for its gratification fail/' 
. " Obferve that perfon walking in deep me- 
ditation, by the fide of yonder flre.im. The 
fituation he it in at this very moment is one oiF 
the mofl ftriking inflances nature has ever 
Ihewn of the difficulty of {baking off the afcen- 
dency which loofe, lafcivious blandifhments 
and female artifice will infenfibly gain over the 
heart, in fpite of the flrongeft admonitions of 
reafon and virtue. 

" While he is forming a refolution on his 
fleadinefs, in which depends the crifis of his 
fate, ril give you a few general fk^tches of his 
pad life, as far as is necefTary to explain his 
prefent perplexity," 

CHAP. 
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CHAP- XII. 

Jccount of a remarkable per/on. Common confer 
quences of a common connexion* The fcene 
changed. A good partner often helps out a bad 
game. , 

*< TTIS youth opened with every profpeft 
jn of happineis and glory, which an ex- 
alted rank and the moft promifing abilities of 
mind could prefent ; nor did his rifing years 
difappoint the moft fangulne hopes formed of 
him, till an unlawful paffion^ after his IhadoW 
had begun to lengthen in the vale of life, poi- 
fbned his domeftic peace, and gave his mind a 
Jooferturn. 

<*" Happening to go to one of the fcenes of 
public entertainment with which this place 
abounds, he was ftruck with fomething in the 
appearance of one of the female performers. 
Curiofity to know whether her converfation 
was equally agreeable with her looks prompted 
him to intimate a deiire of fitting half an hour 
in her company, after her performance was 
ended. His rank raifed him above refufal ; ihe 
received his invitation as an honour, and ex* 
erted her powers of pleafing to fuch advantage, 
that, though he had not the leaft intention oT 
entering ihto any particular conhcdipn with 
her when he dcfired this interview^ before tbey 
parted he propbfed" to her to quit lier prefent 
precarious occupation, and live' with hrm. 

The 
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(faid he, embracing him with ardour,) my friend 
js come in an happv mon-.ent to confirm the re- 
folution of my foul : I fee at length the fatal 
error into which I have unwarily fiiUen, and am 
determined to avoid iti fnares for the future. 
That wretched woman fhall no longer lead my 
heart aftray/'— 

<< Hear, gracious heaven ! faid the good old 
man, dropping upon his knees and raifing his 
hands and eyes in extafy), and ratify that refo- 
lution." — Then catching his hand, and pref- 
fing it eagerly to bis lips, ** O my friend ! — 
niy fon ! " — fobbed he, while the big t^ars rol- 
led down his jeverend cheeks, and choakcd his 
utterance. 

Such eloquence was not to be reflfted. *« My 
friend ! — my father? " anfwered the gentleman, 
falling infenfibly on the good man's neck, 'and 
mingling tears of piety and joy in the honeft 
over-flowing of his heart. 

After fome moments fpent in this Glent rap- 
ture, "' infatuated wretch that 1 was ((aid the 
gentleman, raifm^ the other tenderly in his arms) 
to flight the friendly admonitions which my con- 
fcious foul read in thy troubled looks : how 
could I give tha^ worthy heart fuch pain ! " 

*' Name it not, my fon (anfwered he, in a 
voice of extafy) think not of any thing that I 
have fufFtied. '1 his bicfled account of thy re- 
turn to virtue has amply overpaid ii alK May 
hepvcn enable you to keep this facred refplution, 
fo worthy of your truly-noble heart ; and I have 
nothing more to wifli for in this life." 

** Fear not! (replied the gentleman) your 
friend fhall never a<ft unv.crihy of himfelf again ! 
Ihall never more difgrace your virtuous care. 

This 
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This is not a fudden guft of paflion. Reafon 
and virtue, which have infpired the thought, 
will bear me through the execution. Never 
will I enter yonder monument of my folly, 
(pointing to a fumptuous houfe which he. had 
built for his miftrefs) till the forcerefs is remov- 
ed. The enchantment under which Ihe held 
me is at laft diflblved, and I am my own maf- 
tor again : nor is this all j I will go this mi- 
nute, and offer my heart and hand to one who 
will do honour to my choice: you flaall accom- 
pany me, plead for your friend, and be furety 
for the immovable firmnefs of my refolution, 
my truth and honour. A fervant can deliver a 
mandate of my difmiifion to that unhappy crea>- 
ture." 

" Saying this, he fteppcd into his chariot, 
which he had ordered to attend him there ; 
and taking the venerable old man with him, 
drove to the lady's houfe, on whom he had in- 
fecret fixed to be the partner of his life, where 
he urged his fuit fo powerfully, and was fo well 
aflifted by his advocate, that as reafon could fug- 
geft no objeftion to the fair one, and her heart 
really felt none from inclination ; (he (hewed 
her aflent to his propofal as far as was confiftent 
with the forms obfcrved on fuch delicate occa- 
fions. 

*' Flulhed with this fuccefs, as foon as ever 
he went to his ov/n hOufe, he fent a peremptory 
mefTage to his miftrefs, to quit her prefent habi- 
tation direftly, and retire to dime other better 
fuited to her condition, promifmg to make fuch 
a provifion for her future fupport as (hould place 
her above the temptations of neceflity, in which 
.iie found her, i( her ready obedience to this order. 

Vol. L M and 
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and regular condu<^ for the remainder of her 
life fhould merit fuch a favour. In a cooler 
moment, he would have found it difficult to 
fend fo har(h a mefTage j but his fpirits were 
now up, and he could think of nothing but the 
bappinefs he had in view in his intended mar- 
riage. 

** This was a ftroke for which his miftrefs 
was. quite unprepared. Her aftonifhment there- 
fore at receiving fuch an order may be eafily 
conceived. At firft fhe doubted the authenticity 
of it, and threatened the fervant with his maf- 
ter*s fcvereft wrath for fuch an infolent abufe of 
his name : but when his perfifting in it convinced 
her of the fallacy of fuch an hope, fhe refolved 
to try all pofEble means to avert the misfortune ; 
and as (he was free from every attachment of 
perfonal regard that might have made grief dif- 
turb her mind, her ready genius foon fuggefted 
the moftefFe£lual one to her. 

*' Accordingly, the firft thing fhe did was 
to gain the fervant to her intereft by a con« 
fiderable bribe, and promifes of farther favour, 
when this ftorm fhould blow over j the fud- 
den, and groundlefs violence of which, fhewed, 
fhe faid, that it could not laft ; and then giv- 
ing him inftru£Uons what to fay to his maf- 
ter, prepared to adl her own part in this im- 
portant fcene, according to the fuccefs he met 
with, 

** The gentleman, as foon as the fervant re- 
turned, naturally enquired how (he had received 
his mcffage: " Sir, (faid the fellow, who had 
put on a melancholy look, and now fighed as 
from the bottom of his heart) fhe at firft could 
fcarce believe what I faid i but when I had re- 
moved 
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rnoved her doubt, (be lifted up her eyes for fome 
moments without fpeaking a word, and then fell 
into a fit, from which I thought fhe never would 
recover : however, flie came to herfelf at laft ; 
and when a Ihower of tears had given her heart 
fome eafe, and fhe was able to fpeak, " Tell 
your mafter, faid the dear lady, as flie fat upon 
the floor, that it is my duty to obey his orders, 
be they what they will ; though I little thought 
ever to have received fuch as thcfe, and in fo 
fcornful and cruel a manner. Sure he might 
have fpoke to me himfelf, without expofing me 
to fervants ! But I have tio right to complain : 
God blefs him and prolper him in all his ways ;" 
— and then (he wept a^aln, and wrung her hands 
in fuch agony it would have melted an heart of 
Hone. — Saying this, the fellow wiped his eyes 
which had been well onioned for the purpofe, 
and hung dowxi his head, as if he was overcome 
with grief. 

" Jt is impoffible to defcribe the gentleman's 
Situation when he received this account. He was 
affefted by her diftrefs in the fevereft manner. 
The generous humanity of his heart would have 
fhared in the fufferings of his greateft enemy, 
what then muft he have felt at thofe of one 
whom he had fo lately been accuftomed to think 
of with the tendereft regard ! His delicacy alfo 
was hurted at having fcnt fuch a moflage in fuch. 
a manner, and he difdained the thought of ex- 
erting authority with rigour, where refiftance 
v/as impoffible. In a word, though his refolu- 
tjon was not abfolutely overturned, he fecretly 
l)egan to wifli, that he had not been fo precipi- 
tate in putting it in execution. 

M 2 The 
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« The fervant faw the confli<9 in his heart; 
and, faithful to the truft he had bafely under- 
taken, as foon as he was difmifTed from his pre* 
fence, flew to acquaint her with it. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Looking hack often dangerous, . Female artifice iri" 
umphant over reafon and virtue. The natural 
confrquences of this. A remarkable injiance of 
the eJJeSi of complying with thefajhion. 

** /TT^ HIS account coufirmed her wavering 
J^ hopes ; fhe refolved not to lofe a mo- 
ment, but ftrive to improve the impreffion 
which her aflbciate had thus fortunately made 
in her favour, before the unknown motive of 
her difgrace fliould have time to counteradl it. 
AccoiHii:g.!y fhe went dirc6Hy to his houfe, and 
as he had iiv;t taLen the precaution to forbid her 
admifljon^ ruflied into the room where he was, 
in a weJl-imitated phicnzy, threw herfelf at his 
k^tj and embraced his knees, in all the apparent 
agony of heart which the fondcfl: dcfpair could 
didate, before he ^o Aw poffibly prevent her. 

** There is noiijn^ more dangerous than look- 
ing back to for:i;er fcencs of pleafurc 5 it (bf- 
tens the mind, and makco it long for a repeti- 
tion of the.'.!. The account of her diftrefs had 
awakened his cou.jyaifion, mcl he was unde- 
fignediy rum. .)i», owr all the engaging qualities 
and foft endearments whi^h had given him 

Atch 
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fuch delight the very moment fhe entered the 
room. 

If the defcrlptlon could afFeft him fo ftrongly, 
what then mull he not feel from the fight ? He 
was not proof to fuch an attack. All his refolu- 
tion vanifhed in an inftant j he raiftd her from 
the ground, and, embracing her tenderly, re- 
ftored her to the empire of his hieart with ten- 
fold the authority ftie had poflciTed before. 

** The only difficulty that remained was how 
to break ofF his engagements with the lady, 
whom he had juft paid nis addrefles to in fo fe- 
rious and public a manner : as for his friend, he 
concluded rightly, that after this relapfe he fhould 
never fee him more. 

** He was not long at a lofs. Even in fo de- 
licately diftreffing an affair as this, his foul de- 
teflcd difingenuity, and he refolved to make her 
admire his candour at leaft, though fhe might 
blame his ficklenefs. Accordingly he wrote her 
a letter next morning, to tell her, that upon ex- 
amining his heart more nearly, he found ano- 
ther had taken fuch ftrong polTeifion of it, that 
it was not in his power to give it with his hand j 
wherefore he thought the Tatter alone unworthy 
of her acceptance, nor fhould prefume to prefs 
the offer of it any farther. 

'* The lady's indignation was equal to her fur- 
prife, at fo defpicable an inflance of levity : fhe 
thought it beneath her to return ananfwer to fuch 
a letter, or take any notice of the writer 5 to 
fliew her perfect indifference and contempt for 
whom fhe foon after liflened to the addrefles of 
another. 

" As for him, his condition became worfe than 

ever. According to the common though mif- 

M 3 taken 
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taken notion of over-bearing contempt, he glo* 
ried in his difgraceful folly, which he canted 
to ten times more extravagant excefles than be- 
fore^; while (he, convinced that he had now 
fattened his chains too ftrongly ever to be ihaken 
off, returned his fondnefs with indifference, and 
at the very time that flie was making him the 
dupe of her mercenary defigns, took every oc- 
calion of treating him with infolence and ty- 
ranny. 

*' The confequence of this was natural. Def- 
titnte of domefiic peace, robbed of the approba- 
tion of hiis own mind, and confcious of the con- 
tempt of every man of fenfe and virtue, he grew 
carelefs of himfelf, his affairs ran to confufion 
;ind ruin, and his name became a by-wordamong 
all his acquaintances." — 

" O my guide, (faid I, fliocked at Ip deplor- 
able a fall) how powerful are the wiles of wo- 
man ! How dangerous is it for a man to let her 
get an afcendency over him ? If once he refigns 
the reins which nature wifely put into his hands, 
I fee that it is impoffible for him ever to refume 
them again, and aflert the juft prerogatives of 
his fuperior ftation !" 

" It may perhaps be too much to fay that it 
is abfolutely impoffible ; (anfwered he) though 
many circumftances concur to make the at- 
tempt moft difficult. Prefuming on his greater 
ftrength, man thinks it beneath him to be up- 
on his guard againft her, till fhe has taken fuch 
firm pofleffion of her authority, that it appears 
lefs painful to fuffer, than firuggle to Oxakc 
ofF a tyranny whofe chains are riveted fo fa(^. 
Or, fhould he venture on the attempt, fiie 
makes her very weaknefs a defence, and ex« 

pe& 
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pefls to be let conquer, becaufe fhe is unable to 
refift, throwing herfelt' upon a generofity to which 
her own heart is a ftranger. The event is gene- 
rally in.?re favourable than fhe deferves ; and a 
falfe tenJernefs permits her to retain a power 
which falfe fecurity fiillgave her an opportunity 
to ufurp. 

*^ But the fevereft cafe is to be governed by 
a woman who is herfclf a flave to any particular 
vice, or folly. To break the double chain is a 
difiiculty few have refolution to attempt; and 
fewer have attempted with fuccefj. 

" Of this you may behold a ftriking inftance 
in yonder houfe, which prefents you with a 
fcene of fuch confufion. That gentleman whom 
you fee in all the apparent agitation of the moft 
determined wrath, gave his heart and hand to- 
gether to the lovely woman who fits befide him 
melted into tears. The advantage of the match, 
according to the mercenary maxim which pre- 
vails at prefcnt, was on her fide; but love over- 
looked fuch mean confiderations, and he thought 
his elevated rank received honour from her par- 
ticipation. 

*' Her heart felt all the ardour of fo generous 
a paflion ; fhe devoted herfelf entirely to his 
happinefs, and, by her obfcquious attention to 
every motion of his will, gained fuch an influ- 
ence over him, that he foon forgot he had any 
•will of his own, and refigned himfelf abfolutely 
and folely to her direction, pleafed with a yoke 
which fondnefs would not let him feel the 
weight of, 

" From the firfl dawn of reafon in her mind, 
fhe had ever exprefTed the flrongefl diflike to 
the idle drudgery of play ; but now the tyranny 
M 4 oP 
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of fafhion obliged her to give into a pradice 
which was become the cement of fociety, the 
general bufinefs of genteel life. Example can 
ioften prejudice, and habit even reconcile anti-^ 
pathies. The reluflance with which fhe com- 
plied with this Guftom foon wore off, and (he 
entered into the very fpirit of gaming with an 
avidity that exceeded her former averfion. 

*' Her huiband, whofe heart happily was un- 
tainted with this fatal vice, was alarmed at a 
madnefs which he fav/ in all its dreadful confe- 
quences. He knew the rich muft always lofc ; 
the numbers who are deftitute of any other 
means of fubfiftence, befide their expertnefs ia 
the myfteries of play, making a property of their 
folly 5 and experience had fliewn him to what 
black expedients women will have recourfe to 
repair their loffes, how debts of honour are too 
olten paid with honour itfelf. He refolved there- 
fore to take the firft opportunity to warn her 
againft indulging a paiTion, the apprchenfion of 
v/liofc confequences gave him fo much pain; 
judging that his advice would have more weight 
when it fhould feem to arife from fome immedi- 
ate caufe, than if obtruded abruptly, or offered 
only in cool fpeculation. 

" Nor did he long wait for the occafion he 
defired. Obferving an uncommon uneafinefs " 
in his wife's looks one morning as they fat 
alone at' breakfaft, he enquired what was the 
caufe of it, with all the tender anxiety of love. A 
guilty blufli overfpread her face ; flie hung down 
her head in the utmoft confufion, and could 
fcarce find fpirit to fay, on the moft earneft 
entreaty, that fhe had loft a fum of money at 
play the night before, which (he could not pay 

with.- 
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without his affiftance, her private ftipend, ample 
as his love had made it, having all lunk in the 
fame gulph before. 

** The pain (he evidently felt at making this 
difcovery, flattered him with ah hope that fhe 
would for ever after avoid the occafion of it. 
He therefore would not aggravate her concern 
by faying any thing juft Sien ; but giving her 
the money fhe had loft, and an additional fup- 
ply for her own necefTary occafions, told her, 
with a look of inexpreflible tendernefs, that fhe 
fhould never feel any uneafincfs in his power 
to remove. 

** However, not entirely to mifs fo favourable 
an opportunity, he took occafion next morn- 
ing, from fomelate occurrences of a fimilar kind 
among his own acqu'aintances, to exprefs his 
difapprobation of that pernicious practice in the 
ftrongeft terms, and drew the confequences of 
it in To black a light, that, unable to bear the 
reproaches of her own confcience, fhe burft into 
tears, and, falling on her knees, implored his 
pardon in the moft aiTedling manner, 

" Rejoiced at this behaviour, which he 
thought a proof of her concern for what fhe had 
informed him of the day before, and an happy 
afTurance of her never falling into the fame er- 
ror any more, he raifed her from the ground, 
and, embracing her tenderly, told her he had not 
fpoken in allufion to arw thing paft, which he 
had thought no more of fince, and hoped that no 
future inltance of the kind fhould ever recal it to 
his remembrance. 

*' This was more than fhe was able to bear* 

She funk down upon her knees a^^ain, and, as 

foon as a flood of tears had given -her utterance, 

M 5. owned 
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owned in terms of the warmeft contrition, that,, 
tempted by a hope of recovering her former lofs,. 
fhe had ventured to play again the night before, 
but with the fame fuccefs, having not only loft 
all the monev he bad given her,, but added con- 
fiderably to ner debt mo. 

xxxxxxxooooooocxxxxxx 

CHAP. XIV. 

fyifr/e luck J and more of it. A mw method for 
breaking a had habit. Travellers ofien return 
without their errand.. 

" T*^HE huffiand'saffoniflimentand diffrcft 
X at this unexpe£led news may be eafiiy 
conceived. He flood fome moments before he 
had power to fpeak. At length, raifing-her from 
the ground, (hough not with the fame emotions 
as before,, ** I had flattered mvfetf", my deajj, 
(faid he with a ferious look, ami accent of re- 
proof) that the concern you {hewed- yeftcrday 
fccured me from any more follies of this kind ; 
but I fee I was miftaken. However, I will pay 
your debts once more ; but relnember, I tell you, 
this is the laft time I fliall do fo. My fortune, 
though fuflScient with prudence and ceconomy 
to fupport the dignity of my rank, is not equal 
to fuch boundlcfs diffipation, by which I may be 
ruined before I am aware. Nor is this all ; other 
■ confcquences too often follow this paffion, the 
remoteft apprehenfions of which I cannot bean 

<^ Diftant 
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*' Diftant as this infinuation was, it ftruck 
lier to the foul. Though Ihe was confident of 
her own virtue, too many melancholy inftances 
ihewed that in the general it was not unjuftly 
founded. She begged that he would have a more 
favourable opinion of her, implored again his 
pardon for what was paft, and promifed in the 
ftrongeft terms never to give him the fame caufe 
of difpleafure more. This was all he defired ; 
he direftly gave her the money ; and throwing 
bis arms around her neck, fealed her forgivenefa 
with a kifs of rapture. 

** It is a juft obfervation, that vices take the 
deepeft root in weakeft minds. This accounts 
for the common remark that woman, when once 
(he goes aft ray, is more profligate and harder to 
be reclaimed than man. Of all the pafHons 
which mark the cha rafter of the prefent age, 
that which runs into the moft extravagant and 
incorrigible cxcefs, even in the ableft minds, is 
this of learning ; what havock then muft fuch a 
tyrant make wi-.ere it fcarce meets any oppofition 
from reafon ? How dlfEcult muft it be to break 
its chains ? 

" She had promifed more than flie was able 
to perform. The love of play had taken too faft 
hold of her heart ever to be entirely expelled, and 
in a very little tipie drew her into the fame 
diftrefs again, with this additional aggravation, 
that fhe knew not how to apply to her hufband 
for relief, as flic had formerly done. But fuch 
an affair could not long remain concealed from, 
his knowledge. Her creditor, on two or three 
breaches of promife, applied to him direftly for 
it by letter. What he felt on receiving fuch a 
demand is not to be defcribed. He anfwered 
M 6 coldlj. 
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to make an impreffion on her: " Madam, 
(faid he replying to her laft words) my refo- 
lution is unalterably fixed ; you know what 
faith I ought to place in proraifes." 

The reproach implied in thefe words ftung 
her pride. She had been too long accuftomed 
to receive implicit obedience to every thing ihe 
faid, to bear fuch an. afFrontive inftnuation paf- 
fively, and refolved to flicw that flie would not 

Sjivc up her authority fo eifily. . Rifing there* 
ore in an inftant above her fuppltant mood, ** I 
know too, fir, (faid fhe with an mdignant air) 
that I am not your flave, nor to be forced to any 
thing againft my will. You may keep your re- 
folution, and go if you plcafe, mine is to flay; 
nor fhall you find it lefs unalterable than your 
own."—— 

** Madam ! madam ! this falfe fpirit ill be- 
comes you ; nor think it will avail. Your 
tears were far more powerful ; but all are now 
in vain ; and I will be obeyed." With thefe 
words he left the room, proud of having fup- 
ported his refolution fo manfully, and went to 
give orders for the immediate execution of his 
defign. 

But (he was far from thinking of obedience 
yet. Her heart was fo wedded, to the pleafures 
of her prefent way of life, that fhe looked on 
leaving it as the feverefl punilhment. Befide, her 
pride was piqued by the authority with which 
he fpoke , and fhe refolved ta. fuiFer the worfl 
efFe'i^ of his ang'^.r rather than to fubmit to a 
yoke, whi 1 (he thought ihe had fo efFedually 
iQiaken ofiv 

When 
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When fhe had. formed this refolution, the 
next difficulty was how to execute it. The firft 
thought that occurred to her was, to throw her- 
felf upon the fondnefs of her father, whofe in- 
dulgence fhe had ever experienced in the moft 
unlimited degree, and did not doubt but fhe 
fhould find equally on the prefent occafion. She 
accordingly flew to him diredlly, and, pouring 
out the anguifh of her heart before him, im- 
plored his protection againfl her hufband's law- 
lefs tyranny. 

Not to appear prejudiced by any former mif- 
reprefentation, he beared her flory with the 
greateft attention ; and then condemning her 
from her own mouth, flew into a rage a thou- 
fand fold feverer even than her huffend's, up- 
braiding her with ingratitude to his love, and dif- 
obedience to his jufl authority ; and drawing her 
crime, and the too probable confequences of it 
in fuch dreadful lights, that, terrified at the 
horrid reprefentation, fhe gave up all farther 
thoughts of oppofition, and only befought her 
father to mediate a peace, on condition of her 
abfolute obedience in every aSion of her future 
life. 

Such a reconciliation was eafily efFedled; he 
defired no more, but paid her debt direcMy : and 
all things being prepared for their departure as 
foon as poflible, he fet out on his intended 
exile, talcing his whole family with him, ki 
hope that a paffion which had given him fo 
much uneafinefs would wear off, when the op- 
portunity for gratifying it fhould be no more. 

But, like the wounded hart, fhe bore- the 
deadly arrow in her fide ; and, though fhe com- 
plied, becaufe fhe could not help it, the re- 
formation 
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fbrmation intended by this har(h expedient ^as 
far from being probable. The poifon had taken 
too faft hold to be cured by any change of cli- 
mate, and ihe languiihed to return to her own 
country, only that fhe might return to her be- 
loved pleafure ; while her hulband thus facri- 
ficed to a vain hope the flower of a life which 
his exalted rank and abilities might have made 
^n honour to himfelf, and an advantage to his 
country, 

CHAP. XV. 

jthecdotes of a profeffid wit. A luck) hit madt the 
moji of. Too much of one thing wont do. A 
rough retort of a coarfe jeji\ with other curious 
matters of the fame kind. 

^^T/ OU fee (faid my guide) the confequence 
X of indulging a paflion till the gratification 
of it becomes an habit ; though there may be but 
few a6tually fo fatal as this of gaming, the ex- 
cefs of any other will be attended by effeds far 
from defirable, and end in ridicule at leaft, if 
not in ruin. 

*' Obt'erve that man who ftands in yonder 
cofFee-houfe, pumping his brain for pleafantry, 
and labouring for wit to entertain the fneering 
croud around him, whofe fulfome compliments 
and ironical applaufe pafs upon his vanity for 
a tribute jiiftly due to his merit. He is one of 
your profcir^d wits, whofe good opinion of 

them-- 
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thcmfelves makes them think every one obliged 
to admire what they fay. 

" He was raifed to this eminent ftation bjr 
the fuccefs of a ballad he wrote fome time ago, 
of which it may be difficult to determine whe- 
ther its merit lay in its oddity, its obfcenity, or 
its firofanenefs. However, the thing took with 
the public tafte in fo extraordinary a manner, 
that the happy author not only got the price of 
a new coat by the fale of it, but was alfo admit- 
ted to the tables of all thofe who liked fuch buf- 
foonery, to entertain them, and their company ; 
where, having an eye to. bufinefs, he alway$- 
took the opportunity when they were in high 
fpirits and could rcfufe nothing, to follicit fubfcrip- 
tions for a colle6lion of old Jaws which he had 
picked up and tagged fome how together, by 
which artifice he contrived to make a good pen- 
ny of them alfo. 

" Elevated with this fuccefs, he thought he 
had nothing more to do but i^vhYitti a fecond part 
6f the fame tune ^ to make his fortune at once ; 
but, to his great mortification, he found himfelf 
miftaken ; for, the novelty that recommended 
the former being now worn ofF, there was littlje 
or no notice taken of it : befide, he had ex- 
haufted the fpirit of obfcenity and profanenefs fo 
thoroughly in the firft part, that there remained 
nothing for him now but dregs, too coarfe foe 
the grofl^eft tafte, though he ftrove to make up 
for the quality by the quantity, of which he gave 
moft plentiful meafurc. 

*' Severe as this difappointment was to him 
in every refpedt, he afFedted not to feel it ; but,, 
modeftly imputing it to the badnefs of the public 
tafte, takes the liberty, by way of reprifal, to 

tura. 
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turn every thing that it approves into ridicule, 
with a petulance little fhort of fcurrility ; and, 
to fupport thecharadler of a privileged vvrit, ne- 
ver mifles an opportunity of being impertinent 
to every perfon he converfes with. 

** Such a condud cannot always efcape re- 
proof} fome, and thofe fcvere ftrokes qf it, he 
frequently meets from thofe who have not a tafte 
for his joke^, or do not think that a pretence to 
wit gives a privilege for ill manners. An in- 
ftance or two may not be un entertaining, and 
may alfo give you a notion of the dangers which 
attend fuch a pradtice. 

** Talking away the other evening at his 
ufual rate, in a mixed company, one of his 
random-fliots happened to hit the profeffion of 
a gentleman prefent. As there was nothing ia 
what he faid more than, common cant, the 
other, who was a man of years and charadfcer^ 
would not have thought it worthy of his notice, 
had not our hero at the fame inftant looke<! 
him full in the' face, and burft out into a loud 
Jaugh. 

I *' As this was fixing the ftroke rather too 
clofe tg» be overlooked, the gentleman gravely 
afked him what he laughed at, as^ he really could 
not fee the wit of what he faid. ** Not fee it, 
fir, (faid the other, ftarting from his feat and 
going up clofc to him) then, fir, you may fmell 
it, if your nofe is not as dull as your apprehen- 
fion ; and letting a great f — t, raifed a louder 
laugh than before. 

" This was an infult too grofsly pcrfonal to 
be borne. The gentleman rofe up, and, without 
faying a word, gave him a kick on the offending ' 
part, that drove him to the other fiJe of the 

room. 
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room, and then ringing the bell, cooly ordered 
the waiter to turn that ftinking cur down flairs. 
This naturally turned the laugh to the other fide. 
The unfortunate wit had occafion for all his af- 
furance to ftand it; and the poor efforts he made 
to turn it off with a joke only Ihewed his impo- 
tent vexation, and made him appear, if poffible, 
ftill more ridiculous. 

** The proper province of wit is, to difcover 
and point out a relation and refemblance in fome 
particular circumftances, between ideas obvioufly 
inconnecled and unlike ; and by that means (hew 
them in a light, the novelty and oddity of which 
may give a pleafing furprife. To do this, the 
mind muft be endowed with a power of viewing 
a variety of things in all their fhapes and fitua- 
tions at the fame inftant, and a readinefs at 
catching thofe fugitive refemblances, and (hew- 
ing them in obvious and ftriking colours. 

'^ Thus far reafon can trace the origin and ef- 
fects of a faculty, equally mifunderftood and mif- 
applied ; or, I might rather fay, indeed, whofe 
name is ufurped by another of the mofl contrary 
nature : for inftead of this fpeculative manner 
of exertion, and the inoffcnfiveand delicate en- 
tertainment arifing from it, the employment of 
what is at prefent called wit, is to difcover and 
invent perfonal misfortunes and defeats, and dif- 
play them in the groffcft lights, of ridicule and 
infult, as the plcafure which it gives arifes from 
the bafeft and moft malignant motive, that of a 
man's feeling a fecret fatisfaftion on feeing that 
others are as bad himfelf, or perhaps fufFer a 
difgrace which he efcapes. • 

** But generally as this pleafure is enjoyed, 
the author! of it always meet a juft return of 

averfion 
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averfion and contempt for that proflitution of 
their abilities^ by which they affcrd It. This is 
not fo ftrange or ungrateful as it may appear. 
As thofe who can have a tafte for fuch entertain- 
ment are confcious that they themfelves are liable 
to be made the fubjecS of it to others, they natu- 
rally fear and hate the perfons who may poifibly 
bring them into fuch a difagreeable fituation. 

'' Thus the moment a man profefles himfeir 
a wity he, as it were, declares war with all the. 
reft of the world j as in return every one lies on 
the watch to pull down and punifb fo invidious^ 
a prefumption. Of this he continually meets 
the moft mortifying inftances, to which the 
means he is obliged to make ufe of to ilipport 
fuch a charafter, lay him conftantly and dc- 
fcncelefsly open. 

" Befide this kind of wit, ,which preys upon 
particulars, there is another more malignant in. 
its effecis, becaufe more extenfivej though mo- 
tives of the fame ungenerous nature with thofe 
which recommend the other, make it pafs almoft 
uncenfuredeven by the injured objefts of it, wha 
are afraid to complain for fear their fe^ming to 
feel its force fhould be taken for an acknowledg- 
ement of its juftice, and fo make the injury irre- 
mediable. This is iurnlng profejfions into ridi- 
cule ; by which means individuals are precluded 
from the fruits of their honeft induftry, and the 
community robbed of their contribution towards 
the general ftock : for, however abfurd a preju- 
dice raifed in that manner may appear to rea{on, 
experience (hews too many unhappy inftances of 
its influence to admit its being doubted. 

" But though the fufFerers do not think pro- 
per to complain, they never mifs an opportunity 

of 
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of returning an attack they fo feverely feel ; and 
many a wit has paid dearly for his pleafantry, 
when he has happened to come into the power 
of thofe whom he has fo irreconcileably offend- 
ed. Of this the perfon before us lately experi- 
enced an inftance, difagreeable enough to fur- 
feit him of this his very favourite praftice as long 
.as he lives. 

'* Of the many profeflions which he has wan- 
tonly fallen upon, the medical art has felt the 
fevereft fallies of his uncommon turn for ridi- 
cule. As he was riding one day to pay a vilit to 
a nobleman, who had defired him to come in 
that manner, that he might take a view of the 
extenfive and grand improvements about his feat, 
the heat of the day, and his being unufed to that 
method of travelling, expofed him to fome inju- 
ries which made his fitting on a faddle very pam- 
ful to him. 

** While he was in this diftrefs, he happened^ 
to go by the houfe of an apothecary on whom 
he had exerted his unlucky talents with the moft 
injurious fuccefs, having fixed his general ridi- 
cule of the profeffion upon him, by a particular 
defcription of his perfon irrefiftibly ridiculous. 
Without thinking of this, or dreading any reta- 
liation from a refentment fo juftly provoked, he 
called upon him, and, making known his com- 
plaint, defired his afliftance. 

" The apothecary, whofe difpofition was 
equally fpiteful and droll, refolved not to mifs 
fuch an opportunity of taking a fignal revenge 
for all the mortifications which the other had 
brought upon him. Accordingly he defired him 
to alight for a moment, with all the placid po- 
litcnefs of his profeffion, and made him up two 

plaifters 
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plaifters, onp of which he himfelf moft officioufly 
applied to the part afi*e£led, diredling him to put 
on the other when that fhould come ofF; and, 
refufing to take any return for a piece of fervice 
which he aflured him the pleafure of conferring 
amply overpaid, wiflied him an agreeable ride, 

** The plaifter had the defired efFeft, and he 
felt no farther pain during the reft of his jour- 
ney i at the end of which, finding that the mo- 
tion of the horfe had rubbed it off, he took an 
opportunity to flep afide, juft before he went to 
dinner, and put on the other, as he bad been 
directed. The firft application of this was at- 
tended with fenfations far from pleafing ; how- 
ever, he thought that muft proceed froin his be- 
ing morediafed than before, and concluding that 
they would (bon go ofF, wentdire<5lly in to din* 
ner, where, as if fortune combined with his foe, 
he was placed between two young ladies, equally 
fprightly and arch. 

*' He had not been feated long before the 
plaifter began to operate, in a manner that made 
him fincerely fick of his honourable lituation. 
He was in torture impoffiblc to be fupported ^ 
and what added to his diftrefs, he knew not how 
to get away to remove the caufe of it, confcious 
that the dilcovery of a trick he was now fuffici- 
ently fenfible had been played him, would fix a 
ridicule upon him, which he ftiould never be 
able to ftiakeolF, as he had had too many proofs 
of the pleafure every body took in every thing 
that gave him the leaft vexation or difgrace^ 
This made him refolve to fit it out, intolerable 
as the pain he fufFcred was. 

*' But he had more plagues to encounter than 
his utmoft forccaft could provide againft. The 

ladies 
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ladies between whom he fat foon faw that he 
was in fome uneafinefs, and refolved, with the 
ufual good -nature of the fex, to aggravate it, 
for their own entertainment, by every teazing 
trick they could devife. Accordingly winking 
to each other to aft in concert, they drew their 
chairs clofer to him, fo as to make it impoffible 
for him to ftir, which neceffity was now begin- 
ning to make him think of, in fpite of all his 
lefolutions, and made the moft malicious con- 
jeftures at his want of his ufual mirth and fpi- 
rit ; to awake which they puflied him from fide 
to fide with their elbows, though every time he 
moved upon his chair pierced him to t^ie foul. 

" The effedls of the plaifter were by this time 
become fo violent, that nature was no longer able 
to fupport them. He fainted away in the midft 
pf the company, and was removed to another 
room, to undergo a fcene of raillery and ridi^ 
cule, if poffiblc more fevcre than his pain. 



CHAP. 



»64 THE REVERIE. 



«?«x»ax»*€W3 c^X)«d$«* Qtvj €nx3 



CHAP. XVL 

Iriftances of the campajjion common onfuchoccafions* 
The praSfical joker enjoys a double triumph over 
the wit. Other worfe confequences of the profii^ 
tut ion of genius* 

« np H E firft thing that ftruck him when he 
^ came to himfelf was the ridiculoufnefs of 
his fituation. He was laid on his face, acrofs a 
bed, in the midft of a number of fervant?, who, 
in umlrefTing him, had difcovered his ailment, 
fome of the confequences of which they were 
bufied In removing with wet cloths, in the fame 
manner as a nurfe cleanfes an infant. It was 
fome minutes after he recovered his fenfes be- 
fore he was able to fpeak, during which time he 
had the mortification to hear the unfeeling wret- 
ches round him cracking their coarfe jefts at his 
misfortune. At length too rough an applica- 
tion to the part afFedted, extorted an involun* 
tary roar, which (hewing them that he was come 
to his fenfes, they inftantly changed their feoffs 
for a curiofity equally difagreeable, all opening 
upon him at once to enquire what had thrown 
him into that condition. ^v*^ 

** It may be thought be had no gr:eat incli- 
nation to anfwer their queftions. He thanked 
them for their care, and, defiring they would 
let the chaplain know he wanted to fpeak to 
him as foon as he had done dinner, begged to be 
left alone. 

3 ** His 
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« His meditations in fuch a (ituation'could 
^ot be very pleafing. He was ixot at a lofs to 
difcover the caufe of what had happened ; and 
curfing his own fooUftx confidence for putting 
himfelf any way in the power of one whom he 
4night naturally fuppofe to be his enemy, re- 
iplved to take the fevereft revenge which the 
law could procure him, for fo painful an injury, 
without making any allowance for the provo- 
cation that had prompted it. He comforted 
himfelf with thefe thoughts as well as he could, 
till the arrival of the chaplain, whofe r^fent- 
ment for -fome laiOaes of wit made hini in no 
hafte to come, had not the curiofity of the reft 
of the company, which was raifed by the repre- 
fentatipn of the fervants, accelerated his mo- 
tion. 

** As foon as he entered the chamber, the 
poor fufferer, whofe pain was far from . being 
entirely removed, pxclaimed in the anguifli of 
his heart, ** O my friend, 1 have fent for you 
to implore your affiftance to inflidl a proper 
punifliment upon the villain who has brought 
me to this difgrace and torture."— He then re- 
counted the affair of the plaifter, as I have re^ 
lated it to you, and concluded with conjuring 
the chaplaiin to ufe his influence with his lordfliij), 
to do him juftice for an outrage which', accord- 
ing to the laws of hofpitality, affcSed himfelf, 
as it was offered to his gueft. 

** His reverence fat piclcing his teeth in the 
greateft compofure while he was telling his 
tale, at the end of which, ^ Pray^ fir, (faid he, 
Vrith an air of the moft infulting indifference) 
"what would you have me do ? " — " Do fir, (an- 
fwered the wit, provoked beyond his patience 

V01-, I. N at 
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at the other's behaviour) chpw the cud of your 
]aft meal till you are fo happy as to get another, 
that you may not lofe a moment's enjoyment of 
that pleafure which lecms to be the fole end of 
your cxiftcnce/' — 

" Stung by the fcverity of this reproach, the 
chaplain dire^Slly left him without making any 
reply, and returning to the company told ihem, 
that the violence of the pain had difordered the 
poor man's head, and mad^ him ftark: mad. Such 
a reprcfcntation afr'orJ' d n.uticr for many cu- 
rious rca':»'k'>, ill wi^ich the affinity between wit 
and n^ui'nciswas liolt learneilj dilcuflcd, while 
they were hnifliing th' ir wine, Without ever 
thinking of picruring the fubjcft of their fpe^ 
culatjon any r iici'. ^ 

" At length curiofity prompted his lordfhip to 
fee fo i1;i-.r?c a f'ght, in hopes of confirming by 
his behaviour ici iic nice ob ervations he had been 
making on the nature of madntfs, evideru fymp- 
toms of which he d' claied he had perceived the 
moment he ^ rv hjm that morning; but he was 
difa;^rceab]y diidppoinccd to hrid ihe chaplain's 
account without lounJ:,tion, and the man in his 
fenfcs, fo that he was depiivcd of the merit of 
his judicious difcovcr^, on which he had plumed 
hiiTifelf nc.L a little, and his theory was left un- 
fiipported by the proof he had appealed to. How- 
ever, he concealed his chagrin, and, enquiring 
into the partic .ilars of fo extraordinary an affair, 
for the chaplain's account was far from being fa- 
tisiidtorvj revenged hinAfcIf for his difappoint- 
ment by laughing in the niofl mortifying manner 
ateveiy riJiculuusc'rcumftance; abehaviour that 
aggnvatcd the other's difticfs, as he was reftrain- 
ed," by refped, from making any reply. 

« When 
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*' When they had fufficiently enjoyed the 
fcene, one of the company, more compaffionate 
than the reft, bethought himfelf that it might not 
be improper to do fomething for the relief of the 
poor fufferer, whofe appearance (hewed that his 
pain was not much abated. , Accordingly, upon 
confultation, it was agreed to be the beft way to 
fend for the apothecary who had made up the 
plaifter, as he muft neceflarily know what was 
proper to remove its effects, better than any one 
elfe. The diftreffed patient would gladly have 
avoided fuch an interview, if only to difappoint 
his enemy of the pleafure of triumphing in the 
fucccfs of his trick : but perhaps for that very 
reafon his lordfliip infifled on it, and he was. 
fent for dire<Sly. 

*' This exceeded the apothecary's hope?. He 
obeyed the fiimmons with the greateft pleafure j 
and on his arrival, having firft prudently ex- 
preffed his furpri^e, and auerted his innocence 
of any evil intention in what he had done, was 
(hewn up to his patient, who no fooner fixed his 
eyes upon him, than burfting into the moft vio- 
lent" rage, " Villain ! (faid he) what bale trick 
is this you have played me ? But be affured that 
I will have the moft exemplary fatisfaftion 1 I'll 
make you know"— • 

**. Sir, (anfwered the apothecary with a fly 
grin) have a little patience, and all will foon 
be w Jil. I am forry th:it an innocent joke fliould ■ 
give )ou fuch offence.'*—^ 

" A joke, wretch ! Do you call putting me 
to fuch torture and difgrace a joke ? " 

** Nothing more, I aflUre you, fir ; and if 

you will give me leave to apply this liniment 

to the place where your complaint is, I'll en- 

N 2 gage 



268 THE R E V E * t E. 

gage to remove it in a few minutes 3 Qnd asfor 
the d^race, there is nothing in it ; it is ooly 
matter for a few days laughter, and ifwill thea 
be no more thought of."— 

*' No more thought of! Yes, it will :be at* 
\ieays thought of; and I ihall never be.ableto 
(hew my face again after the ridiculoius figure 
I have made by your curfed means ; but if I 
forgive you, may 1 be the laughing-ftock of every 
fool I meet." — 

<< Surely, fir, a man of your reaibn tand be- 
nevolence cannot harbour fuqh an implacable 
refentment ! What would you do if you were 
in my cafe ? Unprxjvoked by the leaft offence, 
you wantonly. fell on my unocMith figure, on 
the profeffion by which 1 earn bre^d for.myfdf 
and my family, till you have made both fo ridi- 
culoust that children bo«>t at me as I go along 
the ftreets, and .their equally wife parents 
flight rny (kill, and pafs by my Am^ wiJth con- 
terppt. The bliftei' on your pofteriors will foon 
be healed; nor can the difgrace you feem to 
take h heavily to heart, be attended wi^ any 
confequenccs .worfe than a laugh, ^hich you 
ate well able ta&ift from yourfelf to feme body 
elfe ; but with me the cafe is quite different ; 
my very fubfiftence is attacked, and the happi- 
nefs of my family faerkiced, merely for a mii^ 
ohievous jeft, ano to fiiew your powers of ri- 
dicule."— 

" Struck with the juftice' of this feproof, 
the Wit had not power to make any reply, but 
fubmitied in filence to receive the other's aflif- 
tance, who, fatisfied with this double triumph^ 
ibon put an end to his pain by a proper appli- 
catioiu When this relief had reitored him a 

little 
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Httle to his fpirits, he took the apothecary by 
the hand, fqueezing it eagerly, ** Dear doftor, 
(faid he) I acknowledge that I have been to 
blame, much to blame ; but I never confidered 
this matter in a proper light before. All that 
I can do now, is to make you any reparation in 
my power, and to promife that I will never be 
uilty of the like indifcretion again. Never will 
indulge wit any more at the expcnce of giving 
pain to an honeft heart.'* — 

** This refolution lafted while he was under 
the apothecary^s hands -, but no fooner was he 
recovered than he relapfed into his old humour, 
which he even indulged with greater latitude 
and mti^ence than ewr, that he mowld not ap- 
pear to have been difpirited by what he had fuf- 
fered. As to the other,., his trick was attended 
with fuccefs beyond his moft fanguine hopes, 
Befide the prefent pleafure of revenge, the mo- 
ment this ftbry took wind, the ridicule which 
had b^en fo prejudicial to him, recoiled with 
tenfold force upon his adverfary, and he reco- 
vered*his former credit and rtfpeSt. 

" But this perfonal licentioufnefi, though 
perhaps the moft immediately painful to parti- 
culars, is not the worft inftance in' which this 
perfon abufes the talents nature has beftowed 
upon him with more than common liberality. 
You fee the levity of his looks and behaviour j 
the fame folly infefls his writings to the moft 
extravagant excefs. In thefe he is diflipatioil 
itfelf. Starting from one fubjedl to another, he 
jumbles all together the lighteft and moft fe- 
rious, fo as to make them appear equally ridi- 
culous, facriftcing every thing to raife a laugh^ 
N 3 a* 
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friends fuggeflcd to fecurc his hapt>ine(s, for 
their eyes at length began to be opened to the 
dangers attending fuch a difpofition, was to 
find out a female, whofe prudence might be a 
fliield to his levity, and prevbnt its worft efFefts 5 
and whom reafon and inclination (hould go hand 
in hand, in recommending to his choice as a 
partner for his life. In this delicate and import 
tant fearch they were not long undetermined. 
They fixed upon one to whoih^ envy hertJlf could 
make no poffible objedion. Born iti ah exalted 
rank, arid rich in every favourite' gift of hbaveni 
fhe feemed dt/figfied to croA^ii the? bfeflin^ of ah 
happy life. The moftriht-i&e wali' nffcinf<!mdd't6 
him he received the hint with raptlird. I|i= the 
intercourfe of a general acqtfeintiancfe bis hkitt 
had not been inlenfiWe of her chartrfe',- afrrf dn 
the nearer attention of fach a defi^fl, he {bdfi 
perceived the rfrore valtiiWe beMitidi- of het' 
mind. By the afliftance6f hrs fricrtds, he pre^ 
ferved Kis rcfoldtforr (b lonj^ a^ t6 maSfe hts ad- 
drefles acceptable,- antt rtfcteived, in hef Hrfntf, a- 
faal of the moft peifeff felicity which this life is-* 
capable of enjoying. 

'* But fcarce was he in pbfleflioh of this^jiiff 
objeft of every rational defire^ when the natural 
ihconfiftency of his tenfiper prev^ied', afnd he 
flighted an happinefs for which all othferi" fighed,- 
dfily becaufe it was in his pofl'effioh. Accord- 
ingly he fooh refapfed intd all th^ Iicttrtibufnefs' 
of his former life, and vaihly fought in loofe va- 
riety for that pleafbre, \^hich his perverfe ihfen- 
fibility prevented his Enjoying at home. 

** Such pleafure is ^Iv/lys purchafed vHtfi* 
Vexation and pairi; A$ he vV^aS jrowHri^ aboirt? 

one 



THE REVEBTIE. ^73 

orte evening for his ufual gajntc in tlie galleries' 
of the theatre, he happened to fee a female whofe 
appearance had fomething in it more than com- 
monly plleafing to him. He immediately aCd- 
drefled her in the familiarity of fudi placeis^ and 
was riot lefs ftruck with the fprighcKnefs of her' 
converfation than he had been before vr'^k htt 
6catity. Encouraged by Her freedom, and cow- 
fidin^ itif the ftiperiontyof his rank^ at the end of 
the play he hefitated not to ptopok retiring t<^ 
dnejof the ri^ighb©irfirig tav^c*n^, t^impfbfe to 
sgfeeirtKte an'a<^^intaAc^; This ftPe pddti^^tf 
rtfliib*, ehbbgh fn tiPins ^l^^hi^h ifrtplied rtbeattf 
mkmbn&ftt ^ tht jifopof*!, nor pr&s^€nti^^W^ 
ptfeffing h^r afteaflf tdgiVfe h'iih ai^folhef iiid«i;c(^ 
^th^pl^y hdUfey v^hieh ftfifc^af lett^tls c6ilfeftt)^d^ 
to do. 

« Jn-CtJ^dP Of tteefe ihrt?^1d^# 6f tkis^Wrld, 
i^liich ftw left h'effelf bfe perfteid^d m irirfulfg^ 
hrnr Withy fllef play^ed he? pSi^t wtth filch zMteBi- 
ihi\ {l^t gsAtiei an abfelltt;^ cdH^t^idft 6^e!r hkn^ 
remdvihg by h>i< WtihzAiA mdd€^ evety fdP 
pteion Off h6f teA th^aiSjer. At lertgth, Wh'en 
he h^4 bfdh^t her* Maftifia^y tb confeft ^ r^- 
tani of his paflt^fl, arid filched every ofhei' 
fti^pl^i ftr6 fta'ttcd the btt difSciilty, of the^ 
danger of beiftg deleft^d by Ifer hufband, as flier 
lirihapfrrly vC'asI i married wdnfilan. Thjs difco- 
vptf^^2th far from' bifing agreeable to hlnK Htf 
lioViid his pteafares^; biif ht Was far frbm de- 
fttliig to have t\i(itH ehhartcfed by any af^pear- 
dtite df danger. HoWeVer, he had goM io<y 
f&r tb retreat rib^^ ; arid therefore, pitting the 
beft face upon the ajFair^ h^ prevailed upon hei? 
ttf fi^n tbe h^i^rd of thi* difcovetyj- by prolfii- 
Jiifg to prote6t her agatnft h^ hufband's refent- 

mcnt, 



27+ THEREVER IE. 

ment, (hould any fuch thin?y happen, and to 
make a provilion fi»r her tnu; iiijuJd fave her 
from any difagreeable confequ-nre of it. 

** His ability to perform i::cii a promife, 
which (he ^as no rtranger to, an^i the perfua- 
five argument of feveril very valuable prefenti», 
in tl^end prevailed upon her. Accordingly 
one evening, wh^n her hufbjnd was engaged 
abr&uJ^ file iet him in at the back-door of tier 
houle, with die greateft appearance of priv.icy 
and fear, and conducted him foftly up to her 
own chamber. He had not been many mi-' 
nutes in pofleflion of his dcfircs, when all on a 
fudden the door was uurfl in^ and a drawn 
fword was held to his breaft, by a man who 
appeared to be in the moft violent agitation of 
frantic rage. 

*' Villain; adultrefs ! (exclaimed he, foam- 
ing at the mouth, and rolling his eyes wildly 
around) have 1 then qaught youatlaft? — —• 
This inftant (hall your adultrou.^ hlood pay the 
price of my di(honour ! — this, iniiant will I'*^ 

** O mercy! mercy! (cried the trembling 
female, holding up her hands,- and tuning her 
voice in the moft plaintive tone) Spare us ! — 

fpare us but a moment ! Murder not our 

wretched fouls as well as our bodies.*' 

** The hufband ftarted at thefe words, and 
(cemed loft in thought, while his lifted arm 
hung over them in the air. She faw the critical 
moment, and jogging her lover, who lay pe- 
trified with fear, " ^>peak to him, (faid (he), 
perhaps your words may have efFed! his heart 
was ever tender and humane." — — 

" Rouzed by this addrefs, the poor felf-con- 
viifted culprit attempted to allay him with the beft 

argu- 
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arguments his fear could fuggeft. *' Thkik not 
of a revenge (faid he) which mud prove as fa- 
tal to yourfelf as to us ; but name any repara- 
tion you pleafc to require, and it fhali be in- 
ftantly made. My fortune is fufEcient" — 

** Reparation ? — No. Nothing but blood 

can make me reparation, (anfwered the huf- 
band, rifing to tenfold rage after the paufe) my 
honour, my love for that ungrateful woman will 
hear of no other reparation. — As to myfelf, my 
life 1 value not a pin's fee ; all that is dear to 

me is now loll." Then finking, as it were, 

into foftnefs, *' And can I wound that breafk 
fairer than monumental alabafler i O woman ! 
woman ! " " ■ 

" At thefe words he held his hands to his 
eyes, to hide his tears, and fobbed aloud as in the 
anguifli of his foul. The lovers thought this 
fit of foftnefs favourable to their fears, and, 
flipping out of bed, naked as they were, threw 
themfelves at his feet, and befought his mercy 
in the moft moving terms. After fufFering a 
confli(S of fome moments, he funk backwards 
into a chair, and bidding them put on their 
cloaths, fat as deliberating how to ad in fuch a 
diftrefling fituation. 

<* In the mean time the lover, who thought 
that his life depended on the refult of this deli- 
beration, renewed his offers of reparation with 
the greateft earnefl-nefs, while his partner in 
guilt applied for mercy, with every argument 
that could move companion. His /^«^^r heart 
was not proof to fuch a double attack. After 
paufing for fome little time, '^ And what repa- 
tion can you make (faid he) for robbing me 
of the love of a woman, to obtain whom I have 

facri- 
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facrificcd rtiy whole fortune, and plunged nty- 
fdf into defers, which have driven me to the 
brink of dcfpair ? but I thought nothing too 
much to fufFer for Her, bafe and ungratfcfiil as 
iheis,^ 

" I will not only inftamly enabk you to dif- 
charge thofe debts (aftifwtred the lofver eagefly^ 
catthing a glimpfe of hope from that capieulat- 
ing cjirdfloft) bat I vwll alfo fettle fuch art an- 
iluity oh you for life', ^3 ffialf raiftyoa above' tS* 
ireceflfrv of ever comradlng atiy worfe/* — — 

*« WHdft feall I dcff: feXcraimed the' hrulBan*; 
as iftf an atgoiiy) flidf f compotrnd* nty dldibritmr 
for a price ? fltaff I" pefWA itt WSfftt^titf defpalt ? 
— Whatfhain, can I do? 

«< The" ifi^oltitron ifnpKetl "in" tHde" words, 

Sjave thisj tferrtfied Ibvew itew hope. They af- 
aifed him^gain whh every afgumciit they cowlA 
de(rife, wfticli they purlbed wtfh futh fuccefi, 
that at length he fubwitted to receive a repara- 
tion for* an injury not to be recalled. Wheii 
this? ftrft pbittf was gained, the terms were fodtt 
fettled, the eagerneis of the lover preventiilg the 
other's making any demand, by the largerfefsof 
his ofFers. A lawyer, who was a friend of the 
hufband, and luckily happeningr tobein a neigh- 
bouring cofFee-houfe, Was dlrealy called in, and 
foon confirmed the compad beyond a poflibillty 
of revocation ; one article of which Was, that 
the lov^r (hould make ^ feparate provifion for 
hismiftrefs, the hufbind's delicate fenfe of ho- 
nour not permitting him t'ohaVe any farther in- 
tercourfe with titi^ 
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THE REVER IE, ^^^ 
CHAP. XXIIL 

A new motive for turning foldier i with a Jhort 
%mw of the military prsfeffton. The fcene is 
chmge^y and a more 0xtenftve profpeSt opemd. 

♦' 3r7 - VE-RY cirGumftance of this tranfadlion 
XIj -^^ f"^^ glaring marks of impofition, 
that any other perfon would havcfeen through, 
and avoided the deceit ; or at lead, when that 
was too Ute, have fliewn ;a proper refentment 
of it, by dropping all faifther commerce with the 
bafe woman who. drew him into fuch a fnare» 
and was evidently an .accomplice in the whole- 
B^t, blind to all convidlion, be grew fonder of 
her than before, and, f^eming to have changed 
his very nature, proved oonftant to her longer 
than he had ever been to any other objeS ; tho* 
far from ftriving to retain him by any appearancp 
of f^^rd, any obfequiouCnefe in her behaviour, 
DOW that her independence, the firft objeft of her 
ckfign?, was eftabli&ed, ihe affe&ed on all oc-* 
caCK>ns |o treat him with the moft infolent con- 
tempt, ,and openly beftowed .upon others thofe 
favours which had cofthim fo dear. 

** While he indulged every vicious paffion in 
this profligate manner, the conditietn of his dc- 
iert^d wife deferved the higheft compaffion. Sen-? 
Cble pf the danger of expoftulating on fo delicate 
a fubjeit, ihe feemed not to fee the flights which 
he hourly fhewed her, but, drying up her tears 
whenever he approached her, always met him 
with a fmile of tendernefe and refpeift. Smo- 
' thered grief preys with double violence upon the 
heart. Though (he did not complain, fhe could 
not avoid feeling the pain of fuch treatment un- 
der 
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der which (he pined infenfiblj away, like a 
flower eiinkered at the root. 

^^ But that which reafon could nor do, was 
eiFcdled by the natural inconftancy of his tern* 
per, and a new whim fupplanted his profligate 
miftrefs in his thoughts. His country happened 
to be engaged in war; the noife of drums and 
trumpets turned his head, and he muft needs be 
a foldier, for want of fomething elfc to give him 
employment. As foon as this caprice took pof- 
feilion of him, he bought a commiffion in the 
army diredUy, and fet about learning the mili- 
tary trade with as much cagernefs as if he was 
obliged to follow it for bread ; and, to (hew his 
proficiency in tadics, even went fo far as to 
write an eleborate treatife on the mighty advan- 
tages of a foldier's turning out his toes in his 
marching. 

<* When he had with infinite pains got his 
company trimmed and difciplined to his mind, 
contrary to the expedation of all who knew 
him, he purfued the humour lo far as to go with 
them into the field, where they foon had an op- 
portunity of fignalizing their valour, at the ex- 
pence ot near halt their lives. But an unlucky 
vifit of compliment to the colonel deprived him 
of the glory of (haring in the dan;^er of that day, 
though the gallant behaviour of his men refiedted 
fuflicient honour on him, for having trained to 
fuch excellent dilcipline, and infpired them with 
fo noble a contempt of death. Encouraged by 
th it fuccefs, he perfifts in his purfuit of tame, 
the viciffitudes of the military life keeping his 
min^i continually employed, and faving him ^Vom 
the fatigue of a moment's reflecSion ; an evil to 

aviod 



THE REVERIE. 279 

avoid which he has ever had recourfe to fome 
new f( heme ot a6livt idlcnefs." 

*' I thought it iiiipoiSble, (faid I) O my guide^ 
that the heari of man could be Co abfurdly perr 
verfe ! The general motives for embracing the 
njijitary Jifeare neceilily, anenthufiaftic paffion 
fo fame, and perhaps iji a very few inftances, a 
difintercfled ipjrit of patriouTm. But here none 
of thefe can be alledgcd ; for the lafl his temper 
is too indifft rent ; too lift'c/s and unfteady fof 
the purfui: of fame; and his affluence raifes him 
above neceillty, which -is the moft univerfal of 
all : fo that he literally fai.rificea the moft folid 
advantages of life for ncrhing, snd runs into 
danger and diftrcfs, became he is incapable of 
enjoying the oppofite biefi^in^^b/' 

*' To the motives ,vhich you have afligned 
(returned the ipirit) yoii nrlght hzve adueu ava- 
rice and ambition, from both of which he is al/b 
conftituticnally exempt. As to the dangers and 
diftreilcs in which you imagine he muft have 
involved himfelf, though iuilicient 10 deter any 
man of reafon from pi untying w^^ntoniy in 10 
them -y in inch calls ..s his, they arc far (hurt of 
what inexperienced apprchenlion n;a) reprefcnt. 
The private ceniinel who hourly expofei> his life 
for a morfel of bread ro uipport it, and the fub- 
altern officer whc 'ieads that fol^ ier to fight, 
ftruggle with di/ncultics, and encounter i!ai'gers, 
which nature ilinddcrs at the thought of; but 
afcen^^ to the hi .her ranks, and a g eat part of 
thcfe terrors vanifii. Their carriages favc them 
fro:n fatigue, their tabl s arc heaptJ with delica- 
cies, iin.l luxciry reigns in their tents. The day 
of battle, in which alone they are expofed I 
danger, is in fome mtafure a day of reft to thi 

others i 
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others ; the motions and manoeuvres, in which 
the modern art of war moftly confifts, harraf- 
(ing the unhappy foldier with greater hardships, 
and. expofing him to more dangers than any ge« 
neral engagement. But of this ypu will he a 
better judge when you have taken a view of yon- 
der fcene of war. We have dwelt too long upon 
the minute concerns of private life, of individu- 
als, however ftrongly marked out for obfervation, 
by titles, wealth, or folly. We will now enlarge 
our view, and fee whether the condudl of na- 
tions is more rational; whether the clouds of 
folly and vice which overcaft the cottage, and 
produce domeftic unhappinefs in lower lite, may 
not, when raifed into the higher regions, burft 
into ftorms and thunder, anamake an univerfai 
wreck of all the works of nature* 



The End of the First Volume. 
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